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PREFACE. 


IIavinc  in  my  possession  nuuiy  old  books,  lijltisrs,  und 
scrups  of  uicnioinnda,  liulon!j,in^'  {u  imMiibers  of  our  fiunily, 
1  tlion<ilit  it  wise  to  pnt  tiiese  into  some  ondiiring  form  be- 
fore tiiey  entirely  crnudjled  iiway  or  became  illegible. 

'J'liese  relies  :ue  of  g'-eat  interest  to  me,  beetuise  of  the 
personal  ;u'(inaint:ine(;  I  Inid  with  those  whose  active  lives 
were  si)ent  in  the  last  eentnry,  but  who  were  still  living  dur- 
ing my  early  manhood.  From  them  I  obtained  a  great  deal 
of  inforniation  al)OUt  our  family  which  has  never  been  |)i'iuted 
in  any  form.  i  feel,  thert'fore,  that  the  res|)Onsii)ility  of 
pieserving  this  material  rests  npon  me,  and  1  trust  that 
what  1  have  hei'e  written  niay  be  of  use  to  somt;  one  better 
fitted  than  1  am  for  tlu'  task,  who  shall  eniaige  and  ccmii- 
plete  this  im),)erfecl  I'ecord. 

IIKNRY    CUTJ.KR. 

NoKTii  Wii,i;i!AiiAM,  Dec.  1,  1«'.»7. 
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So  the  imiltitndc  ii,oes,  like  the  (lower  or  iln'  \wvi\ 
Tliai  ■willuTs  away  to  lut  otliers  siiccerd; 
So  the  imiltitiule  comes,  even  those  we  heholil, 
'J'o  rejteat  every  tale  that  lias  ol'leii  been  lokl. 


For  Ave  are  the  ^aiue  oiirM'alhers  ha\e  been. 
We  see  liie  same  sii^hls  our  fathers  ha\e  sueii, 
^\'e  drink  the  same  stream  and  \  iew  tin-  sauK.'  sun, 
And  run  llie  ^anie  (■our>e  our  tallu'is  ha\e  run. 


CUTLER    FAMILY, 


The  iiKijoritv  *>t'  tlu'  nuci'sldrs  of  {\\v  llolliston  l>r:uicli  oC 
tlio  Ctitlui'  ["aiiiily  caiuL'  from  tlie  soutlieni  coiiiilics  of  Ewn- 
hiiid  |)i'iiud|):illy  I'l'oiu  Dorset  luid  Devoiishiii'.  JoliiiCut- 
iei',  the  lirst  to  uirive  in  this  comitiy,  was  uii  exception  to 
this  rule,  eoniini!,'  from  Iliiiii,iKiiii,  wvav  Norwich,  in  Xorfolk 
C(jniity. 

As  it  was  Ihc  cnstoni  of  tiiesc  early  scllicrs  to  <;ive  to 
(heir  new  homes  llic  name  of  the  town  in  the  mother  country 
from  which  they  had  emiiirated,  or  in  which  liiey  were  liorn, 
we  lind  in  Nt'W  I'aiiiland  a  town  called  Weymouth.  Ilei'c, 
in  H'jIo,  lived  the  i^reater  part  (jf  the  familii's  whose  descend- 
ants are  ti'aced  in  tliis  record. 

'l"hc  teii'itory  lirst  calK'd  Weymouth  was  lati'r  incoipor- 
ated  into  si'scral  towns,  amon^'  them  llin<^ham,  wheie  John 
Cutler  settled.  It  lay  helweeu  the  colonies  of  IMymoiith 
and  Salem,  and  to  which  of  these  it  hchmiicd  by  I'iuht  of 
charti'r  uraid,  was  always  a  disputed  (piestion.  At  the  date 
mentioned  tlie  chief  families  .-,cltled  in  this  territory  were 
Cuth'r,  Adams,  .Marsh,  Kockwood,  ('lark,  .Morse,  I'eiiy, 
iiarliour,  .Newton,  and  Wilson.  Alllioui;h  as  I'uritans  they 
had  come  lo  this  country  tt)  olitain  <iieater  reliuious  freedom, 
they  wiM'e  not  Separatists  like  the  rili;i-ims,  hut,  following 
the  t'.xample  of  l-aidicott  and  Winthrop,  remained  within  the 
church  until  they  left   i'amland. 

Such  intolerance  as  they  gave  e\'idence  of  proceeded 
from  their  thoioiioh  apjirt'ciat ion  ol'  the  fact  that  alisohile 
unilyof  ai-tion  inusl  l)esecure(l.  'I'he  success  which  (aowned 
the  elforts  of  these  miMi  in  foumling  :i  ci  \  ili/ali.ui  s\iiich  at 
this  day  gi\-es  in'rfecl  freedom  of   conscience  to  e\»iy  n^eii!- 
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hvv  ol'  the  Aiiit'iieaii  iiMlion,  is  diK'  to  the  persisU'iify  with 
Avhicli  Uiey  climji,  to  this  [loht'y. 

Thosi-  t'liinilie's  weie  the  propi'ietors  or  founders  of  the 
towns  of  IJraiutree,  iMedlield,  Mihou,  Meilway,  Siu'rhorii, 
nnd  llollislou.  In  evei'v  new  town  ti  eluiivli  \sas  the  lirst 
thing  to  be  established,  and  aronnd  this  the  wiiole  Hfe  of  tlii' 
eonuniniit V  centered. 

'l"he  men  l)eh)nging  to  the  families  befoi'e  mentioned  were 
always  piominent  in  [)nblie  afl'airs,  and  hder,  were  often  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  C.'onrt  to  perform  important  duties 
for  the  State. 

The  u)ethod  of  laying  out  new  towns  was  as  follows  : 
"  The  new  town  was  laid  out  about  six  miles  scjiuire.  The 
right  of  [)ropriel'>rsliip  was  granted  by  tiie  (ieneial  Court  to 
seven  men  of  good  I'epute,  o]\  condition  that  within  two 
years  they  erect  houses,  and  jjiepare  to  build  u})  a  town." 
The  law  reijuireil  lliem  to  make  lionorablc  terms  with  tlie 
Indians  before  proceeding  lo  occupy  the  huid.  'idie  |)i()|)ri- 
etors  had  power  U)  give  land  to  persons  wh(;  were  desii'ous 
of  settling  down  witli  liiem.  Kach  new  comer  iiad  assigned 
to  him  meadow  and  u[daiid  acci^rding  lo  his  stock  of  cat  lie, 
and  ea|)acity  for  cultivating  the  soiL  The  [loorest  obtained 
at  least  seven  acres  of  meadow  and  twenty-live  aci'cs  of 
upland.  No  one  was  refused  on  account  of  poverty;  but 
those  who  weri'  ali'cady  established  ofti'U  assisted  in  build- 
iuii  houses  i'ov  iIiom'  new-c(Uiiers  who  were  too  poor  t(j.eri'ct 
dwellings  for  themsel\-cs.  Such,  however,  as  ^verc  of  a 
"  turl)uleut  spirit"  weie  not    allowed  a  fjcehold. 

The  founders  laid  out  roads  \\herever  they  weie  netnled 
for  the  cou\  I'uieiice  of  the  settlers,  and  often  these  were 
made  through  fenced  liclds,  I'ecpiiiing  the  bais  to  be  taken 
down,  as  will  a|ipeai-  from  this  peliliou  to  the  (Jeueral  Court 
in  IGlo : 

'•  It  is  fcnceiveil  hy  lliosc  lliat  arc  a|i|i<iiiilc.l  lo  \n\  tn.i  ll;  wii^ 
bflwccii  Weviiuiutli   ami    llraiiilrce,  thai  llic  w  a.v    \',  iuk*,::  a''  vl-mii- 
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Uuiil  is  coiR'ci\(_'(l  to  l)c  iiL'arer  uiid  more  roiurdilaljle,  and  luil  so 
troiil)lesoiac  to  the  Iruvellers  in  regard  of  piittiiii;'  up  and  down  tlie 
ra\  ics :  neither  Aviil  so  luutdi  (huna^e  redound  to  the  inlial)itants  in 
rei^ard  (d'  >po_vHnu  llicir  corne  :is  I'ornuTlv  liallt  been." 

'riie  territory  tln'ii  under  the  control  of  tlie  colonial  gov- 
ernment extended  along  the  coast  eastward,  including  many 
settlements,  as  tar  as  Nova  Scotia.  'I'o  the  west,  tlie  boun- 
dary was  indelinile. 

'rrans[)()rtalion  by  water  being  the  only  means  of  early 
intereouise  between  the  sidtlers,  and  frequent  \ oyages  being 
niadi'  along  the  coast  in  rude  vessels  (d'  hiJiiie  construction, 
the  line  of  s(dtlemcnt  was  natuially  in  this  direction.  In 
llic  interior,  villages  grew  n[)  ahuig  the  lianks  u\'  ri\ers  and 
streams  at'cessible  by  boats,  wiiile  the  wild  giass  gi'owing 
on  the  banks  fininshed  food  for  the  cattk?,  and  was  an  addi- 
tional incentive  for  settlers  to  hn-ate  there. 

'i'lie  iirinci[)al  food  at  tliis  time  was  C(n-n,  winch  was 
prepared  by  jiounding  it  in  a  mortar  oi'  stone  or  metal. 
Fish  also  was  abundant.  These  articles  (d'  fotnl,  in  want 
of  a  better  i-irculating  medium  of  exchange,  became  legal 
lender  for  all  debt^  <d'  fcnl  y  shillings  and  undei'. 

'I'he  liuildinu  id'  mills  to  grind  coin  was  encouraged  latei' 
by  gi'ants  of  land.  Aliih'rswere  exempt  fiom  doing  mili- 
tary service.  ( )n  Novembei'  Id.  irifiil.  the  citizens  (d'  .\'cw 
Londim,  C't.,  held  a  s|)t'cial  town-meeting  to  consider  the 
(jUestion  of  putting  n[)  such  a  mill.  In  the  year  in  which 
John  Winthrop  built  this  mill,  the  lirst  in  the  Connecticut 
Colony,  we  are  told,  began  "the  practical  inangin-ation 
of  the  religions  and  (.•ommercial  interests  of  the  town,  at- 
tended by  a  lai-ge  inlinx  (d'  settlers,  so  thai  tlit\u'iowlh  of 
the  place  went  on  ra|iidlv.'"  b'oi-  thirty  yi-ar.-,  these  sturdy 
i'ilgriuis  hail  struggled  along  with  tlu'ir  crude  haud-nnlls  for 
convi'rting  Indian  r^nw  into  something  like  edilde  shape. 
'I'hat  any  id'  them  were  alive  at  the  end  of  this  peiiod  (jf 
cracked-(.-orn  luead,    speaks    well  for  their  (iigestive   oi'gai..->. 
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They  not  only  survivi'il,  hut  •Mliiovi-  ami  iiuiltipluHl  anuiz- 
ingly." 

81iii)-ljiiil(liiig  was  aiiotlier  imuli- needed  industry,  and 
Anthony  Newton  ol'  Milton  rcceivfd  slate  aiil  loi-  this  [uir- 
pose,  bnililing  vessels  on  the  Neponset  l{i\ei\  TlKjse  em- 
ployed in  ship-liuilding  were  also  exi'mpt  tioui  doinsj,-  militaiy 
service. 

The  iron  indnstry  was  also  rneonraged  hy  large  grants 
of  "NVOodlancl.  Lieut.  Alex,  .\laish  was  one  of  the  lirst  lo 
engage  in  this  business,  and  hccamc  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  in  Hraintrei'.  His  iathri'-in-law  ,  .l<ilin  liclehcr,  was 
assoeiated  with  him,  and  latci'  tlu'v  were  .^iK'ceide(l  hy 
members  of  the  Adams  and  (^uiney  families. 

•loiix  (1  ri.Kij. 

John  Cutler,  the  lirr^l  member  df  the  Ilolliston  braneli  df 
the  Cutler  family  to  land  in  New  i-".ngl:ind,  was  born  in  hloo. 
He  came  Irom  Ilingham.  l']iigland.  mi  ship  "  IJo^e  of  Var- 
nionth,"  sailing  foi'  this  e(»untrY  early  in  HI.'m,  biinging  with 
him  his  wife  Mary,  whom  he  had  mairied  in  li'i-!."i.  and  Sf\  tMi 
children — six  boys  and  one  girl. 

,lohn  was  nndoid)te(lly  the  brother  of  UoberL  Culler,  who 
settled  the  yeai-  before  in  Charlotown.  lie  was  aeeoin- 
panied  by  his  pastoi-.  \iv\  .  Uobert  I'eek,  auvl  oilier  friend-., 
who  shared  his  inde|(endeiit  religi(»us  views,  lii.^  name  ap- 
pears in  the  records  of  Norfolk,  l-ji^land.  among  the  perse- 
cuted adherents  of  Kev.  Robert  I'eek,  "  who  sold  their 
possessions  for  half  iheir  value,  and  named  the  place  oi' 
their  settlement  after  their  natal  town." 

Land  was  assigned  him  by  llu  propi'ii'tors  of  Ilingham. 
but  he  dietl  in  l(;:ls,  before  there  had  been  much  impiove- 
mentof  it.  His  wife  and  eliildi'en  weie  after  this  .■subject  to 
great  hardships,  but  the  boys  were  soon  taken  e;o<":  by 
their  unele  l\ol)ert.  of  Charlestown.  :' 
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'I'lio  naiiii's  of  only  live  ol'  his  eliiidreii  nic  roiiiul  iu  iiiiy 
roc'oi'd  ;  hut  tlu'SL'  soiib  settled  hitei'  in  or  near  the  new  town 
of  Reading,  wlieie  tht-ie  .services  were  in  (h'niand,  liy  fann- 
ers, in  eidtivatino  theij'  new  grants  of  Jand.  'I'lieir  mother 
married 'I'honias  Ih'witt  in  Hil'.i.  and  conliinied  to  live  in 
IJinghani,  where  iier  dangliter  also  lived. 

In  spite  of  the  preeai'ious  condition  in  wliirli  these  yonng 
boys  were  left  at  the  death  of  their  father,  they  managed  by 
great  indnstiy  and  tlnift  to  eidtivate  en(;ngli  land  to  fnrnisli 
tlieniselves  a  li\'elihooil,  and  wnc  abli'  dnring  their  lifetime 
to  ae()uire  oond't)rtal)le  homes  for  their   families. 
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NA'I'llAMKlr  Cl'TLI^K.     (,lniiN.') 

Nathaniel  CiitliTwas  Imin  in  iMi^laiid  in  l(l;')();  was  liv- 
ing' in  l»L'atlin*i',  Mass.,  as  caily  as  ](),")L',  Tor,  "  llir  l'_'tli  of 
tin;  1  llii,  1G.'».'1,"  lie  had  hciii  icccmni'iI  as  an  inhal)ilant,  and 
tiien  had  a  home  lot  of  t'li,'\i.'n  acrrs,  and  l\vo  h)tsof  meadow 
assijj,nL'(l  liini,  and  snlisi>([iirnli_v  fourolhcr  h)ts,  all  of  which 
were   lucatiMl    in  tlu;  (.astern  [iait  of  the  town.      lie  married, 

Sei)t.  2;>,  IC..').'.,  Mary ,  who  died  l-'eb.  1,  1  7().s.      For  his 

second  wife,  he  mairied  Jdizaheth  ,  who  died  .March   1, 

1711.      He    died    in    17  hi,    aucil    eii;hty-six.      He     h:id     live 
ciiildren  ;    foni-  of  them  wi'ie  uiihs. 

NATIIAMKL'  CUTLKK.     (  Nathamii,,'  J.min.') 

Nathaniel  (iiller,  the  only  son  of  Nathaniel  Cutler,  was 
born  .March  12,  l(j.".;i.  in  IJeadini:,  Mass.  He  married,  May 
21,  17(10,  Klizabeth  I  iiderwood  of  ^Vatertown,  and  as  his 
second  wife,  Feb.  21,  17(J;»,  [■nizabeth  Haines  of  Heading. 
He  died  in  1711.  Hi-:  A\idow,  in  171-^,  married  Thecj^hilus 
Clark  of  .Medway,  Mass.  Thithei'  she  took  the  entire  family. 
Mv.  Cutler's  three  scjus  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  iheir  moth- 
er's h(jme  in  .Medway. 

[IIAIM.S] 


JONA'ril.VN'  CUTLKU.  (  N  a  rii  amii  , '  N  \TllAM^;l.,- 
.loll^.') 
Jonathan  Cidlei'  was  the  only  child  uf  I'dizabeth  Haines, 
the  second  wife  of  Nathaniel^  CntU'r.  He  wa,  born  in 
Keuding,  in  1711.  After  the  death  t)f  his  fathei',  his  mother 
married  'riieoijliilus  Clark,  an<l  took  .b)natlian,  together  with 
his  father's  otliei'  cliildreii,  to  .Mi'.  Claik's  home  in  the  east- 
ern pait  ol'  Medway. 

In    the    .June     befoi'e    he    became    of    age    he    boii^l.l    ^1 
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William  Slu'llield  ninety-live  at-ri'S  of  land,  for  wliich  he 
l)ai(l  four  iuuidied  [lounds,  '-old  tenor."  Tliis  was  located 
in  the  western  pari  of  Hollistun,  whieh  had  lately  been  in- 
eor|)oi'aled.  A  lionse  had  been  Imilt  upon  it,  and  .some 
improvements  made.  In  17;!;),  he  married  Ahiii'ail  Clark, 
the  ilauu'hter  of  his  step-father,  i^ater,  he  b(niglit  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  ueies  of  adjoinino-  land,  whieh  had 
once  beloni^ed  to  iMedlield,  and  whieh,  in  KJ.V.),  was  j^iven 
by  the  people  of  that  t(jwn  to  their  ministei'.  Rev.  John 
^Vilson.  He  built  a  null  on  CJhicken  Krook,  whieh  runs 
throutih  this  pro[jerty.  lie  yiive  ilolliston  llu'  ri^ihl  of  way 
for  the  first  road  to  JNIedway,  throu<iii  the  center  of  his  faiin, 
reserving  the  right  to  tl(tAv  the  same  as  high  as  necessaiy  for 
his  mill.  .M(j;  t  of  his  land  was  virgin  soil;  it  could  be 
reached  only  on  hoi'seljaek,  by  Indian  trails.  It  was  alioul 
two  miles  distant  from  the  home  of  his  nmtlier  in  l^a.-^t  .Mcd- 
way,  and  the  place  has  since  been  occupied  by  Jonalhan 
junior,  Calvin,  and  .Vnios  Culler,  then  by  Clark  '^ra\■i.■^. 

When  the  l)oys  were  grown  uji  he  di\ided  his  farm.  (Jn 
the  eastern  part  he  built  a  new  lu.>use,  and  mo\fd  there  with 
his  family.  llis  Avidow  lived  there  after  his  death,  also  his 
sou  Simeon,  and  grandson,  Martin  Cutler. 

Jonathan  Cutler  was  a  stirring,  public-spirited  cili/.en, 
often  employed  by  the  town  in  public  duties,  and  frenueutly 
held  the  position  of  moderatoi'  in  town-meetings.  IK-  was 
distinguished  for  his  regidar  attendance  al  |)nblic  woishi|i, 
for  his  efforts  to  im[)ail  to  his  c-hildrcn  the  elements  of  a 
common  school  education,  and  to  imbue  tlieui  with  the' spirit 
of  the  gos[)el. 

Many  amusing  incidents  are  related  of  his  great  physical 
strength.  Once  in  the  nudst  of  haying  he  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  one  of  his  oxen  ;  whereupoji  he  attached  a  lever 
to  the  yoke  in  such  a  manner  that  he  was  able,  himself,  to 
supply  the  i)lace  of  the  missing  animal,  and  ui  lui  ■  :.  ,  he 
continueil  hhs  harvestinu  throuiiii  the  .-^easiui.      *  mi  ui,.-  mc  v-a- 
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sion,  l)i'r:ikiii<4  tliroiiuh  tlic  ice  on  his  iiiill-poiid,  lie  esc:i|iC'(l 
ilrciw  iiiiiii,  oiily  IIhoiil::!!  Iiis  gri:il  i'ii(liir;iiic(.'  and  skill  as  a 
swinniici-.  This  accidcul  dcttTiuiiu'd  him  to  leach  all  his 
bo^'s  to  swim,  and  hi'  set  about  it  in  a  noNcI  way.  lie  threw 
them  into  the  pond,  and  stood  on  the  sliore  witli  a  lish-[iohj, 
t<.)  whieii  was  attached  a  Kipe,  which  the  lad  held  in  his 
teetii.  IJy  means  of  this  nnii[ne  a[)paratus,  they  soon  be- 
came expeit  swinnners. 

When  about  tilty  years  of  age  his  liealth  faikHhto  such 
an  extent  that,  in  anticipation  of  his  decease,  he  <(»mpleted 
the  settlement  of  his  estate.  To  his  ohU'st  son,  .bjiiathan 
jiinit,)!',  he  deedi'd  the  old  honu'stead  ;  to  his  other  sons  he 
gave  vai'ious  poitioiis  of  land,  and  lo  Simeon,  tin;  \'oiingest, 
he  ga\e  the  eastern  pait.  with  the  hoiisr  he  was  then  living 
in,  reserving  the  income  and  iinpro\  ements  of  the  ^ame  for 
his  wife,  during  Simeon's  miiiorit}'.  He  ;dso  gave  her  the 
use  of  other  land  dining  her  life.      lie  died  in  I7(i2. 

Chililrcii  of  ,/niii(J/i(ii,  i'.illir  Kiiil  AliiijiiU  (ClnrL- )  Cuthr. 

1.  Abigail,  b.   IT:".  1,  »l.   IT.'W;. 

■_'.  Jonathan,    b.    IT;!.'',  iii.  .Ici-nsha  Bl.ake,    \1^V^. 

;;.  Abigail,  b.    17;;7,  m.   I'IIh'H  Ldaiid,   ITU.!. 

■1.  iMoses,  b.    17;l'.i,  m.   Lydia  lUake. 

.").  David,  b.    I7  1i',  m.  Lydia  l>i\by. 

(i.  Mary,  b.    17  11,  m.  Ca'pt.   Daniel  Kanies,   I7lis. 

7.  I'^bcne/.er,   b.    17  Hi,   m.   Esther  liacou. 

S.  Simeon,   b.    I  7  I'.*,  m.   Mlizabclh   Koclvwood,   1770. 

;).  Lydia,   b.    17.")1,  m.  ,lose[)h  -lohnson.    1771'. 


Ann.  \ii,    (  Ci  \i;ix  )    C'l  ii.Ki;. 

At  the  lime  of  his  dealli.  lln'  wife  of  .lonathan  Cutler 
was  left  with  thi'ee  children  who  had  not  reached  tlu'ir  ma- 
joril}'.  Sln'  continued  li\ing  on  ihc  farm,  of  which  she  had 
entire  mami'j,emenl.  for  nine  years,  until  hei'  son  Simeon  be- 
came ol'  age.  The  \car  follo\ving  liei-  Imsband's  dealh  die 
uiarriiMl  Deacon  Thomas  Marshall.      Ilavini;  no  home  oi   lii 
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own,  ho  liv(Ml  with  his  wile  on  the  Cutler  [)i;iri-,  a>,si.slinii,  in 
its  nianaiieuient. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  a  very  pi'oniincnt  citizen,  I leiug  elected 
one  of  the  iirst  selectmen,  iind  CuutiuuinLi  in  that  otiice  tor 
twenty  years.  For  thirty-eiuht  years  lie  was  ileactjii  (if  the 
Ilolliston  church.  He  died  in  ITfii').  Thcjuias  .Marshall's 
sou,  Kbenezer,  built  a  dam  on  Sudluiry  Ui\ei',  in  Ashland. 
This  was  afterward  called  Cutler's  .Mill.  His  (hiut;htei', 
Anu,  married  William  l>ullard,  grandfather  (jf  .hiscph 
Bulhird.  Mother  ^larshall,  as  she  was  called  by  eyei'y  one, 
lived  in  the  same  place  until  her  dcalli,  Iwenty-eiiiht  years 
later.  She  managed  her  own  separate  i)r()[)erty,  .spiiu  her 
own  wool,  and  sold  her  farm  produce. 

In  her  accounts,  which  slu'  ke[it  most  carefidly,  wi'  Iind 
records  of  tea,  sugar,  and  In'andy,  bought  at  hei  son's  store. 
In  this  busy  and  independent  numner  she  lived  until  17'J  I, 
being  then  eighty-two  years  of  age. 
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COLONKI.    S1.\IIX)N'   CI  'I'LKK.      (  .Ion  \  i  n  an,  '    Naiiian- 
IKI-,'    N  A  111  A  Mi;i.,  '   John.' 

Siiiiroii  ( 'tilli'i-  WMS  horn  ill  I  lollislun,  ,1  Illy  1,  17  1'.).  lie 
\v;is  liisl  iiaiiK'il  Simon,  bill  liasiiiL;  ;i  ••oiisiii,  williin  luo 
iiiik's,  of  till'  sjiiiii'  uauic,  his  wns  cIkiulic*!  to  Simeon.  At 
the  nuc  of  thirlcrii  his  rnthcr  died,  niid  hr,  with  two  other 
minor  children,  \\;i.s  lel't  in  the  fAW  of  his  motlier.  .MlhoiiLili 
wv  hiive  lint  menuer  iiil'oi  iiKilioii  conceininu  I  he  details  ol' 
her  life,  the  sterlinu'  charaetei  of  her  sons  i^  an  evide'iiee  of 
liei"  own  |)eis(»iial  worth  and  caiiahiiity. 

Simeon  li\c<l  with  iiis  mother  on  the  farm,  which  she 
maiiai;'ed,  nnlil  he  reaclied  his  majority-  ll>'  then  married 
I'ilizaln'th  lioekwooil,  daii^lili'r  of  'riniolhy  Kockwood,  and 
opened  a  [inhlie  house  on  llu'  lioiin'slead  left  him  liy  his 
fnlhcr. 

In  the  KeNolnlionary  strii_ii,'i;le  he  exeiled  all  his  inllneiice 
ill  favor  of  the  ( 'olonists.  not  only  lakinu  an  acti\e  part  in 
(levisiinj;  means  for  llu-  defence  and  inotectioii  ol'  the  tow  ns 
of  till'  coiinlv,  liiit  also  iMirollim;  himself  amoiiii  the  '•  .Min- 
nie .Men"  who  w  eri'  armed,  e(|iiipped,  and  held  ready  to 
inarch  at  a.  moment's  notice.  At  llie  eomiiieiicemenl  of  hos- 
tilities he  joilieil  the  aiiiiy  in  the  Held.  .\l'lei-  the  close  of 
tJK!  war  he  was  chosen  colonel  of  thi'  militia,  the  ollice  re- 
(liiirim:  al  that   lime  Koth  aiiility  and  hard  -^ei\i(U'. 

lie  coiitinncd  ihe  Im-^iness  of  inii-keepinu  and  f.armiiiLf, 
addine  iherelo  .a  •'•vari(ly  ^tore,"  and  latei',  a  whci'lsN  riuht 
sho|i  —  the  latlei-  lieinu  in  chariiC  of  his  son.  Mlihn.  Ilis 
net •() lint  liook  shows  I  hat  neai  ly  all  the  pco[ile  wilhin  a  ladins 
of  ten  miles  were  customers  of  his  store,  many  of  them  licing 
faniilv  conneclioiis. 

In  the  records  of  the  (ireat  and  (ieiieral  tlonrl,  \'oliime 
IIS,  paiif  r»',M;.  nmler  dale  of  January  !'.»,  177'S,  is  the  fol- 
low iiii!,  resolve  : 
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111  the  Ildiise  1)1'  licpi'i'M'iiiaihcs (  iii  the  I'd  il  ion  nl' 

the  sck'i'liin'ii  ol'   Ihillistciii,  ill  Ihc  CmuiiIv  iif    .M  i.l<llr,-,c\  ; 

Settiiii;'  fniM  li  liial  llnrc  i-s  ih>  Inii-holili  r  lloiix-  of  l^ulriiaiiiiiHMn , 
or  licc'iisctl  I'lTM)!!  I'dT  M'lliiii;  S|iiiiliiiiiis  l,ii|ii(ir-  in  llicTnwiMir 
>ai(l  lliilii^lou.  Thai,  ilif  Koad  ihrou-h  >aiil  I'ow  n  i-  of  -real  iiiil- 
ity  It)  the  rLiblic.  'I'hul  tin.;  I'asseiiLiiT^  with  'I'.ains,  ami  oilicrs  oii 
riililick  Scrvk'c  arc  obliged  lo  travcU  Iwfhc  inlli  n  al  K'a.-.i  wiihoiit 
rtd'rcsliiiii'iil,  and  thai  Ihcrc  is  im  ('ourt  ul'  (iciH'ial  Sessions  ui'  llni 
IV'aci'  ill  the  ('i>niit_\  ,  aforc-^aid.  \\  hrri'  diir  a[i|iliral  ion  can  In-  made 
I'oi'  License  I'orthri'c  Mdiilhs  at  leasl ,  ami  the  I'nlilicl:,  in  the  mean- 
tiine  iini>t  siiltV'r  liv  \\anl  of  sneh  a  Imiise 

And  llie  Select  men  lia\  c  ncDinnniided  to  I  liis  ( 'c  una  Mr.  Siineoii 
Cutler  to  ]scv\>  an  Inn,  in  Said  Tow  n,  liciim  Ji  ImTxh)  oI  -oher  eon- 
vcr.salion,  snilalily  i|nalilied  and  |iro\idtil  I  or  -iieli  an  lan|.io\ment 
as  the  La  w  ilireeis.  l'ra\  iiiu  I  he  saiil  Simeon  (  tit  he  ma  \  In:  li•^n•^cd 
liv  this  Coiirl  iiiilil  the  ne\i  Court  of  Se-sioiis  in  -iiid  ('oniii\. 
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Ilib  Micc'L'^^s  ill  all  his  riiUiinist's  \v:is  L!,rt';itly  proinolinl 
by  llir  eiiriuv  anil  ahility  <il'  his  \vil\',  who  was  a  woman  of 
t'xrciiiiinial  liii-iiu'ss  ra|)acily  ami  strciiut  li  ul'  charai'tcr. 
Air.  Cuth'i'  ilii'il  July  1."),  iT'.i'.i.  His  sun.  I^iihii,  ailminis- 
li'iid  ill  the  srt  iliMiu'iil  of  his  I'stalc.  His  wi(h)W  ^vas 
allowed  OIK'  lliinl  of  the  ])rrsoiial,  and  the  use  of  our  tliii'd 
<;['  till'  ii'al  t'slair,  diiriim  her   lil'e. 

Her  sou  Mailiii.  willi  lii'i'  soii-iiidaw,  John  Melleii,  luau- 
aucil  till'  wlioli'  I'anii  Tor  soiiu>  years.  i'lvenUiallv,  .Martin 
boili^lil  tlu'  sliare>  heloii'jiiiu'  |o  ihe  oilier  chihlicu,  and  owiieil 
all  lull   ihe  widou  's  lliirds. 
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yoiiiisici-  si.slcrs.  one  a  liahr,  llu'  ollici'  only  ci^lit  yi'Ui's  old. 
Ilt'r  lather  niariii'(l  a^aiu  ;  licr  sIcp-UMillici- died  when  l''.liza- 
belli  \va>,  llfleen,  and  su  the  niana!j,enn'nl  ol'  llie  h(>iisehi)ld 
(lev<)l\'ed  u|M)n  her.  in  two  yeai's  she  inarrieil  Simeon 
Culler. 
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W'lii'ii  lu"  wciil  lo  llir  \\  :u'  she  \v;>s  left  with  tlifce  sinul 
cliildii'ii,  and  in  ciilirc  ihaiiii'  of  his  cxtriisivc  Itiisiiicss. 
I'ikUm'  ihi'sc  li'viii2'  <-ircuiiislaiici's  she  showed  ^leal  (.'iidiir- 
aiici'  and  t'\-c'ciili\i'  ahihty.  !>}'  I'oason  ol'  (he  law  that,  all 
iiin-lvi'cpci's  iiiiisl  eiileilaiii  soldicis  and  t laN'ellcrs  coiiiiccU'd 
with  the  ai'iiiy,  and  I'ccciNi'  iia\iiiriil  llu'ii'l'oi'  in  conlinenlal 
inonc}',  HKisl  (if  Ihe  inns  in  the  \  icinil}'  witc  (ililiLicd  to  close. 
'I'lie  ( 'nlK'i'  Inn  was  ahle,  howewr,  ihron^h  liei'  exertions, 
to  i-einain  open  (ill  the  end  of  the  war.      ^OJj.i^JS^^a^ 

ller  husliand  died  when  she  ^vas  foily-six  y^':"'>''  <'''  I'.U'C, 
and  left  her  with  two  ehildien,  who  had  not  reaelnil  their 
majority.  She  lived  on  the  same  place  lil'lv  years  al'tci- t  his, 
makinii,  seventy-nine  years  of  residence  here.  Sin;  ii'tained 
to  extreme  old  aii'i.'  her  inlerest  and  skill  in  business  matlei's, 
and  manaL;('(l  her  own  alVairs  so  suceesslnlly  thai  she  was 
not  only  ahh'  to  pid\iih'  a  coml'orlahle  and  independent  snpi- 
|)ort,   lint  also  to  contrihnt('  to  many  l)ene\-olent  oldeets. 
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hurinn  hei-  life  she  saw  many  and  i^rt^at  chanm.'s.  At 
hei'  liirlh  the  Indian  had  scaic^dy  left  the  nci^hhorliood.  yet 
she  li\ed  to  see  a  rai  Iroad  Imilt  t  hi'oii^h  the  town.  In  old 
a«i;e  she  became  an  authority  on  ihinus  \\hieh  oceni-red  dur- 
inu'  the  Kevolnl  ionai'y  period,  and  was  a  iiiosi  interesting' 
nai-rator  of  ineideids  which  llieii  took  place.  She  lived  to 
SiH^  around  one  tahle  four,  and  e\'en  livi'  general  ions  oi  de- 
scendants, llei-  lil\-  was  a  series  of  iisel'nl  and  lieneliceiit 
(U.fds  —  tlie  "  I'Moivnce  Niu'liliiejale "  of  the  villa'j,v.  She 
was  always    presi'nt    to   atTord    comrort  :ind  assislam  e   ^\n,v- 
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I'VtU' the  hick  (»!■  ;ilHiclril  IkuI  iiccil  oI'  Iut.  She  dii'd  in  ISl'.), 
at  the  :iii,c'  dl'  iiiiii'ly-si\.  At  her  ilfjith  she  hud  scsciil v-fiuir 
liviiiL:,  (U'sceiKhuits. 

(J/iihln  II   (if  Simrnn   a, id   I':ii:.,iliilh   (  h'nrl,in,n(l  )   ('ulli'r, 

lOlihii,   li.    1771.   lii.   l-;i\ini;i   Xcwtoii.    17'.i''^. 
Marliii,  1».    177."..  m.  l-:ii/ahclh  Alrih'ii,   I7'.i'.i. 


li'iei,  h.  1  /  ,  t 
lIiMda,  h.  17 
Sally,  1..  17.S: 
-laiiu's,  li.    1  7'S 


,  ill.   .\aliy  Aloi-sf.   l.so'.). 
',),  111.  .loiiii  .\lidleii,   1  7.S'.). 
.  (1.   isoj. 
."),   111.   Nancy  Lclaiid,    1  N  1  o. 
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KLllIll"   Cl''IM,KK.      (SiMKoN,'    Jonathan,'    N  a  hi  aniii,,-' 

\  \  111  \NII   I,  '     .llMlN.'  ) 

l"'lilui,  soil  of  Siiiu'oii,  \v:is  horn  in  1771.  IK'  married 
l.:i\iiii:i  Nowloii  in  l7'.i.S.  I  Ic  inlici  ilcd  no  roiliiiu'  lidiii  his 
paivnts,  and  ircrivi'd  i^iily  a  coninion  school  I'dncatioii.  In 
liis  yoiilh  lu!  lu'lpfd  his  lather  cany  on  ihc  taini,  and  h'ariud 
the  wiu'i'hvriiihl  trade,  so  thai  he  was  alih'  lo  taki'  entire 
charm'  •''  '''*'  business  when  his  I'alht'r's  heallli  taih'd,  as  it 
did,  several  years  liel'oie  his  death.  His  younii,i'r  hrotlier 
also  learned  the  trade,  and  nianau'ed  the  Imsintiss  aftt'r 
Mlihu's  niai  riaLie,  in   1  7'.)S.  •    ■ 

I'llihii  was  a  Ivpical  ('idler.  Although  always  leadiiisj;  u 
l)iis\'  lil'e,  his  laleiils  I'or  linsiiiess  did  not  appear  until  his 
inatiirer  years.  lie  lic^an  his  inarrii'd  life  in  tlie  house  of 
.lames  \\'i>i,ht,  near  tlu'  woolen  factory  in  Mast  llolliston, 
where  he  lived  only  a  \iar.  ()\vin;^  to  the  ill  heallli  of  his 
wife's  father,  he  w  ;i.-.  then  indneed,  in  iMdi,  to  Imy  Simeon 
Newton's  farm  and  mill.  'i'hilher  he  mo\eil.  cnltivated  the 
farm,  and  operated  the  mill.  At  the  same  time  he  ke[it  an 
interi'^l  in  llu'  wlu'elu  ri^lit  >hop.  fornu'riy  lieloiiLiinu  lo  his 
father,  which  .Martin  now  managed.  W  hen  his  hrolher 
James  liecame  of  aiic,  tin  three  hrothei^  formed  a  company 
for  carryiiiL!,  on  the  Imsiness.  They  made  wheels  and  waii- 
ons,  liy  water  power,  at  a  >ho|i  on  .larr  llrooK.  'I'lu'ir  trade 
Liicw  iapidl\. 

Later,  lhe\'  houuht  \  a<-ant  land  in  the  centei'  of  the  town 
and  di\ided  i|  inio  lioiisedoi>,  some  of  which  they  sold,  and, 
linildin!^  hoii>e>  on  olher  porlion,-.  di^|iosed  t^l'  them  at  a 
small  prolil.  'I'liese  h<»ii>cs  are.  man\'  of  ihem,  now  staml- 
in<4  ;  licfore  they  weie  Imill  there  was  no  center  \illaL;e. 
Still  lalei',  Mlihii  liiiill  ill  lie-  town  a  lanneiy  and  manufac- 
tured lealher.  Ili>  friend.  Jaiiie>  Wiiihl,  was  interested  in 
lliis  ciili'iprisc  :  here  lealher  wa->  inaile  loi  the  lir~l  hoot  and 
shoe  maimfaclorv.  which  afli'iward  liecame  the  chief  indiis- 
tr',   of  the  town. 
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I'lillll     1K\I     I'oiUU'il    ;1    li'lllli;lll\     nilioll;;    lli>    It  i\V  D-^llhMl    :iiu 

?-iiln'iiiiU'iiiU\l  llu'  I'u'iiiv'u  I'l'  llu'  I'm-. I  w.'.iK'M  mill  in  llolli- 
loll.  I";iili  mail  I'miu.luil  luul'ci,  im  IhIiim.  a-~  In-  \\a-.  al>li" 
auil  111  m>'-.|  ca-i''-  b'^i^  ii'^k  iii  I'.uiiuiii.  riiii'»>  \i'ar 
w  rrc  siiriU   ill  comiilrl  ill"   ilii-,   iiiUa  |ii  r  r. 
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Steps  well'  thru  Inkcii  to  t'lcct  ;i  new  (  (tiiuicualioiiul 
cliiiicli.  Wv  was  clioscii  cliainiiaii  ol'  the  liuililiii^  coiuiniltrr, 
wliicli  planned  and  Imilt   the  [jrcsciil  cliiiicli. 
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Suoii  iiftL'i'  this  ln'  :itl(K-il  :i  tlirnid  lacloij  to  his  ui'ist- 
iiiill,  takiiiij;  his  soii-iii-hiw  .  .I:iiius  W.  W'ij^dii,  into  imilncr- 
sliip  with  iiiiii,  and  lalrr.,  his  son.  I''.lihii  ('iilha'.  'I  he  mnii- 
l)L'i'  of  liiitiiiiess  linns  witli  wliich  lie  was  (■(iiuicclcd  lur  uiaiiy 
yc'iii's  is  t<K.)  hii!j,\'  til  lir  cfiiiccl  i  y  fsliiiiati.il. 

During  Ihu  lalrr  ycais  of  his  liff  hr  was  iinich  sdiilzIiI 
iiftc'i'  as  an  lulminisliatiir  (if  cslatrs.  '1  lie  htr!.'rr.l  mir  that 
Ik*  srllli'd  was  tlial  of  Aarmi  l'',aiin's.  \aliit'd  at  liii  ihniisaiid 
dolhu's,  most  of  wiiirii  \va-  uiNcn  lo  Ihc  ('oiil!1i. 'jalii,>!ial 
Cliurcli. 
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Ill'  as.sisti'il  his  iimllu-r  and  his  wilV-'s  luothrr  (luring 
their  hist  y*-':"'^,  i"  llic  nianaiieine'nl  ol"  tht_'ii'  proiK-rlv.  diicet- 
iuii  tlu'in  wisi'ly,  and  always  rondi-rinu  a  slrid  acconni  U> 
thiMii  each  \rar.  lie  was  thr  tins!  ciiniiiany  and  sa\inLis 
l)ank  lor  all  who  soniiht  a  sal'c  iii\ cslini.'nl  for  lla-ii-  money, 
and  hi'  was  ol'len  re.->|ionsihlc  tor  many  ihtuisand--  of  dollars, 
and  nrsri'  did  he  disa[i|ioinl  any  un>-  or  [H'ove  nntrnslworlh v. 
hut  ahvays  leliirned  lo  his  eredilors  iheir  own,  wilh  inleii  -^t. 
ludeeil,  he  was  so  liberal  in  sharing  the  ad\anlaues  of  his 
Ijiisiness  enterpiisi-s  \\iiji  his  townsmen  thai  he  aeeimndaud 
torhini^ell'  only  a  small  comiieteiieN',  often  lemarkinii  at  the 
close  ol'  his  yearly  aeeounts  that  it  he  liad  made  no  mi-lake, 
he  had  added  one  hundred  dollar.--  to  ihe  value  of  hisr.>lali'. 

AllhoULih  iiol  a  memiier  ot  any  ehmcli,  he  w  a.-,  coii^lantly 
Jiresi'nt  at  the  ehureh  >er\'iee>,  and  was  aeli\-e  in  all  the 
affairs  of  the  parish,  often  reuderiuL;  \aluaMe  a.-sislanee  at 
precarious  and  Iryini;'  times. 

In  1  .S"_'7--'~^,  he  w  as  Kepresentati\-e  to  the  ( !  eneral  ( 'onrt. 
and  he  was  the  liist  Stale  Senator  eho-en  loii.  11  -.l'  •  1. 
in  his  eaily  life,  polilieally  ;i   I''edeialisl .  he  laU  r  he  a:,.,    au 
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active  iiiL'iiihcr  of  tlic  \\'liiii,'  lJ:"'ty,  iind  was  a  warm  tVifiul 
of  Daniel  ^Vebstel•.  lie  was  a  jtroiniucut  iiK'mher  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  being  elected  (iranil  INIastiTi;!'  the  Mont- 
gomery I^O(li>e,  in  1<SJ;>.  lie  also  belonged  to  the  American 
Peace  Society,  and  ailvocated  its  doctrini's  with  enthusiasm. 

.\bner  Morse,  in  his  ••History  of  lltjUislon  and  Slier- 
born."  says  that  for  forty  yeais  I^lilni  Culler  was  connected 
with  all  the  itidjlic  measures  and  transactions  of  Holliston, 
if  not  the  projector  of  all.  No  one  ever  came  to  a  satisfac- 
tory conclusion  without  the  aid  of  his  counsel. 

In  spite  of  the  meageiness  of  his  early  school  ti'aining, 
and  the  [)ressure  of  an  active  business  life,  he  yet  gathered 
in  his  leisure'  hours  a  remarkable  amount  of  information. 
This,  with  his  altility  to  imi)arl  his  knowleilgi'  to  others, 
made  his  society  delighlfid  and  prolitable.  Combined  with 
his  ^mental  culture,  wi'regreat  ease  and  dignity  of  manner, 
still  often  referred  to  l)y  those  who  kni'W  him.  lie  died  in 
l<^-")7,  aged  eighty-six  yeai's. 

■   (JIiil(li\'ii  of'  Elihii  (lull  Jjin'nid  (  Xcirton  )  Cutler. 

1.  Simeon,  b.    IT'J'.t,  m.  .Mary  Fitts,   l.SiM. 

■2.  Betsey,  b.    1«U1 ,  d.   LS.Ml. 

;».  Sally,  li.   l.so:i.  m. -lames  15.  \Vilson. 

■1.  Flihii   (Hon.),  b.    ISOii,  111.   Heliecca  'l"em[)le. 

,").  Charles.  I).   1  M  1  1 ,  m.  .Marv  Sli'ickiaud, 
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L  w  IMA    (  Si.w  io\  )    ( 'i  ri.ii;. 


Liiviiiia  (W'wldii)  ('iitler  \\:i-  :i  line  ri'iiicsi'iihitivc  of 
the  (li>liiii!,iiislit'(l  aiici'^liy  I'l-din  wliicli  she  was  ilcscvinU'd. 
She  was  iiiU'llectiially  the  iMjiial  of  Iht  hiisliaiul,  slidiig- 
iniinli'd,  showiiiii'  hrr  iumvoii.s  tt'iiiperainent  in  the  ciuiuy 
uu«l  L'iitliiisia>iii  svilh  which  slic  uiKU'ilook  ivlm y  task.  llrr 
liiisliand  lK'in<i,  the  most  ])i oiniiiriit  man  in  the  villaii't',  tlii'if 
honit'  was  the  pLicf  of  iMitrrtaiiinu'iil  for  disliniiiiisht'il 
Uni'sls,  who  I'amc  to  olliriatr  on  L^rcal  occasion^,  siu-h  as 
(•hiiix'li  tU'<licalh)n>,  ordinations,  ami  |)ulilic  ci'lflnalions. 
Siir  was  also  calU'd  upon  to  providi'  lempoiaiily  for  the  as- 
sistants whirh  licr  lui>liand  ni.H'(U-d  in  startiim'  his  new  luisi- 
ni'ss  fnli.M|)risi's,  and  the  snpcrinti'ndi'nts  of  his  shops  ami 
factori(^  wiMf  pcrmaiirnt  mcmliiMS  of  tlu'  family. 

In  addition  to  ihoc  varion>  diilit-s,  tlu'  house  was  often 
tnrned  into  a  eonitdionse,  her  hn,-.l)aml,  while  'I'lial  .)n>liee, 
often  holdiiiii;  tiiaU  thei'e.  Not w  ith^laiidim:  these  many 
inlerrnplions  to  tlu-  regular  ronline  of  home  life,  her  honsf- 
keepiiiL!,  was  alwa)s  charaeteri/.ed  hy  neatness  and  thrift. 
I'nderall   circ  unrslanees  >he    bore    herself  w  il  h  diuiiit  \  .  :>n'l 
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lillcd  (.•viMY  iK'sition  with  t'xtiiuirdiiiai'v  ability,  pruxiiij;  :i 
most  valuahic  liol|)iiieet  to  her  liiisliaiid.  l)iii-in;j,-  the  last 
few  years  of  her  life  she  was  an  invalid.  She  died  in  iH;53, 
aged  sixty- live  }eai's. 


After  a  careful  investigation  of  all  the  t'videnee  to  he 
olitained,  it  seems  altoa,ether  prohahle  that  the  lirst  John 
Cutler  of  llingham,  and  the  liist  Uoljeit  Culler  of  Charles- 
town,  were  brothers. 

I I  has  been  Ihonght  by  many  thai  the  lirst  , lames  Cutler 
of  ^Vatertown,  who  came  to  this  country  about  the  same 
lime,  was  a  brother  of  John  and  l\obert.  I'he  only  fact 
wdiieh  su[)ports  tliis  theory  is,  thai  at  about  the  same  lime  a 
number  of  descendants  of  James  and  John  ri-moved  fiom 
Watertown  and  Keadin<<;,  where  Jcdin's  sons  settled,  lo  the 
town  of  Killin<ily,  Connecticut.  in  this  town  was  born  the 
famous  Mannassah  Cutler,  grandchild  of  one  of  the  imi- 
grants. 

ANCESTRY  OF  ABIGAIL  CLARK, 

Who  .M.\i;i;ii'.I)   Jonmuan   ("I  ii.i;k. 

Joseph  Clark,  born  in  Sullield,  JMigland,  one  of  the 
founders  of  Medlield,  was  made  a  freeman  therein  Mi.'i2. 
He  married  Alice  I'epiicr  ni  Kilo.  I  Ir  built  his  house  on 
the  place  now  occui)ied  by  Ihi'  l\'ak  house.  His  sister  I'Miza- 
bctli  mariied  ('•a[i{.  Ceorge  IWubour,  \\\\i>  is  mentiont'd  later 
in  these  rec(nds.      Joseph  died  in   K'l.Sl  ;    his  wife,  in   1710. 

wibb  (»K  ,i()si-;i'ii  ci.AiiKi;. 

iSulltilk  ri(.l..iU-  Kcci.mU,  \  i.l.  0:4i.J.| 

III  the  yeare  of  our  bonl  lilM'  ilic  i' i  day  I'''  mo."'  Josi'pli 
Clarke  sfiiio'- of  Mcdliclil  in  y  ( 'oiiiily  of  Still'wllv  in  Uir  M:c.-;iclm- 
setls  ('olony  ill  New   luiglaud    Ijciiiii,-  by  liie  l;..,mi    haiu!  ..J.'i  ■■- !    lUc- 
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5er\'i;(l  lo  old  ;ii;c  tlicrfhy  and  Hit'  inlirinily's  attend  tluTrou  am  pul 
111  iniiid  of  mortality  and  siiiuoiied  lo  iiiijicarr  err  loni;  ln-loro  ilial 
u;re;it  (!od  to  w  home:  1  miisL  uive  an  account  of  all  my  wak-s  do  Ml 
iiotAviliislaiidiiiji  ciijoy  llic  full  u.-^c  of  my  understanding  and  mcm- 
i)ry  Ihroiiiili  Ihe  ijjroat  i;(jo(liicss  of  (iod.  ami  do  lor  lliu  i|iilel  of  my 
mind  and  dis|)o^c  and  sctllfmi-nl  of  that  iioi'lion  of  llic  tliiiii;s  of 
111  is  life  A\  liicli  il  liatli  |ileascd  the  Lord  to  inti'ust  mc  with,  and  lia\- 
Miii'  conimilted  my  souh'  into  the  amies  of  Jesns  ("lirisl  my  iiiosl 
dear  Kedeemer  and  iii\  hody  to  the  earlh  from  Aslieiiee  il  \\a.-5  at  the 
lirst  taken  lo  be  eliri<tianl\  hnrw-d  at-  y  diseretion  of  my  exei-iito''^' 
hereinafter  named  : 

lniii'\  I  -will  and  lie(|iieatli  unto  Alice  my  now  dear  and  1()\  inn' 
■\vifi'  the  full  and  free  use  of  all  my  Kslatt'  both  I'eall  and  iieisdiiall 
in  my  hands  avIk'U  it  shall  please  y^'  Lord  lo  {akv  me  out  of  this 
world,  (the  Ka>l  end  of  my  dwelliiin'  house  and  barn  excepted  for 
the  free  use  of  Nathaniel  Clarke  ni>  son)  fi'ct^ly  lo  u--t'  ami  improve 
for  the  comfort  and  support  'd'   her  natural  life.      '      *      *      *      * 

Item  I  will  and  beipiealh  unto  my  three  sons  (that  is  lo  .say) 
Joseph  riari<e  Iknjameii  ( 'lai'ke  and  Kpliraim  Clarke  the  remaiiuler 
of  ill}'  di\'idenl  on  the  iii'W  uranl  to  be  eipiall\  divided  aHion;;st 
them.     *     '■     *     *     *     *     '' 

.Villi  I  ilo  hereliy  ratify  iMid  ecuilirm  unto  and  up(Mi  .all  and  e\ery 
one  of  my  idiildreii  all  such  Lauds  a>  1  lia\  e  forimniy  !j,i\en  and 
liranted  to  any  of  them,  but  not  herein  e\pres-ed  : 

■\nd  I  do  hereby  cimstitule  appointe  and  ordain  my  dear  and  lov- 
ing wife  abo\e  named  ami  my  lo\  iui;  .s(Ui  N.-ithauiel  (Marke  ui\  Lx- 
ecnto''^  of  this  my  la^t  will  and  .^L  'rolaiueii'  lo  the  iiiteiil  that  they 
Hhall  see  the  same  elfeciiially  performed  accordiiiu  to  my  true  intent 
and  ineaniny'  therein,  unto  w  home  1  commit  and  ui\e  all  full  i)ower 
and  trnsl  for  the  ell'ect  in-  thereof.  And  I  do  fiirtherui. pre  nominate 
and  appoint  my  lovinn'  and  belosed  Son  ,lose|)li  Clarke  Cver  seer  (d' 
this  my  will  and  'rol.ameii'  and  to  be  assi>iant  lo  my  foreii.amed 
Kxecuto'  in  llu'  work  1  lia\e  comiiled  to  them.  And  1  do  hereby 
utterly  revoke,  all  other  wills  by  me  at  any  time  heretofore  made 
And  in  witness  that  this  is  my  la:>t  will  and  Te-^tamen'  wiiiteii  and 
contained  in  this  sheel  of  pap.^r  1  Ihe^aid  Jo-epli  Clarke  .Seiiio'  lia\e 
hereunto  subscribed  m\   hand  and  allixi  d  my  -eale  the  day  and  >ear 

aboN  ew  litten. 

■)(isi;i'ii    Ci.AKKi-;  his  luke  >.<.  Scale 


Signed  Sealed   and   published   in  the  [(resenee  of  us   Cor^i.-  I'.ai- 
boiir,  .loliii  .\llen,  a  marke 
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TliLs  will  rxliiliilL'il  l)cri)iL'  till'  Hull''''  SiinoDii  Urinl^lrri'l  I-n(|' 
Gov.  and  Saimiel  Sewall  Ks(j'  Assist  by  NiUhanicl  Claike  llaTciii 
iioiiiinaled  lOxcciito'^  for  probate  llu-  4"'  .Iiilv  liJ^l. 

t)a|)"''  (icoTiiu  iJarbour  and  Joiiii  Allin  made  Oalli  that  lliry  wcir 
|)ri'scnl  wlicu  ,losc|,li  ( 'larkc  Slmicd  Sealed  and  de(  l;ire(l  ihi-,  lu--lru- 
nien'  to  he  Ids  la^t  w  ill  and  Test  am'  and  that  he  was  lluii  ot  di^i)(i>- 
inu  ndml  to  llieir  nnder--tamlin;i'. 

Atli'St'.  Isa  Addi.nc  ion  (.'Ire. 


CLAKKK    HIS    1N\'KNT<': 

ISiiflolk  rnil.iilv  liccdnls,  Bu.-loji,  \'ol.  II:  ls'-.| 

An  Inventory  of  llie  Instate  of  .loscpli  t 'lai  ke  iale  of  Medlield 
Dece"  as  ii  was  |irosented  iiy  his  Kxeeiilo'-  v<.  a|)|iri-ei|  by  iis  \\  li()>e 
naniL'S  are  Subscribeil. — January  li'.irr:l(;s-; 

Imp^-^     his  wearing  Ai)|iarrell  >.<;   IJoukes  f  .(n)  I  :  oo  .•  on 

It.  two  Featiier  i\v(\<  Bedding  Hedsleeds  .v  Fiirniluie  IJ..01)'.):  ICmh) 

It.   one  Bed  S<nne  iieeding  >.<.  Some  renin'-  of  new  clnih  f..(Hi;',  :  11:;  :  m; 

It.    I.iiineii  liinnen  yarn  >.<.  Some  oihe    IhiiiiiS  L..O(i.')  :  12  :  no 

II.    liras-^  iiewtar  0^  Iron  in  the  house  jl.jioI  ;  0:1  :  oi) 

It.   S(j)ne  Amies  and  Several  tooles  (.•..ooi'  :  lo  :  no 

II.   Several  nlcnsils  in  the  housed   Lumber  L..onl     II  ;  00 
ll.   main   in  y  Innise  .V.  burn  \  nlher  [u.'^isimi   in  y 

li()U>e  L'..Ol  I  :  (I'.i  ;  lui 

It.   Cart  ploimh  .^  other  implein'"  of   llu>bamlr>  L..ni);;  :  I  l' :  00 

It.   a  yoke  of  Uxen  .>v  t  w  o  bulls  f..oi  I  ;  0  I  :  00 

It.  ,')  Cow  s  ami  some  Nouiig  t 'altle  f..ols  :  i:,  ;  00 

It.    Several  SAviue  and  di\ers  other  thiii-s  £:..oi)s  :  It  :  00 

It.   The  Home  lot  .<.  liou>e  \  barn  upon  it  f..()7i;  :  lo  :  00 
It.    I'asiure    LaiuK^  lui^adow   iieer  y Town    I. ami   011 

plaiuiim-  Field  Coi:.  :  lo:  00 
It.   upland  \  .Meailow  on    .Mill    broke  ami  at  Further 

l.'i,.]d  L..OIS  :  00  :  00 

It.    Meadow  on  Stoii  \\\\rv  .V  at  Center  Meadow  L..0I  ",  :  00  :  00 
It.   one  peel  of  Fami  near  Fas\   i)laiii  ami  one  near  \' 

bent  of  Cliiirh's  i;i\er  i..olo  :  in  :  00 

It.    Five  wood  lot-  about   Isaeiv-  L.-Oo;!  :  00  :  00 
It.  two  peels  of   LamI  at  y  lu-w  uraiit  .<  LMi  aere>  of 

Swamp  t;..llL'.S:t)0:0l) 

L..L';n,   i^.    01; 
Ciiaiiaii-;  Bakihhk   Wimiam  F  w:  ruiix.i:    I  no.    Ins  i  -1  >.n. 
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Nalli.-niicI  CLirkr  IacC  made  (lalli  hcri.i'c  (lie  1  Ichki''''-  Siiiioii 
i5rail>lictl  INi|' .  ( ;()\ '.  and  SaimK'll  Sew  all  Mmi'  A^^jsi  r'',liil,\  l(i^l 
•ha  I  llii-^  i--  a  iii>i  ami  1  nic  lii\  I'lilmy  ul'  ihc  Ivslalc  uf  his  laic  l''allicr 
)ii>i'|ili  ('laikc  Deer  .  Id  hi>  hoi  k nowlcilur  aihl  llial  when  UKirc 
i|i|ifars  JKT  will  cau-c  il  Id  hr  aihlcil. 

Allr>i.      l.s\.  Addim;  ion    Clrr. 

|;KN.IA.\11.\     CI.AIJKI':.       (.I..>i  m.') 


llcii  jniiiiii  ( 'lark  was  lioi'ii  in  McillirM,  Mill.  llciiiar- 
v\vf\  Doicas  Aldi'M.'  ill  Mlli.")  ;  slic  was  llu- (huiulihT  of  ,los('|ili 
.Moi^r,  anil  '_:i:iiiil-tlauiiliti,'r  of  SainiU'l  .Moiv-e,  a  MiMirriii 
(  I'dinwc'irs  arms'.  lie  li\fil  in  the  I'lak  ln.ii-,i-  in  .\l  .Mlli.j.L 
Ul-  (liuii  in    iTlM  :    liis  wilr.   in    [',-■>. 
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WILL    OF    HKN.IAMIN    CLAKK. 

|SiilT(ilk  I'luhiilc  Kc-unrds,  ncstiiii,  \'(il. -J:; : -ir.l.  | 

[ii  Uu:  iiaiiu'  ;iiul  leai'  ol"  (Jod  AiiuMi. 

1  B('iijameii  t'larkt;  of  Mcdlielil  in  the  Coiiiity  of  Siillolk  in  His 
Majlslys  I'roN  Inrc  of  liu;  Massaciiusctls  Hay  in  New  IlLiiilaniJ 
WliL'c\vrii;hl  iteiu.n'  uboul  Seventy-live  yeai's  of  ai;('  and  tlironuii 
(iods  (ioodness  at  present  have  and  enjoy  niy  meniuiy  -^^  nndeistand- 
ing  and  a  eoiisiderabh'  Measnre  of  heallii,  yt'l  lieinL;'  niindfidl  of 
Death  and  ol  my  Dnly  to  Set  my  llonse  in  order  and  in  prfpcration 
th(!i'eto  1  Do  humbly  eonnuit  my  Immortal  Soul  throui^rji  ChiisL 
Jesus  into  Ihe  hands  of  the  Almighty  and  for  thai-  poilion  of 
Worldly  Goods    "which  Goii  of  his  i^oodness  hatli  gi\en  me: 

i  do  dispose  of  them  as  followetli :   My  just  Debts  lirst  paid 

Imitriniis- -I  give  and  beipiealli  unio  my  lo\ing  wife  Dorcas 
(,'larke  my  Dwelling  house  I  live  in  and  my  pail  in  the  Harn.  being 
half  the  ISarn  am'  all  my  rigid  in  the  Ordianl  the  nse  thei'eof  \\illi 
the  iini)rovemeiit  of  all  my  lands  of  all  sorts  in  said  Medlield  and 
Dedham  Kxcepting  my  meadoAv  in  Center  MeadoAV  so  long  as  she 
remain  my  Avid(j\v  and  bear  the  name  ol'  Dorcas  Clarke  and  no  lon- 
ger; and  also  I  give  her  myt)est  \it;d  Holster  ^^  Pillows,  Hed  ('lollies 
&  all  that  belongs  to  it,  and  Six  pairs  of  sheets,  >^L  as  inncli  House- 
hold Stuir  as  she  shall  judge  convenient  to  keep  House  uiLli;  and 
also  1  iii\e  her  Twenty  pounds  of  Siher  .Moiie\  and  Twenty  [(ounds 
pajier  moni->'  and  two  cows  all  •which  movables  1  give  to  liei'  use  ov 
ilispose  forc'ver.     *     +     +     *     * 

Item  I  give  and  be(|ueath  unto  my  daughter  Hannah  Mason 
Twelve  pounds  of  silver  Money  besid(,'s  Aviiat  she  foi-meriy  I'cccivcd. 

Item  1  will  and  beijiieath  unto  my  Son  Theophihis  ( 'larkc  my 
little  Line  Swamji  in  Wi'entliam  bounds  with  what  oHicr  Lands  I 
have  foriiKU'ly  given  him  by  Deeds  and  also  L/iuht  pounds  in  money 
Avhieh  he  owes  me  and  Ten  pounds  money  more  wilh  half  my  Land 
in  the  New  (Irani  to  iv|ualize  him  with  his  broiher  IMward  relaiiiig 
lo  that  [liece  <>{'  Meadow  I  have  given  him  in  Center  .Meadovv  here- 
after Specifyed  and  one  Third  part  of  four  Common  Rights  in 
Wreiilham  liounds.      *      +      +      *      * 

Then  follows  gifls  of  lainl  unci  '"'riMi  poiiinls  money  to 
Son  'I'iniolliy  Clarke  lo  lM|iiallze  liis  iiortion,"  also  luinl  in 
e(»niiiii>ii  I'igiits  in  Wreiitlmin.  Also  to  his  son  l'".dv'a!il. 
various    hds    ol'    land.      To    his   tlaiighler,    I'abuli.i  >.,^i.';d. 
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"  lugiit  [louiids  SilvL'i'  Four  [lomulrf  paper  money  to  Son 
Selh  hiiildiiigs  and  hinds  in  INIedlield  and  Dedhani  to  come 
to  him  when  his  mothers  teiin  of  improvement  expires."  To 
Ifaniiah,  'I'lieophihis,  'I'imothy,  iMlward,  and  Tal)ilha, 
''Twelve  pounds  each,  curi'iMit  l>:ty,  to  be  paid  within  ten 
j'ears  after  my  discease.  What  Silver  1  have  not  iiiven 
away  shall  he  eijually  di\  ided  among  my  four  Sons." 

*  *  *  Aiul  I  ell)  iieri'liy  C'ouslilule  and  orelain  my  said  AvilY- 
Dorcas  Clark  to  hcc  my  .-^oiil  Kxcciitrix  of  this  my  Uisl  w  ill  and 
Testaiiiont 

[n  \vitaess  Avbereof  1  liave  liercunto  Set  iny  liaiul  ami  Seal  llie 
Eigliteeiith  day  of  Ahircli  in  the  year  of  Lord  One  Tlioiisaiid  Sc\  lii 
liuiidred  'I'wnily  onv.  Benjamin  Clark  and  a  >-eal  Siiiin-d  Si  alfd 
and  declared  Ijy  the  said  licnjannn  Clark  a>  his  last  "will  >.<:  're-la- 
ment 

111  |)rescncc  of  ns  llic  .lulisci'ilx-rs 

lii;M;v  Samii'.i.  S.Mrrn   Slmi'      Kri:A/.Ki:  S.Mrrn 

S.Mrrn  M\am  :   >.<;  Joiix   15a vkki.i.  He^' 

These  may  cerlify  Ih,;  honoreil  Jml^e  for  I'rohalc  That  I  Ihe 
Snhseriliei'  liuinu'  ai)[ioiined  l!xecntri.v  of  the  wilhin  wrillcn  Will  >i 
Testament  of  my  late  ILiisband  Heiij:  Clark  Deceased  thai  liy  rea-un 
of  my  l(Min-  Sickness  i*i  weakness  I  am  nol  able  lo  undertaki'  that 
work  'I'lierefcM'e  1  do  nllerly  refuse  a-  beini;'  Iv\ecuLiix  of  Ihe  said 
Willthon;ili  Otherwise  I  do  apjiroNc  of  Said  Will  and  do  accehi  of 
what  iJro\  isions  is  therein  made  for  me. 

ill  \\iiiiess  wlu'reof  1  ha\e  Set  my  hand  Doiaws  Ci.akiv  >.^  a  mark. 

Dec.  2:."'  17-J-i  \\'iUiess 

IIlNKY    .\|)AMS 

Samiki    Smi  1 II 
Llxam  :   \     .biii.N    l>ovi>i:i.i.  Kti;'. 


CLAKKF,    AD.Mi:i:    ACCT. 

To  the  buildiiiLi-  \  hi-  part  in  House  I.olt  (;.">. .00. .00 

'I'o  7  acres  vV  an  half  of  I'h.w    Land  at  Sonlli  I'laiii  :iO..O(i..O() 

'i'o  ;'.  acres  of   .Meadow    Land  at   L  pper  .Meadow  3(;..oo..oiJ 

'Lo  I  acres  ,.<,  half  of  .Meadow   Land  in  Ceiiler  .Meadow  ,')L.oo..oo 

To  [  acrt'  .<_  half  of    Meadow  al  Lrook  .\Kadow  12. .00. .00 

'I'o  1  acre  >.<.  half  at  Home  of  .\K-adow    Land  !,"<    '  u  .00 

To  1  acres  of  I'ine  Swaini)  I..00  .,hi 


N 
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To  (i  :UMVs  of  \V^>o(llaiiil  near  IIimiic  Inl  ',»..im)..()() 

To  \2  iUTf-  ol'  Wooillaiul  in  Dfilliaiii  l)omii|>  li)..un..i)(i 

To  2  ai  ri'>  of  Woodland  near  Noon  hid  l..(i(i..i)ii 

To  2  acn-s  .^  lialf  of  \Voodland  in  Mwlford  l..(i(i..(ii; 

To  7  aiTi's  \  liair  of  Swanii)  in  lUaci';  Swamp  7..00..1111 

■ 'I'o  ;{  iicrcs  Land  al  I'lnc  riaiii  ;;..i)(i.(i(i 

'J'o  I?  acri's  of  I'low  Land  in  Wrmlliani  l>ound>  i;..()o..(io 

'I'o  8  aciTs  of  I'inc  Suanip  in  W'l'ciilhani  Ditto  l^..l(i..n() 

f-L'Ill  ..  1(1. .(M) 


|^^^l^^Mll;   I'loLalc   Kufoids,    i;.,,-loii,   N'ol.  24    :;!ii.  | 

'/'he  Arruiiij'l  I'f  h\l(r,ir<l  < 'hir/,-  A'  Srih   i'hirL-  .\<h,iinr-  viiui    hxhtmrnt 
AiUHX,/  on  the  l':sl,il<   uf  Ihilr  r'allur  lU  uj.  Chirl:  lut,   ,,f  .]/i-,liii  I.I 

lM-r,(sr,l. 

TliL-  Said  Ac'coniplanls  (_"liai'i;e  liicmsclvis  willi  all  and  Sini;idar 
tliL'  j^oods.  CiiaKels  Kiulits  and  Credits  of  llio  >aid  lircia-'cd  S|)(i;i- 
fyinl  in  an  ln\  entory  llit'rcol'  i)y  tlieni  L\liil)ilrd  iido  llic  KtLii^ttv  (d' 
the  Court  ol'  I'l-oliatc  for  tiic  Counly  al'orc^':  <ui  ihr  I.'."'  Day  of 
Ji'ehniary  17L'4.      A  inounling  lo  i:ii;;)..llMu 

KeceiviMl  sinci.'   from  an    Indian   SL'r\anl.s   time;  named 

Josi'|.  Daniel  L-,..(iu..<m) 

A  lion-  not  in\cntorifd  s.dd  for  :;..  l()..i)(i 

And    till-    said    Acromptanl,^   pray    for   allo\vam-c    for   paym'    Uy 

tlicni  made  a>  fono\\> 

\'i/.'. 

]'■'  .lolm  i'ratl  for  a  Collin  s/  for  the  Craxc  Diuiiinu'  :; /  11.. — 

1*''  Iv/.ra  Clark  Con^laMc  Itafc-  l»i--  ■'! 
1''   Do    for  Smith    work    i:./lo    pi    Dr.    .lei-s    12/     p"    Dr. 

Adams  tl  -'••   •■'■■"' 

r'  for  Draw  in-  llie  Will   Lci  ter>  of  Admini-t  I'ation   a  >•  1..    I.,  li 

1"  llii-  Wiliios  iMminn  lo  llioton  1  I-- 

1"  for  Appri-in-  tlu-  Instate  '^•-   •! 

.  1"  for  Thra-^liin--  Corn  and  other  Lal.or  V>..— 

1"  for  fXhihiliii-- the  ln\entory  and  i  )alh-  10..— 

1"  for  Dyin-  <'loLh  C/i;  p''  .\1'  .  Ilammoii  loi-  nur-^in-' L'/  .'^..  U 
1''  the  Administrators  .lonrne)  to  i'.o>ton  to  pro\e  W  ill  .ve  1  ..  4..— 
I'l  Theopidlir-^  Clark  for  dre-sinu  lda\ 

I'l  Tinn.lhy  Wheh.ck  for  Do.  !•■   -' 

Laid  Joseph  I'.ullard  for  bnr.N  im^'  the  Indian  1-  ^'< 
Laid  lOhene/.ar  .Ma-.m  an<l  other-  for  Thrashing; 

I'aiil  for  weiuliinu  Sih.T  and  urilini;-  '   '•• 
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'I'o  A(lmiiiislriit.()i-",s  lime  \  tronhlc  l^.. — ..-- 

I'iiul  I'oi'  l)i:i\viuii  allosvinn'  ^v   KiL'iinliii'i  lliis  Ace',  ^^c  14..— 

I'aid  I'lir  copy  of  llii>  AccniiiU  '2..i't..~ 

Krrors  Kxci'iiti'd  ^i 

Ki>WAi;i>   CivitK 

Si.  Ill     Cl.AUK 

'I'lii;   A(liniir~:    lia\L-   hi'ouiilil    no    rcci-pls   liiil    tlir    iiayuiciils  arc 
small 

Siilfolk  ss  :      By  iIh-  Hon''''  Samuel  Suwiill  Ks(|r.  .Iiulue  of  Tao.  >^c. 

JMlwanl  Clark  ami  Selh  Clark  AdiiHii".  prcM'iited  the  roivi;o- 
iiiil'  and  made  Oath  thai  it  roiilaini'd  a  just  and  tvnu  acconnt  of  their 
Ailministration  on  the  Kstate  of  their  Father  Henjamln  ( 'laik  late 
of  Medlield  Deceased,  So  I'ar  as  liny  lia\e  procieded  therein; 
which  I  do  aceordiniily  allow  ami  ap|iro\c  ol'. 
Boston  .Ian  ;!':   172")     .lural    ('orain 

S  \Mii:i,  Si;\\  Ai. 


'nillOl'lllLAS'   CLAUK.      ( lit  n.)  amin,-'  .Ioski'h.') 

'riu'opliihis  I'hiik  was  born  in  1(170.  lie  iiiariicd  in 
ITIS,  for  his  seci^iid  wife,  l-'Jizalielh  Ilaiiies  Cutler  of  Kead- 
iiiU',  llio  widow  of  Natliaiiiel  Cutler.  He  \\as  a  founder  of 
the  (own  and  clnireli  of  .Meilway,  ami  setlU^d  there  opiiosile 
his  father's  iiouse,  across  the  ii\er  in  Medlield.  lie  had 
lwel\i'  childn'U.  Aliiii,aii,  Ihe  ^cuniicst  child  of  his  liist 
wife,  was    horn    in    171-.      She   nmrried   .1  ouulhan  Cut  ler  in 

I  7o.">,  and  nio\  id  to  llolliston. 

After  a  very  Ihorotiiih  scai'ch  ainoiii;  the  records  of  tlii' 
towiiH  in  Ivistern  .Ma.isaehiisi'lts  to  discoNcr  the  |)ai-cntaL:,(' 
of  l^lizalicth  llaiiu's,  hut  one  I'aniily  (d'  llnit  name  has  hecn 
I'ound  that    could    possihh-  lie  the  one  iVoui  which  she  canu-. 

II  is  prohalde  her  falluu'  was  Jonathan  iiaiucs,  who,  with 
iiis  son  Joseph  and  three  daiioliters,  were  carrie^l  away  cap- 
tives liy  the  Indians  from  llawihill,  in  lli;'7.  This  family 
escaped,  and  (tn  their  return  to  the  Colony  wcic  scattered 
for  a  time  aimm^  settlements  less  exposed  to  Imlian  raids. 
I'dizalieth  |iidli;ild\  found  a  home  in  or  near  Keailimj.  I'lom 
this  home  she  marrii'd  Nathaniel  ('utier,  as  his  second  wil^ 
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Slie  n;iiiu!(l  lier  lirbt  cliild  .loiiutliaii,  iii()l);ilily  aftei'  lii;r  fatliiT, 
\  .lonatliau  Haines.  As  this  is  the  tiist  Joiuilhaii  in  tliis  Cul- 
ler family,  it  is  at  irast  signiiicanl.  l^'ivc  yi'ais  at'tur  lior 
marriage  with  Nathaniel  Cutler,  she  was  left  a  widow.  Four 
years  later,  she  married  Theophilas  Clark. 

Meantime  the  family  of  Jonathan  Haines,  or  some  part 
of  it,  had  moved  Irom  the  Province  of  iMassachusetts  ]^ay 
to  Woodst(»ck,  Coini.  Al)ont  tlie  year  IT."),'),  Tiieophilas 
Clark  moved  to  the  town  of  Ashford,  Conn.,  near  Wood- 
stock, wliere  he  ac(|nired  large  tracts  of  land.  This  change 
of  residence  was  no  doubt  brought  about  through  the  inllu- 
ence  of  his  wife,  Klizabeth.  She  was  evidently  a  woman  of 
energy,  with  a  talent  for  business. 

After  the  <leath  of  Mr.  Clark,  in  [I'M,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  the  estate,  it  was  natural  that  I'Mi/.abeth  should  wish 
to  be  near  her  father's  family.  On  .May  i),  1  7-l(),  she  bought 
land  in  Woodstock,  and  ln're  she  spent  the  remainder  of  her 
eventful  life. 

WILL    OF    TIlKOl'HILAS    CLAliK    OF    ASIIFoKD.    CON.V. 

I'riil..ilc'a  in  WiiuUjiiNi  I'lobau-  hi.-lricl,  Ni.v.  ii,  17.. 7. 

Ill  thi!  iiaiiic  of  (i()(l  aiueii  y  lil'lli  da\'  of  October  17.")7.  I  'I'hc- 
ophila.s  Clark  of  .Vsliforil  in  yConnly  ol'  Wiiidliaiii  in  y  Colony 
of  Conuecticul,  llusliandman.  licini;  -^ick  and  weak  in  body,  hnL  (d' 
perfect  mind  and  nienioi-y,  Thanks  he  -iiven  to  (Jod  therefor,  not 
knowiug'  how  hoon  (lod  may  cal  me  y  way  of  all  y"=  Farth,  do  make 
and  ordain  Ihis  my  last  will  and  'risUunent.  That  i.N  to  Say  prince- 
ply  and  lirst  of  all  1  iii\e  and  rccunend  my  Sonl  into  y  liatub  of 
God  that  (!avc  it  and  my  body  I  rccomcnd  toy  Fartli  to  be  Imricd 
in  deceanl  manar  at  y  discretion  of  my  Fxccutor  hearc  after  named 
nothing  donliling  bnl  at  y  (ieneral  Ke-nnt-clion  1  >hall  recover  y 
Same  again  by  y  miiiiily  power  of  (itjd,  ami  as  touchini;  sncii 
Avorldly  Fstale  wherewith  it  hus  ideated  (iod  to  15U\s>  me  with,  af- 
ter my  Fnneral  Fxixnses  and  Jnst  Debt'-  ai.-  payde  I  (iive  and  Dis- 
pose of  as  foUo-welh. 

It"'.— I  give  >.<:  be(iuealh  to  my  Son  lOliene/.ar  live  [lonnds  and 
that  with  what  I  have  already  given  him  I  account  i  >  b,  hi,  i  ,dl 
jiart  and  portion  of  my  Fstale.     ****** 
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'I'lioii  follows  lln'  s;uiK'  k'liiu-ii's  to  each  ciiiM,  viz  :  C'aluli, 
Kiic'lu'l,  Deborah,  Doicas,  IMaiy,  Ahi<;ail,  with  tlu'  same 
statement  following  regaiding  what  had  alieadv  lieeu  given 
them. 

It'".  -  1  liivc  and  l)i'i|Ucalh  to  my  Son  'I'lKMipliilas  my  homoli'd 
ill  wliifh  I  now  Uvc  in  \vcli  I  houuiiL  of  'I'lios.  C'orhin  onl3'  my  w  ill 
is  iLat  my  loving  ■wife  Kli/.al)cth  sliall  have  y  improvements  of  it, 
So  long  as  She  remains  my  widoAv.     ***** 

It'".  —  I  give  and  heiinealh  to  my  Son  15enjimen  Llial  liiUKlrcd 
aercs  of  land  I  honglit  oi'  ,)arob  Parker  wiIj  lyes  West  oi'  Mr.  Sam- 
nel  WooilcoeUs  in  Asiiford. 

It'". — I  givt!  and  lieiiiieatli  to  my  Danghter  ICslher  lifty  ponnds 
to  be  paide  her  when  Siie  mai-ries  or  eomes  to  y  age  of  tweuty-one 
y'r's. — and  luy  will  is  tiiat  y  li\e  ponnds  "weli  I  have  given  to  eaeh 
of  my  Sons  &  to  Eaeh  of  my  Danghters  that  lives  down  in  y'^'  prov- 
ence  (Medway)  Shonld  he  iiaide  to  them  witliin  two  years  after  my 
deeeas. 

It'". — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  lo\  ing  \vife  i'Mi/.aheth  ail  my 
moval)le  Estate  of  all  sorts  bo' h  uithin  d(M)rs  and  without  when  all 
my  debts  and  legasis  are  paide  out  of  it. 

I  do  herel>y  eonstitute  maUe  and  ordain  my  loving  wife  I'^liza- 
beth,  my  sole  E.veeutor  of  this  my  will  and  testament  and  I  do 
hereby  revoke  and  disalow  all  other  wills  testaments  and  i)c(|U(sts 
and  Exeentors  by  me  before  named,  ratifying  and  c(jnforming  this 
to  be  my  last  will  and  testament.  In  witness  w  iiereof  I  y  s'  Tlie- 
ophilas  Clark  have  heareunto  set  my  hand  and  seall  y  day  and  year 
before  written.  Signed,  Sealed  I'ulilished  pronounced  and  ileclared 
by  y  s''  'riieophihis  Clark  to  he  his  last  will  and  totamenl. 

'i"iii:()i'iiii.As  Ci.AUK   (Seal) 

In  y  pi'est-nts  of  un  llu'  suliscrihers 

TlluAl  \S    CuKUlN 

Ai  i:\.vNi»i:i;    ii;\iN»i 

I'll  II  11'     IvVSI.M  \.\ 

INVKN  roKV. 

A  Inventory  of  y  l':stale  .jf  M'  'l'he(.))hilas  Clark  of  A>hford 
taken  by  us  \^^  suhscriln'i's  under  o.alh  thi>  .Vi'  day  of  N'oveiulic'r  1  I'M. 
The  house  and  barn  and  hnm.slcd  ci.utaiuiim  ini)  aeres  f7(((i..()i)..()() 
100  aeres  of  land  lyinu  uj>oii  a  hill  we>t  of  mount  hop 

river  l.,!i..uo.,io 
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It'" Vniis  Mini  aiiarirl  L:1I.  hihlrs  and  nl  lici'  honks  fil  ,",7. .no. .no 

A  iiui^ro  jiirl  pris  at  of   rmir  yt-ars  oiild  lo..()o..oo 

A  Kiildfii  liors  Avilli  >"'  ruriiiliirc  licloimini;  lo  liini  j:I..oo..oii 

A  yoke  of  o.\(!ii  with  li\t;  cows  and  oius  yoaiiinu,  (;'.-'..oo.  (10 
i;')  shoop  flO  Carl  \  wluals  chain  yoak  |)h)ii^-  irons  liar 

a.\cs  Syihc  L'L'u  ;;o..oo..oo 

new  i-lolli  not  made  up  l.'()..()(l..(i(i 
live  fcatlnT  bod  s\ilh   co\i'riiii;-  and  other  rurnilure  lo 

Iheni  '.),;. .00.00 
lining  yarn,  colon  avooI.  sln'e|>s  wool,  \\itii  sonieollnM' 

Ihin'^s  II. .110. 00 

Krass  and  I'nlar  €17.  Iron  ware  within  y  house  L'.»  •_'i;..oo..oo 
Tallica    cloilis,    clniirs,   luljs    liariels    with    sinn    otlu'r 

lunilier  lL'..o('..oo 

Hills  of  I'nhlic  cii'tlil  Ii..l0..00 

Sil\  er  money  al    !,">  [leny  weight  s..(io..oo 

hy  oni'  Ixmd  thai  \\as  ilew   to  nu'  ^^  1  ha\c  I'eceised  it  Is. .00. .00 

To  bonds  lor  mone.>  L'70..  lo..  10 

S  \Aii  I-  Snow  1 


I'lrrAi;   Hhknai.i.        -    prisor' 
Siiriioi',1.   DiMix  K     I 


ANCESTRY    OF    ELIZABETH    ROCKWOOD, 

Willi    M\i;kii:i)   Cm..    Simiuin    Ci   ii.i;i;. 

inCIIAKI)     laK'KWOOl). 

In  tills  couiitiy  llie  iiaou'  was  lirst  recoitUMJ  as  Ivixkel, 
and  lliis  s[H'lline'  was  letaiiii'tl  until  I  72.S,  when  llie  oiiLiinal 
ofllioe  raphy  was  resloied.  (  M'  tlie  nninlier  tA'  Ui'ckid.^  who 
(.•ally  univi'd  in  Nt'w  Mii^land,  and  of  their  preNions  liistor\', 
nolhinii,'  can  be  discoveretl.  The  names  of  only  two  have 
been  preservecl.  ()f  these,  dohii,  who  was  enrolled  as  a 
planter  in  Dorelii'ster,  in  Hi.;!;,  died  without  issue.  Kiehard 
was  also  a  [)lantei-  in  1  )orcliester,  in  the  same  ycai',  and 
from  him  all  tln'  IJoi-kw ooils  (jf  Ni'W  l^niiiand  origin  lia\e 
sprung. 


I    • : '      >  I  "f ! 


I II  I  III  I  < 


l.!i. 


:..;  f 


Dv'U 


.ml       '.--,1 

■   I  MM-. 


IT 


'I'lif  lilsl  rrroiil  we  luwr  ol'  liim  i>.  lli:it  lio  :iiul  lii>  wiu- 
t^ulil  ;i  lioiisi  ami  Ivwiily  anrs  ol'  land,  in  W  ivnmutli,  wliirli 
hc'lonut'd  1(1  lln'ii-  child,  and  llic  (icncial  Couil,  Mai'ch  'J, 
l(l;)(i-7,  bonnd  llic  smi  wlirn  ol'  a<zr,  citlicr  to  lalit'y  llu'  sale 
or  "allow  all  sucli  costs  as  the  ('ouit  shall  think  nicclc." 
Ivichaid's  lirsl  wile  was  tlu-  dan^htci-  oT  /acliai')-  llickncll, 
to  whom  he  must  liaNc  Ikhmi  niaiiii-d  as  I'ail)'  as  lii27,  three 
3'eais  piior  to  (he  settlement  ol'  1  )uiclicstei'.  This  leads  lo 
the  piesnuiittion  that  lu'  had  [ncvidusly  li\t'd  In  Weymouth, 
where  the  maiiiai^e  took  place,  oi  mole  |»rolialilv  in  W  ey- 
moiilh  ol'  Doiselshire,  I'lmn  whence  the  eaily  settleis  ol'  onr 
Wevmouth  came. 

For  his  second  w  il'e  he  maiiidl  Ann  — ■ — ,  who  dieil  in 
Idlil.      lie  had  three  childi'cn,  two  hoys  and  one  girl. 

NICHOLAS-'    KOC'KWOOl).      (  Kk  ii aim..' ) 


Nicholas  Kockwood  was  horn  as  early  as  1()2<S.  lie  liisl 
located  in  lirainlrei',  hut  in  HI.'iU,  the  I'literprise  of  settling' 
tlu'  new  town  of  .Medlield  di'ew  him  thither,  and  he  lu'came 
one  of  the  pi'oprietors  of  that  town,  as  was  al.-^o  Lieut.  Ileniy 
Adams.  lie  ihcw  lots  of  land  from  time  to  time,  most  of 
Avhich,  by  a  division  of  the  low  iishi[»  in  171.1,  fell  into  .Med- 
way.  He  linally  settled  in  the  northeast  [)art  of  Aledway, 
and  was,  with  most  of  his  family,  in  the  stone  hoirse  at 
Uogistow  I'ond  when  King  I'hilip  and  his  wai'riors  met  with 
their  "  notoiioiis  repulse"  in  lli7'i.  lie  became  a  niember 
of  the  chureli  in  Medlield,  and  took  the  fi'eeman's  oath 
May  2;i,   HiilC'. 

He  maiiied  lir^l.-lane  Adams,  danghlei'  of  Lieut.  Ili'ury 
Adams,  wli.i  died  in  M',.,!,  and  second.  .Margaret  llMlbiook. 
in  H'l.'.d,  who  died  in  l(i7l.  She  was  the  .laughter  of  TIioukis 
llollirook.  who  settled  llolbrook  Station  in  Sherborn,  in 
ICio-J.       He  died  in   ir,,sil. 

He  seems  to  ha\e   bet'ii    a    hn>bandman    in    connnon   cir- 
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ciiinslancrs,  and  a  worthy  ami  rcsiiccted  cili/.cii.  lie  had 
eight  childi'cii  ;  sevoii  oT  llu'iii  wne  boys;  none  of  tlu-in 
were  named  after  him,  which  is  (juite  a  remarUalih'  omission 
of  the  nsnal  custom  of  the  day.  On  the  di'alii  of  their 
father,  Mdward  Adams  was  ciiosen  gnardian  for  llie  minor 
chihlren. 

.JOHN'   KOCKWOOI).      (NiciioiAs,^'  K'niiAKi).') 

John  Rock  wood  was  horn  in  Ihlijf.  lli'  inherited  the 
honistead,  one-fonrth  mile  sonth  of  the  lowi'st  water  |)ii\ih 
eofi  on  Hoiiistow  IJrook,  in  Ivist  Medway.  lie  was  styled 
'■'Key."  on  the  records,  |irol»alily  fiom  his  speaking  in  relig- 
ions meetings,  as  tlieie  is  no  eviilence  that  he  was  ever 
ordained  or  licensed  to  [)reaeh.  He  is  i)rt'snmed  to  liave 
been  a  Separatist.  He  assisted  in  the  establishmerd  of  tiie 
tirst  iJaplist  Church  in  Mcdfu'ld.  He  was  twice  married: 
lirst,  in  HiS.S,  to  J5ei'thia 'rwitchel,  who  died  in  ITOd.  He 
had  eight  children. 

SAINHIEL'  KOCKWOOI).    (John,''  NioiiorAs,^'  IJicirMii..' ) 

Sanuiel  Hockwood  was  born  in  Ki'.);").  He  uuuried  INIary 
White  of  Meudon,  and  settled  southeast  of  \\'inthro[)'s 
Pond  in  JNIedway  on  land  granted  to  Cajjl.  George  15arl)our, 
in  IGT)'.'.      He  had  five  children. 
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TIMOTHY'  HOCKWOOI).     (Samuki,,'  John,'  Nicih.i  as,' 

l\l('ll  \K1>.'  ) 

Tiiuolliy  Hock  wood  was  bom  in  Mcdway,  .liily  5,  1727. 
In  1750,  lie  married  l^lizabetli  Perry,  wliose  lioine  was  in 
sight  of  his  future  I'esidence  in  IhdUston,  a  Httle  west  of 
lh)llist()n  Center,  lie  was  the  owner  of  much  real  estate  in 
llolliston  and  elsewhere.  He  was  an  ardent  and  constant 
su[)|)0)ter  of  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  war  (jf  Independence, 
a  lirm  and  reliable  friend  of  the  widow  and  fatherless,  in 
those  troublous  times.  He  held  almost  every  ollice  in  the 
gift  of  the  town  [jeculiai'  to  the  Ke^■olutional■y  period.  He 
was  one  of  the  committee  "  to  paste  up  the  names  of  all  who 
sold  or  consumed  any  of  the  I'^ast  India  teas."  The  Gen- 
eral Court  re([uir(.'d  the  ijhaltilanls  of  the  several  towns  to 
furnish  the  army  with  a  (quantity  of  beef  and  clothing. 
Timothy  IJockwood  was  one  of  a  committee  chosen  "  to 
procure  beef  and  pay  nujney  in  lieu  thereof,  agreeable  to 
the  records  of  the  (ien^'ral  Court."  He  was  also  on  a  com- 
mittee to  "  inspect  the  inhal)ilants  of  the  town,  and  learn 
the  o[»inion  of  each  person  in  rehiti(jn  to  the  acts  of  the 
Provincial  Congress." 

In  1770,  he  was  one  of  those  elujseu  lo  draw  up  an  in- 
strument relative  to  forming  a  constitution  f(jr  the  State. 
He  died  in  lyoil,  aged  seventy-nine.  He  had  tweh'e  chil- 
dren, and  in  186(J,  his  descendants  numbeied  four  hundred 
and  lifty-live.  His  eldest  daughter,  l\li/-abelli,  niaiiied 
Col.  Simeon  Cutler  in  1770. 
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ANCESTRY   OF  ELIZABETH    PERRY, 

Who   M ai;i;ii:I)  'riMoiiiv    I^k  KWdoD. 

John  IVrr_y,  boiu  in  iMighind,  ciune  to  (lii«  country  in 
1G31,  in  company  witii  Kc\'.  .lolin  I'Miol,  the  apostle  to  the 
Indians. 

.lOIIN'    I'MHIJ-V.     (John.') 

John  I'eriy  was  born  in  AlLMllicid  in  1(J3'.).  In  l(i(ir>,  he 
married  lUrtida  i\lorsi',  (hiugiitcr  of  Daniel  .Morse,  and 
C(jiisiu  of  tlie  wife  of  Benjamin  Chiik.  In  KiTl),  he  iiad 
land  assigned  him  in  Sherhorn,  where  he  settled  and  became 
one  of  the  selectmen. 

JOSFJ'Il'    I'KKUV.     (John,-  John.') 

Joseph  I'erry  was  born  in  Sherborn,  in  i(i7l.  lie  mar- 
ried .Martha  l.ovett,  in  Il'.'.l8,  and  settled  at  Ihiish  Hill  in 
Sherborn. 

JAMKS'   PEIJKV.     (JosKcii,'  John,'  John.') 

James  Perry  was  born  in  17o;5.  lie  married  l<]lizal)eth 
Dearth  in  17-l>!.  He  settled  near  Metcalf  Statifjn,  MoUiston, 
where  he  was  selectman  f(jr  seven  years.  Ilis  daughlei'. 
Elizabeth,  married  Timothy  Hockwood  in  IT.'iO.  lie  had 
six  children.  One  of  his  sons,  Col.  Abiicr  I'criy,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  l''rcnch  and  Indian  war,  and  in  the  Ke\'ohi- 
tionary  war  commanded  a  regimiMit. 


ANCESTRY  OF  ELIZABETH   DEARTH, 

\\  \\n    M  u;i:n;i>  ,1  ami>    ri;i;i;\  . 

John  Dearth  maiiic(l  iMary — '-   ,  and  mo\i'd  fiom  Nalic 
to  Sherborn  in  1077. 
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.loliii  Dearth  \s.'is  hoiii  in  l('i7(i.  He  uiarrird  l-",liza|](>tli 
Hai'liuiii',  Ki'.IS,  and  livetl  in  Slit'i'lioni,  ncai-  where  the 
woman's  prison  now  stands.  His  (huiLi'hlei'.  I'dizaheth, 
married  , lames  I'eny. 


ANCESTRY    OF    ELIZABETH    BARBOUR, 

Wno  .Makimki)  ,lonN   Divitrn. 

CAl'TAJN    (;K()H0K'    15AK1U)II1{. 

George   IJaiboni'  married,  in  KilO,  Klizaljeth  Clark,  sis- 
ter of  Joseph  Clark  of  Medlield.      Klizabeth  died  in  ICS."!. 

,I()I1N^'   UAHlJOriJ.     (Gf.ok<u:.') 

John  Harliour  was   l)orn    in    l(ili),  in    Medtiehl  ;    married 

in   177(i,  Abigail .      His  (b\uuhter,    l'>lizabeth,  in    ICillH, 

married  ,k)hn   Dearth. 


EXAMPLES    OF    LONGEVITY. 

in  tile  records  of  tlie  C-'utiei'  family  om^  linds  many  I'X- 
ampies  of  tiiose  wlio  lived  to  a  good  old  age  Anioni!,  Ihem 
are  Abigail  Chirk  Cutler,  aged  eighty-two;  -lerusha  M.-ush 
Newton,  ninety-six  ;  Elizabeth  KcK'kwood  Cntler.  ninety- 
six  ;  Sarah  Helkmip  Ne\vtt)n,  one  hundred  and  six  (her 
mother  lived  to  1k'  one  hnndic(l  and  ten)  ;  Ivichaid  Newton, 
one  hun(b'e(l,  and  Nathaniel  Ciitlei',  eighty-six.  The  great 
age  to  which  many  of  these  peo|)le  livi'd  made  it  iiossible 
for  a  few  lives  to  extend  o\ei'  a  long  [leriod  of  yeais. 

1-Jizal)eth  Kockwood  Cntler  was  a  famous  narrator  of 
storii's    of    the    Colonial   and    Kevohitionary    i>eri(HU        lii  r 
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busbau'il  was  u  soIcVut  in  tlu-  lvi'\  (»liilii)ii:irv  war  ;  Iilt  iiiu'K', 
Abuer  Perry,  was  in  llii'  I'lciu'li  ami  Indian  wai',  and  as 
eulonel,  coniniaiuK'd  a  regiment  dnrinu  llu'  devolution. 
ller  grantlparents  were  hoiii  in  hlTo  ii,  and  must,  llieri'loro,' 
have  been  personally  :ic»iuainted  willi  some  of  the  i'il^rinis 
and  many  of  the  early  i'urilaii  settleis;  yet  thei\-  are  many 
now  living  who  knew  ( i  randmotliei-  Cutler  for  twenty  years. 
Al»igail( 'lark  Cutler,  born  in  1711,  lixed  until  her  granil- 
sou,  Klihu,  Avas  twenty-live.  liei'  grandfathei'  was  Ijorn  in 
1(1-14.  lie  was  present  in  .Med way  at  the  lime  of  the  Indian 
raid  on  the  stone  lioube  at  Bogistow,  tiud  also  at  Medlield 
when  that  town  was  Imrned  and  its  inhabitants  massacred. 
She  was  thus  able  verbally  to  give  le.-timony  (•(jiieerinng 
these  incidents  to  one  who  lived  until  1S,",7. 


.      SETTLEMENT  OF    NEW  TOWNS. 

The  energetic  pioniiers  found  employment  and  prolit  as 
pro^jrietors  (^f  townships.  (Jrants  of  land  were  easily  ob- 
tained fi'oui  the  Cieneral  Couit,  on  Cnuditions  that  a  certain 
uumbcr  of  settlers  could  be  found.  Land  was  :dso  granted 
as  a  rewai'd  for  public  ser\ices,  as  in  the  case  of  Ooveiiior 
Winthro|)'s  \s  idow,  to  whom  \vas  gi\-en  territory  in  Ibillis- 
ton,  btn'dering  on  the  lake  which  now  bears  the  family  name. 

iMedlield  and  other  towns  were  aecu-toiiicd  lo  [jay  their 
minister's  salaiy  in  land.  Men  who  (/btaineil  these  grants 
ur"'i'd  the  v<nilh  frtmi  older  towns  to  emiiii-ate  to  the>e  new 
regions,  autl  as  this  was  the  only  means  by  which  they  might 
hope  t(j  betti'r  their  eircannslanci'S,  A'olunteers  for  .--uch  eiiter- 
pi'ises  were  not  wanting.  'I'hey  eleaied  and  cidt  i\  aled  large 
tracts  of  land,  and  were  able  in  time  to  liuild  thereon  com- 
fcntable  dwellings  for  their  families.  'I'hc  more  h.a.id-  lo 
labor   the    beltei',  and   'I'lieophilas   (lark  was  noi ,  il,,,vU-ie, 
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without  an  eye  ti)  business  Avlien  he  moved  to  the  now  town 
of  jNIedway  and  Un>k  with  liiin  not  only  his  wife's  son,  .lon- 
athan  Cnllei',  hut  also  her  two  stei)-sons.  In  this  way.  by 
eniigi'ation  from  older  towns,  lUainlree,  Dorehesler  and 
IMiltc)n  were  setlleil,  and  Irom  them  eame  the  pioneeis  who 
located  iu  Mcdiield,  Sherborn,  Medway  and  Ilolliston.  Of 
these  towns,  many  of  our  ancestors  were  propiiettjrs. 

In  ICilt),  Nicholas  Wood  of  Dorchester  and  Andrew 
Pitcher  weie  occupying  as  tenants  the  hirgc  estate  of  lion. 
,lohu  Glover  in  what  is  now  Milton.  John  (ihn'er  was  sur- 
veyor general,  having  been  a|)i)oirited  l)y  the  (ieneial  Court, 
and  had,  therefore,  supervision  of  all  land-grants  and  the 
settlement  of  contracts.  In  JOT-',  an  Indian  from  near 
Providence,  P.  1.,  eommitted  an  assault  on  Wcxxl's  wife, 
and  till'  governmenl  demanded  that  the  offendci'  should  he 
sent  to  them  to  be  punished,  "  nol  with  death,  but  with 
some  other  punishment." 

The  Indians  in  this  cU^lrict  around  Providence  scUlcnicut 
were  iri  constant  contlict  with  the  Kcw  Samml  (iort<ui,  n\  ho 
settled  with  his  followei's  in  tliat  locality,  and  who  was  also 
obnoxious  to  the  .Massachusetts  Colony.  For  this  reason, 
and  on  at'count  of  the  action  (.)f  the  iioNcrnmcnt  before  men- 
tioned, the  sachems  of  this  territoi'v  in  Phodc  Island  I'or- 
nially  [jlaced  themselves  umler  the  jiuisdictiou  of  iMassa- 
chusetts.  'IMie  lion.  .b)hn  (;i(»\('i'.  kmnvinu  of  this  condition 
of  alfairs,  evidently  infoiincd  his  tenants,  Wood  and  Pitcher, 
that  here  was  a  good  chance  for  :in  iiivc.-ilmcnt .  At  any 
rate,  they,  with  Ileni-y  Adams  senior,  and  picbably  Nic-iio- 
las  Uockwood  of  liraintree,  together  with  Henry  Adams 
juni(jr,  Thomas,  Samuel, -lohn,  and  Cin'isto[ihLi'  Adams,  and 
about  twenty  others,  were  indiu'cd  to  [ictitioii  the  Ccnci'al 
Court,  which  in  UM.'i,  gi-ai.ted  tlu-m  ten  thousand  acres 
around  Pruvitlen<-e,  ••  t<.)  be  set  cut  for  their  town,"  and  re- 
solved that  seven  actual  settleis  should  havr  |m.u>  .  !-  ,  li,,il 
or    keep   out  whom   they  should   tiiink  gootl.       The.    .-hwuM 
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"  coiiipi'oiiiise  "  willi  tliL'  Indians  at  the  easiest  rates  possi- 
ble, dispose  of  the  hoiisi's  (wliieli  belonged  to  the  perse- 
cuted tiortonites),  and  pay  I'or  tiieni  us  the  General  Court 
sliall  hereafter  api)oint,  "if  the}'  sec;  cause  so  to  do."  He- 
fore  the  execution  of  this  scheme  it  is  prolialtle  tiiat  some 
of  the  company  <'am(,'  to  rt-alize  the  inquil}'  of  it  tiiid 
Avithdrew. 

The  com[)any  linally  dissolved,  and  possession  of  the 
land  was  never  taken  ;  neither  does  it  appear  that  they  re- 
ceived any  recompense  from  the  relimiuishment  of  the  grant. 
This  enterprise,  however,  interested  Ihein  in  this  line  of 
business,  and  later  they  l)ecame  proftrietors  of  st.'vertd  new 
towns. 

Wood,  'I'homas  Ilolbrook  and  Pitcher  settled,  in  KJai, 
at  what  is  now  calleci  Ilolbrook  Station.  Here  they  were 
joined  by  Daniel  Morse.  This  Avas  tlie  lirst  settlement  on 
the  west  sidt-  of  the  Charles  Kiver  at  Sheiborn.  Nicholas 
^^'ood's  daughter  was  the  lirst  white  child  born  in  Sherborn, 

Henry  Adams  and  Nicliolas  l\Ockwood  contented  them- 
selves with  settling  Medlield  and  INIedway;  the  latter  livi-il 
in  the  eastt-rn  part  at  Hogistow,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
other  settlers  built  the  stone  fort  which  formed  a  refuge  for 
families  for  miles  around.  'I'his  fort,  though  (»ften  assailed 
by  the  Jntlians,  was  never  taken.  This  spiiit  (jf  adventure 
was  still  alive  a  hundred  years  later,  when  the  three  chil- 
<lren  of  Caj)!.  Daniel  i^ami's  moved  four  hundred  miles  west, 
to  the  "Mohawk  Countiy."  .lames  Karnes,  who  married 
.lerusha  Newton,  and  Mary  Kames,  who  married  ,]ose|)h 
Phipps,  wei-e  in  the  comi)any  which  emigrated  to  Central 
New  Voik,  and  were  thu  liist  to  settle  on  public  lands,  in 
Oneida  County.  Theii'  descendants  are  today  among  the 
most  eminent  citizens  of  that  dislrii'l. 

Caroline  I'hipps,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  l'hip[)S,  was  the 
founder  of  l*hip[)s  Academy  in  Albion,  N.  V. 
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ANCESTRY  OF  LAVINIA   NEWTON 


Hlt'IIAIM)    NKWTON. 

Kirliaid  Xi'wtoii  liv('(l  in  Smlbiin',  in  Hill).  lie  nutr- 
riod  llaiiiiah  l.okiT.  lit-  was  a  prDprit'tm-  ol'  Sinlliuiy,  and 
took  IIki  riiH-nian's  oath  in  liMf).  I  h-  was  owv  of  tin-  i»eti- 
tioners  for,  and  iii<)|irii'l<iis  of  .Marlboro.  In  lllftfj,  bu 
movt'il  to  liie  sonlbiMii  part  of  .Marllioicj,  wbich  berauic 
,Soulbl)or(j  in  17'_'7.  In  HiGl),  bi-  solil  bind  in  Sndbiirv  to 
IV'tt'r  N(>Y*'S,  a  ncisibbor. 

His  wifV  died  DiH'i-nibL'r  .".,  HUt?;  be  (bed  Anuusl  iM , 
1701,  agi'd  about  tjnc  liun(h't^d  yours.  Ilf  bad  nine  cbilibcn. 
Ilis  will  is  on  lib-  in  tlie  Middb'sex  I'l-ubate  ullitn'.  It  is  a 
wc'll-wiittcn  dcjcnmonl,  in  wliii'b  rcfi'itMice  is  niado  tn  iiis 
"  j^reat  aj^'e."  l"\>r  si^nalnre  lie  niadc  Ins  "mark."  Tbe 
will  was  made  in  1  (J'Ji). 

WILL    <iF    IMCIIAKI)    NKWTON. 

1  liicliurd  .\i'\s  111  .Marlhurrcjiigh  hi  the  ciunity  <>['  .MMib  in  iludre 
Maj'"  I'fnNiiice  ul'  ihe  Massuchusi-tt'^  15a\  in  N(m\'  Lni;hind,  liu>,- 
hamiinan,  lu-in^;'  in  cmuiieteiiL  iieiiltii  anil  t-njoyinu  llic  Iretdom  ol' 
mine  lnuler-lanllin^  ami  l)V  nasim  oi'  my  yrcal  HLir.  expectim;"  my 
Di.^sdlnliou  shortly,  Do  makr  ami  c'ln^liiiitc  my  hi-l  will  ami  I'ola- 
meut  in  mannei'  and  Idian  I'wih.iw  inu.  Afirrlln'  -urrcnilei' ol'  my- 
self to  i  ind  my  l'\jrmer,  and  must  nuTciiid  l'rrsm-\  er,  l^i\t;^;ram 
and  conlinn  In  my  l-;idt'>i  Scm,  .Inlm  Ne\Nl>m  Scie.  of  Mai'llnn'roimli 
at'urt.sai>l,  lionsr  earijriiier,  SixUn-n  acres  of  upland  more  or  less, 
aforesaid  liein^  so  mnidi  of  I  lu  'IMiirl  \  aer^a  lonn  sinc-f  ni'anled  unto 
me  f<ir  a  house-  lott  li\  lie-  |U'(j|iri(ioi  -  ol'  -aid  .Marlliorrou^h.  *  ''' 
(Then  follows  de-ia'ipl  i"a  of  several  otlu-r  loi-  Ihai  fill  to  him  as 
proprietor. J     *      ^  Ail  the  alio\i-  Lii\('n  jiarrfllr  of  upland  and 

Meadow  and  (\(lar  Swamp,   l.'i;;ld  of  ( 'omuiona^c,   1   licipieaih  uiilo 
UiV  saiti   .Sou  .lohn  Ov  lo  iji-  heirs  A  a^si^ns  fore\ei-,  and  als-.  I  _, 
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lo  liiiii  ;ill  iiiy  Neat  < 'iiltlc  ami  all  my  Swiiic.  iii\  carl  ami  all  my 
'I'olos  aii(i  liisU"iiiiU'iUs  hcioiiuiui;  to  Im-liamlry. 

liikt'wiso  I  iii\e  to  my  IonIiii;  Daimliici'  .Mary  llu-  wilr  of  .l(jiia- 
tlian  Jolnisou  Si-ii'  the  --iim  ol'  lOiuhl  |ioiiml-,,  'Ten  sliilllims  to  he 
piiiil  witliiii  tliicc  moiilliv  allci-  my  draih  liy  m\  1". \cciiloi's  oiil  oT 
luy  lioiiM'liolil  >l  uir  \N  liicli  I  shall  Icaw'  inliiml  mr.  Tlii'^  >ai(l  Mim 
ti)i;elhLT  with  wliaL  my  l)aiii:liiir  halli  alicaily  rcrcivcd  jr.mi  im;  i 
alloAv  Ikt  as  lici'  poriiou. 

'I'o  each  of  my  llir<c  sons,  iiaincly.  .Mo-.cs  Xowton  StMi',  .loscph 
Newton.  Sell'  and  Daniel  New  ion,  Siir  .\lso  nnio  holli  my  'i"\so 
DiUiithters  namely  Kli/.abelh  Din^ley  Sen'  and  Sarah  Taylor  Sen'  1 
saj'  to  t'acli  oJ'  tll(^se  m\  li\c  ehlldreu  1  lie(|Uealh  'I'wo  SliiUiniis  and 
no  more  lieeaiise  I  lia\e  nheii  a  porlion  in  cai  h  of  lliem  already. 

To  Hannah  my  lo\  in^  Wife  I  uixe  all  m)  mo\alile  (loods  which 
1  leave  luhiml  me  at  my  Dealli.  She  ]ia\im:iMii  of  ihe  same  all 
such  1-ei^aede.s  as  are  al)o\  e  meniioncHi  ^  unless  l'ro\  idt'iiee  una\oid- 
iibly  deprive  Iict  Ihereol)  .\nd  lo  llii-^  my  Will  1  a|ipoinl  my  lo\  inn' 
Son  Jo.'^ej)!!  Newton  Sell'  and  m^loxini;  Friend  l<aa<'  .Vin>den  M.-v- 
ccutors.     This  is  my  Will. 

Witnes.s  my  IkukK^  .Seal  this  i\\  ciily-l'.iL^hth  It.iyol'  Seplemljor 
ill  the  year  of  oiir  Lord  Christ  (jne  thou-aud  >i\  hundied  ninety  and 

three.  ;.. 

■'  KuiiAKi)   Xi;\\  r<)\  his  mark  anil  a  Seal. 

Uead.  a(.'know  lediied.  Sinned  and  Seah  d  In  prc-ciice  of  the 

Witnesses. 

Xaiii.wiii.  .loii.\-ii\  hi-  mark 

,1  AMi;>  \\'(Hii'-  hi-  maik 

.luii.x   .M  \^N  \i;i)  .Inn'  his  maik 


DAXIKI;-    NK\V'1().\.      (Ki<  iiAi;i..') 

Daniel  Newton  was  liorn  in  .Marllicru  in  lo.").").  lie 
nianieil  Susanna  .Morse,  wlio  was  Ihmh  in  W.-ilei  tow  n.  .\o\-. 
2J,  1()S7.  His  I'allier  deeded  liiin.  --in  n  .iisideralion  of 
fatherly  lo\e  and  alTeetioii,'"  tweiily  acre>  (d'  lliird  di\isii>n 
(.)f  ni^land,  lionnded  on  two  side-,  l/y  .Sl(;i:y  liiuoU. 

In  Octoher.  ITi^-',  he  uave  to  hi:.  s(»ns.  Nathaniel  and 
SainiU'i,  '-interests  in  a  (Iri-I  .Mill,  on  .Stony  Hrook.  near 
his  dwellino  lionsi-,"  the  -aine  in  laU  r  year-  called  "•  Niehu- 
las  Mills." 

He  dieil  NoviMid'er  l",),   17-")'.'.       He  liad  un  clui  li^'n. 


t'.r    ,r.l'.     u/ 


'M  ■.'•".'  I 


I.I.  /I 


)•■•;,'       .1 


.1,1 


'  H  :•.     ;!.//.  1 


.■|.;    I  ,.■ 


r-^    ■■  .';.■..; 


,    ) 


■  I     '  ;    ■ ,  f  I . 


•r.t 


I    .   •'•    ,  .•!, 


ISAAC'   NKWrON.     {Damki.,-   Kkiiaiii).' ) 

Jsiiiic  Ni'wtiiu  was  hoi'ii  in  iNIaillioro,  AInicli  l"^,  l()«(j. 
He  inari'ird  Sarah  Ji('lkiia|),  wlio  livi'd  to  he  one  luiinht'd 
and  six  years  of  atj,'e.      He  was  a  ecx^pcr  hy  trade. 

He  dic'd  ill   ITi'il.      He  had  se\eii  chihli-eii. 

SlAn<:ON'    NEWTON.     (Isaac/  1)anii:i.,-  Hkii  \ki..' ) 

Siiiieon  Newton  was  hoin  in  17;);").  lie  foUowed  his 
father's  trade,  and  worked  in  a  eoojier's  shop  in  Needhain 
before  he  was  nineteen. 

His  father  made  his  will  in  1  7  J  I ,  liiMiuealhin^  to  hi>  wife 
his  personal  [)ro|)rrty  and  some  real  estate,  reserving;'  for  his 
youngest  son  iiis  sword  and  lire-arms.  A  seetion  of  tlu' 
docmaent  reads  thus  : 

To  my  foiirUi  son,  Suncoii,  1  ha\e  iiheu  no  i)arl  ul'  liis"  portion 
Ijofore  this,  wlicnjluru  I  do  now  give  ami  licinieatli  lo  liiiii  thirli't'ii 
l)ouiuls,  six  sliil ling's,  and  l^iglit  pence,  also  one  3'ok(;  of  <i\eii,  all  to 
he  paid  two  yt'ars  al'Ler  luy  ileceUse,  also  my  old  limiliiig  gun,  if  I 
do  not  ilisposc  of  it  liefore. 

All  this,  with  the  exei'ptiou  of  tlu;  unn,  which  was  prob- 
ablv  given  t<^  Isaac,  A\'as  didy  paid  by  Seth,  his  brother,  who 
inherited  the  homestt'ad  and  settled  the  estate. 

'rw(j  days  after  he  became  of  age,  he  signed  a  (juit<-laim 
deed  of  all  interest  in  his  fathi'i's  esiat(;  to  Seth.  his  brother. 
Sometime  about  I7<11,  Simeon  moved  to  llolliston,  and 
married  ,leriisha  iMarsh,  daughter  of  Alexander  Marsh. 

Here  he  bought  a  piece  of  land  on  .lasper  Hill,  of  James 
Russell,  which  had  formerly  been  owni'il  by  bieut.  Henry 
Adams;  also  a  house  and  mill,  of  William -loues,  built  by 
Isaac  Foster  in  1  l',UK 

J.att'r,  this  i)lace  was  owned  by  lOliliu  Cutler.  He  car- 
ried on  an  extensive  business,  both  in  the  mill  and  in  the 
cooper-shop.  [lis  account  book,  siill  in  existenci-,  sIkjws 
that    he    manufactured   aboul    every   household    aiiicli     jukI 
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ranniii^'  iiiiiili'inciil  llicii  in  u^c  ;    slM)<)ll^ 
and  all  kinds  of  ki^s  and  haiicls. 
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Beside  yiip[)lyiiiL!,  the  local  trade',  loads  of  Uiese  uoods 
were  carried  to  IJosloii  by  ox-teaiiis  ;  these  relunied  laden 
with  groceries,  mohisses.  Mew  Kiiii'laiid  iiiin,  and  suiiar, 
which  had  l)eeii  received  in  exchange.  These  in  turn  he 
bartered  with  the  I'annei's  tor  liairel  staves  and  hoop-poles. 
The  scarcity  ol'  money  made  this  bailer  trade  a  necessity. 

A  short  lime  befoi-e  he  dii'd  Ik;  sold  the  lionse,  tarin  and 
n)ill  to  his  son-in-law,  i'dihn  Cutler.  He  die(l  in  1M)1.  His 
estate  was  vahnnl  at  Sl,7l!i.(Sl,  and  was  disti  ilmted  be- 
tween his  wife  and  children  liy  nintual  aureenienl. 

'I'he  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Simeon  Newton,  made  in 
ISOl,  includes  : 

I'^iiniiiiiu,  tools,  l;i)30.!il 

Cooiiers  tools  '                               L'7.;!u 

'l"\\o  cows  v^  one  eolL  -Is. no 

IVw  in  riif  old  .Mceliii--  House  ■            .".."..do 

Silver  \Vatcli  '           1  I. on 

Silver  kiiee-huckles  -t.oo 

Saddle  .<:  iiill'i;ii  '      l'.).s7 

Sihfr  ,s|)o<jiis,  kui\('s  iK.  forks  ;'>.4.'>    . 

.1  v.Mi;^  .Mi'.i,i,i:\ 

AppriNcrs                    Aahon  I'lnei's 

Ja.mics  Wioiii 

(liihlrcii    of  Simcdit    (nni   Ji-ms/ni  (^  Mar.sh  )  Ni'/rhm. 

].  Hannah,  b.   ITiii.',  m.  lcha))od    Perry,   I  7.s2.     - 

"2.  .b'liisha,  b.   ITi'iCi,  in.  , lames  l-'anics,   !  7-"^  1 . 

;!.  I.avinia,  b.    17(')^,  m.   I'lHIiu  Cutler,   17'.)^. 

4.  Sally,  b.    177(;,  d.   iSOd. 

r>.  Klizabeth,  b.   177N,  m.  Nahum  Ivoekwood,   17'.*;). 

-IkKI  MIA     (  .M  AKSll  )     XlWloX. 

Jenisha  Marsh  was  born  in  Hraintree,  in  17-11.  \\'lieu 
she  was  thirtei'ii  she  iiio\  ed  with  her  father  to  llolliston. 
Although  she  never  attended  school,  she  has  left  more  writ- 
ten records  of  her  family,  and  the  e\eiils  of  liei  da\  ihan 
any  of  her  kindred.      Among  these  is  a  j<;uiiial  eo\oi  oi^ -m.v 
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3'oai's  lii'tweeii  1  7(i'.)-lS;;.'),  wliidi  i.s  now  in  a  good  .slate  ot' 
pi-t'.s*.'i-vali<ui,  ami  is  owiirtl  liy  Ailliui'  11.  C'lilli'i'  d'  Nfw 
York   cil}.      This  is  wiilleii   in  u  \erY  iiilciL'stiiig  styK\  miI 


shows   ri'iiKukaMe   litrrai'y  al)ilily  for  nwv   \vlii>   H'cri\(.Ml    so 
few  LMliicalidiinl  athaiilaucs. 
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'I'liis  uift  was  1(1  soiiie  I'xlnil  iiiluTited  t'l'din  ct-ilain  of 
lirr  aiKH'sldis,  who  wvw  aiimiiu  ihr  iiio-l  I'aiiKMi^  lilciary 
lUL'ii  of  Uu/ir  times.  She  wa>  nf  a  hiiihiy  hcinoiis  tniipna- 
mciit,  ami  siiffrird  much  fmm  ill  hrallh.  I  ii  ihc  j<iiii-iiul 
refoiied  lo  she  ukuU'  an  ciiliy  on  lua'  bixlii-lh  hiillnlay  ;  >hr 
regU'ts  thai  hci's  mii-l  In-  a  ^hoil  liff.  ami  slri\i'S  to  n'siLiii 
hLM'Self  to  Ik'I'  cai'ly  th'c.'asL'.  She  li\-i;il.  howcxiT,  to  make 
tlie  same  eiitiy  eM-ry  icciiriiim:  biitlulay  foi'  thii-ty-li\c  years. 

After  lier  Inishaiid's  death  she  li\'ed  some  years  with  la-i' 
soii-iii-law,  I'dihii  Cullci-.  Later,  she  made  h.i  li>  .i-  .lii 
iier  tlaimhteis,  in  I.eomin-ter  and  l,eiee,-?lei'. 


i:5 


Till.'  last  yt'ais  of  licr  lil'c  wrAv  .>iK'iit  willi  lu-r  urand- 
duuiilitcr,  Mis.  .hum's  ^\^ils()ll,  in  ■MtMlway,  and  willi  her 
o;raii(U(in,  Simoon  Ncwloii  Culler,  of  lloUiston.  In  visiting 
her  children  she  (jfleii  took  lon^i'  jourm'ys,  ovei'  rouiih  roads, 
and  on  iier  return  she  never  I'ailiMl  to  iceord  her  gratiUidi-  to 
the  kind[\'  I'lovidence  who  had  prevented  her  bones  from 
beinii'  liroken.  .Many  persons  luiw  li\im:'  have  listened  to 
her  tales  of  eailier  times,  when  lioHislou  was  a  hamlet  with 
less  than  a  hniidred  famiTR'S.  IKr  Imsliand  l(d"t  hei'  a  eom- 
petiMKH'.  which  >hc  managed  with  the  assistance  of  her  son- 
in-law,  l\lilui  ("ntler. 
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She  contriliiitcd  reuularly  for  benevolent  objects,  and 
for  the  sn|)[)oi-l  of  the  Ilolliston  church,  of  which  she  was  a 
memliei'  for  seventy  yi'ars.  Jn  hs;;,"),  she  died,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-four. 
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ANCESTRY   OF   JERUSHA  MARSH, 

Who  M.u:kii:i>  Simi;i»n   Ni;\\ ton. 

Alexander  iMavsli,  great-graiKirallier  of  -liTu.slia  .Marsh, 
was  \)orn  in  l-aiiilaiul  about  Hi"i.S.  He  lii'caiiic  a  rict-iiiaii  of 
Braintree,  now  (^uiney,  in  Ki;')!.      In  lG.')5,lic  married  .Maiy 

Belclier.      For  his  second  wife,    he  niairied  llathsheba , 

who  died  .lannaiy'S,  1  7i'.")',  at  tiie  a^e  of  eii^hly-lw o.  He 
tiled  JMaieh  7.  liiliS,  a>j,ed  seventy  years. 

J\li'.  .Marsh. was  a  sek'etnian  of  l>rainliee  foi'  a  seiies  (jf 
years,  often  servintj,'  as  chaiiinaii,  and  was  representative 
under  the  new  charter  in  HIij^.  In  the  Iowa  records  he  is 
spoken  of  as  lieutenant,  l)ut  just  what  service  he  did  aside 
from  militia  service,  we  are  not  able  to  say.  He  made  his 
will  JNIarch  I'J,  IGDC.  Tlie  same  was  proved  March  2\  .  H',')7. 
lie  mentioned  his  wife,  llalhslieba,  gi\ing  her  '-free  lilierly 
of  abiding  with  n\y  cliildren  as  a  mother  upon  tiie  farm  1 
now  occupy  ;"  or,  if  she  does  not  care  for  tiiis,  she  may  have 
liberty  of  ro(;ms  in  his  house  in  Boston.  He  had  nine  chil- 
dren.     A  section  of  his  will  follows  : 

Item,  I  do  onlain  ami  api)i)iiii  llial  \v  liile  iiiv  \\  il'e,  ami  chililren, 
vi/..  .Iiilni,  Kacliel.  aiul  I'lurbe  Mar>li.  sliall  eoiilinuc  tuiiellicr,  or 
until  ui\  >oii  .lohii  r(jiii(i-i  (if  aiic.  All  iii}'  whole  >i(jrk  of  (Jaille. 
horses  .sheep  and  ho^^s.  To^elher  w  ith  the  l)uildini^s  b)'  iiie  at  my 
cost  sel  nil,  t)ii  the  Farm  Shall  he  used  ami  improved  for  their  com- 
forlable  Snhsislaiice,  and  at  their  |iartiiiu'  the  A  for^-  menlioned 
Stock  iind  IJuildiuus  to  be  di\  ided  bdwixed  m\  ihrre  la-l  named 
Children  aeeordim;  to  the  di-crelion  of  my  Kxeciiloi's  in  Irn-l. 

Item— 1  ilo  hereby  iiive  <levi-e  and  lifijiiealh  to  my  .-on  -lohn 
Marsh  and  to  his  iieirs  forever,  Ail  and  evei-y  parcel  and  pareel-  of 
uiy  Upland  ami  iMeadow  IauhU  umli>p(jsed  of.  now  law  fidly  and 
riiihtfully  belonging  unto  me.  in  the  low  nship  of  ISraintny  and  el.-e- 
wliere  in  New  lOngland  afon-aid.  'I'ogctlicr  w  il  h  all  my  'faeklinu 
and  UtensiK  for  husbandry. 

1  do  hereby  noniiinile  and  a|)i)oinL  my  good  friiiul  .M'  .John  Wil- 
son and  .M'  Koger  Billings  the  I'l.NeniLors  in  'lii.H  ..I  ii.i-  .:>  I.i-i 
Will  .^  Testam'  until   mv  Son  John  .Marsh  comes  ol  age    ..:,:*    !.•  n  he 
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j  to  oe  Executor  tlieroof —  In 'r<.'sliiiu)ii\  \vhereuf  1  li;i\  c  lieii'iiiiU)  srl 
I  mj'  liaiul  ,.<;  Seal  tlii!  day  ami  yearc  lirst  al)()ve  writlLii.  Ai.i  xandkk 
j  Mai!Su  and  a  Seal,  Signed,  Sealeil  Published  and  Deilareil  by  llie  s'' 
'    Alexantler  Marsh  as  his  last  Will  and  Tcstani'  in  presence  of  us. 

D.vNir.r,  L'ltKSTON  ,)uu'    \V'ii.i.ia^[  Ixawson  ,J(min  Wilson  Nathamki. 

Gi.<t\  F.K  Sen'  'i'lioMAS  1'"i;i:man. 

Kxani'   Y'.      Is'  Aui)iN(iH)N   lieii.  Kin. 
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Tlie;  linx'iitorv  ,«>f    lln'    proiuMty    of    Alcxaudcr    Marsh, 
ainouiiting  to  fli'tiO-lS    Ml,  is  on  lile  at  I'roliate  Registry: 


l.aud  \'alued  at 
Furnace  Plant 
House  and  land  in  Boston 


Among  the  j)ersoiial  property  items  : 

One  Indian  man  bound  lor  two  years 

An  Indian  lioy.  supposed  for  a  lonuer  time. 


£  ;500. 
"  42U. 
>•  200. 


oo;;. 
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,1011  X-    MAKSIl.     (  Ari.xAM.ii;.') 

Joliii  .Marsli.  only  son  of  Ah-xandt-r,  was  lioin  in  1(17S, 
ill  Jiruiiitree.  In  Aiign.-.t.  I  Till,  he  married  Sarah  Wilson. 
(laiigiiter  of  Dr.  John  Wilson,  the  lirst  physician  in  (,}uin('y. 
and  gramhhuighter  of  \W\ .  .John  Wilson,  the  lirst  minister 
of  Hostoii.  lie  died  ,lniie  "J-.  iTlo.  lie  had  eleven  chil- 
dreii. 
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ALI<:XAXI)I-;H'    MAIJSII.     (John,'  Am  xam.i.i;.' 

AU'xaiiiler  .M:n>-li  amis  buni  in  ITUT.  IIl'  UKiirinl  Ilau- 
n;ili,  (hiiiulitiT  i>i'  IJonjuiiiiu  I'lU'iiicuU'i'.  Slir  was  In  nil  in 
17J1,  and  died  al  llic  a!j,e  of  seveiily-luiir  ycais.  Ai)i>iit 
J  751,  he  iiioNcd  from  liiaiidree  to  llollisloii,  and  setllvd  (Jii 
the  AVintiirop  grant,  on  tiie  north  .si(U'  of  Winlhroii  ri.nd. 

lie  dietl  al)uut  i7.S.S,  ai:i'(l  eiuhty-lhrei'  yiais.  lie  had 
eiti'lit  ehildi'en;  one  of  thi'se,  .leriibha,  mairied  Siiueuii 
Newton. 


ANCESTRY  OF  SARAH  WlLSOiN. 

Who   M Ai;i;n-.i)  John    M ai;-ii. 

AN'illiaui  \\'il.son  of  iMiiiland  was  Canon  of  St.  <!eor<2e's 
Chapel,  in  Windsor  ( 'astle.  lie  marrieil.  lirsl.  I^all^l  Wood- 
hall,    and    see(jnd,  Anne  .      lie   died    .March    II,    Kd."). 

He  had  ciuht  ehildicn. 

IIKV.   JOHN-  WIl.SOX.     (  Wii  riA.M.') 

Rev.  dohn  Wilson  was  horn  in  I.V.)2.  lie  married  l-'liz- 
ahfth  Alanslield,  dan-htei'of  Sii-  dohn  Manslicld.  Slu-  died 
alioiit  1  (;;')'.).  Coirsidcrinu  (lu-  i^-silion  held  li_\  his  father  in 
the  ehnrch  of  hhitiland,  il  is  remarkable  thai  he  w;r-  >nch  a 
radical  noii-confoi-mi>l.  lie  came  to  iliis  i-onutr\  with  hhi- 
dicott.  In  Xovemlier,  Hiiii^  he  oruanixcd  the  llr.-^t  chnreh 
in  l)oston,  and  was  ils  |(a^tor  diirini;  his  life.  lie  was  a 
pers(»nal  fi'iend  and  stannch  defender  of  ( losciiior  \\  inthrop, 
who  was  one  of  the  eharlei'  iiiemher.-i  of  his  elmith.  lie 
died  Angn^-t  7,  ltWi7.  aged  .seveiit3'-live  yeai's.  IK'  had  fonr 
eliildren. 


\°£^   u^^,^   ^ 


A 


7 


tl^.   hi, 


n>i//'>A 


/■*  ^':.ll/'    i!A>|/--   'jO   V'.|  l,^:i:")VV. 


I     .! 


il-.i:',   /.'         1 


"I  i:..i/i     1   '  ■!•    'Ii  h    ;.u;,il(i7/ 


!■•  /  .  1  i.   /'    I  /  ' 


li) 


.ItillN    WlI^SuN  --1I1S    Wll.l.. 

ill  tliu  Name  of  (l(nl  Allien  I  -  Jdlwi  Wilsoii  >ciii(ii'  I'ustoi- nf  ilic 
Cluirch  of  Cliri'^l  al  l.osUni  in  Ni'w  l''.iii;laii(l  hciiii:  now  a^cd  ami 
nmiiy  ANoakiirs-  aUcinriiii;  nl'  inr  ami  imiiiiLi  iiir  hi  mimi  of  \\\y  i;ri';ii 
cliaiim;,  yet  llii'ijiii;li  Uie  ,i;i)()(lm'>s  ol'  (iod  lieiim  yel  |neM'iil  of  smiml 
.liuli;ineiit  ami  nieiiiory  l)i)  ilierernrc  lu  rcliy  (inier  and  deelare  my 
last-  Will  and  'reslanieiil  in  maiicr  and  iDnn  lollo-w  im;  : 

Imijrimis.  My  soul  w  liieli  1  do  believe  is  immorlal  and  d<j  liiiiii- 
l>ly  and  belio\iiiiily  eomniii  il  inlo  I  lie  e\i  rla>liiiii  .Vims  and  nierey 
of  God  the  Father  Son  and  holy  lihosl  aeeoiintiiii;  him  raithl'ul  that 
hath  proniised 

My  body  1  (•(jiniuit  it  to  the  earth  to  he  decently  iiiteired  in  tlu; 
same  'roinli  where  is  m)\\  lyin:;  the  ImkIv  (d'  my  beloved  wife  E!i/.a- 
lietii  in  Bosl(jn  at  the  diserelion  of  m\  lv\e(  iiLois  ami  lo\  inj;'  friends. 

And  as  for  mine  outward  Instate  wheiewilh  the  I-ord  hath  hen 
pleased  to  ))iess  me  and  make  me  Steward  of  for  a  time,  my  first 
and  fnnerai  expenses  bt'iini'  lii"-^l  paid,  I  dispose  of  the  remainder  as 
folloAveth  : 

rnii)rimis  'J'o  John  Wilson  jiiii  the  Son  of  my  Son  ICdward  Wil- 
son l)oct*)r  of  I'hysik  late  id'  Ijondon  lU'ceased  1  do  w  ill  and  be- 
queatli  Two  hnndred  Thirty  three  pounds  Si\  Shilliii;^s  and  Kii^dit 
pence  to  l)e  paid  to  Ids  lawful  (inrdian  ^v  iihiii  Iwn  year^  after  my 
discease  in  15oston  in  New  iMi^land  in  Merehantable  >.<.  iiuod  goods, 
either  for  the  Indias  or  for  Ijiiiland  at  the  eiirrant  [iriees  w  ith  the 
Merchants.     *     *     *     * 

To  my  Son  John  Wilson  I'astor  of  the  eliundi  at  Mediield,  ami 
to  my  daiiiihtei-  Mary  Danlorlh  IhewilV  of  Samuel  Danforlh  of 
Koxbury  I'aslor  id'  that  (.■liur(di  to  \s  liom  I  have  by  deed  made  and 
signed  the  same  da\  with  the  said  prest'iits  i;iveii  and  granted  all 
my  houses  and  lands  whereof  1  am  now  sei/.i'd  togetlitr  with  all 
other  my  estate  re;il  and  personal  1  do  hereby  fully  clearly  and  ab- 
solutely conlirm  tlie  same  to  iln'iii  ilie  >aid  .lohn  Wilson,  Samuel 
Danforth  and  Mar\  his  \n  \(v  and  to  i  heir  lieii'-  \  as-i-ns  forever  Kver. 
And  do  liereiiy  iiomiiiale  and  ordain  my  t\\  o  Sons  John  W  ilsoii  and 
Samuel  Danforth  Joint  l^xeeutors  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testa- 
ment.     ***      +      ** 

To  Sarah,  l';ii/.abi-th.  John  and  Su>aniia,  (diildreii  of  my  son  John 
Wilson  of  Mediield  iwcuiylhe  pounds  eaeh.  '       '      * 

'I'o  John    Mary  i;ii/abetli   and    Samuel  (  hildrm   of   my  daiiiihter 

Mary  Danforth  I  wenty-ll\  e   |M)un(l-<   eaiJi,   al>o    -: ■    -ni;.    h     -[■•'■■ 

children   as  are  born  to  theiii  within  the  iie\i  two  year-.      I     -•-  i^.i 
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^Slan.slicUl  hrolhcr  (^f   Mli/.:ilictli   Diiiirnrih,    ten    immiikIs.  lo  hi>  wife 
live  pduiiils.     *     '*■     ^-     *      •' 

'To  my  licliivcd  Cousin  AI'.  lOdwunl  Hawsoii  at  Huston  I  do  i,Mve 
One  liiindred  poniuls. 

To  M'\  Anna  raige  my  Kiiiswomaii  1  do  nivc  Twenty  itoumls. 
To  my  brother  John  Man.slicld  and  his  tJliililren  1  doiiive'lVii  |»ouiid> 
Vi/'.  lo  Inni  and  Ids  Avife  livo  i)oniuis  and  the  otlicr  l'i\c  )M)uud.>  to 
he  eiiually  di\  idcd  hi'lwccu  iiis  chihU'cii 

To  m_\  (k'ar  ('ou>.in  M'~  Sarali  llii;i;insiiii  1  do  i;i\i;  l"i\e  pounds. 

T(j  tlie  cliiirch  o\  it  w  Inch  I  am  ( >s  t-r-M'i-r  a->  afoivsaid  'I'en  pounds. 

'I'o  iny  li(do\  cd  Hrui  hn-  ami  lellow  i-]ldi  r  o\(/r  1  he  same  ciiurcli 
M'.  Janu's  l'<Min  1  lU)  i;i\e  three  pounds. 

To  in_\'  beloved  Urethreu  ('a|i'.  .James  .lolin-^on,  M'.  iJiehanl 
Truesdale  .M'.  Jaeob  Eliot  l)iac<ui^  of  the  -ame  Chuieh  I'oriy  Shii- 
liniis  a  i)ieci' 

'I'o  my  aneienl  and  i;-ood  iM'iend  M''.  Norton  a:~  a  Small  e\|ires- 
siou  of  my  aU'eelionate  hjve  to  her  1  do  uhe    Twenty  Shillinii-. 

'I'o  my  failhl'nl  and  uood  Irieuds  (iandy  .lames  and  Ann  his  A\ife. 
I  do  ^i\e  the  pounds  a-^  a  t<-^limony  (d'  my  1  hankl'idne-s  to  iln-m  i\u 
their  love  and  sef\  ice  done  unto  me.  To  my  (.'ou^en  William  Smith 
I  do  give  Forty  Shillinus. 

To  my  reverend  and  beloNiul  Brethren  and  fellow  laboui'ers  in 
the  works  of  the  ;\lini-lry  .M'.  Ki<diard  .Marther  of  1  )oi  eln'-ter,  .M  . 
John  Allen  of  Dedham  M'  /aehariidi  l.yoiK -.  Seni<irof  ( "Ji;iile-low  n 
I\I'.  .lohn  Sherman  cd'  W'atertown  .M' .  .Kdial  h;ih  Miii.ii  .n  ('ain- 
briil.ue  .M'.  ,]ames  Shea[>ard  of  t'harlestcjw  n  and  .M'.  Mlehael  Wl^- 
ylesworth  1  do  uive  ten  >hillinu>  apiece  to  eaeh  of  tlu-m  And  to 
M'.  Thomas  Thaeiier  and    M  ..laiiK;-  Alh-u    twmiy  -hilliiii:-  apieei.-. 

To  mv  sou  .bihii  WiNon  I  L;i\  e  ihe  uoKI  riuLiwilh  ilie  Seal  aiul 
to  my  daughter  Mary   Danforth  ,an  iMut-rald  uoM  rinu'. 

I  do  also  nominate  ;i ml  appoint  m\  1  b.imi  .■ibj.'  hi-iend  M'  Thomas 
Danforth  of  ( 'ambridiic  and  my  lo\  im:  Kinsman  M  .  l.dward  llaw- 
>()n.  Overseei-s  of  this  mv  la^l  will  Ov  Te-lameul  .V  liei|Uealli  lo  I  he 
said  M' .  d'homas  l)anf')rtli  the  -um  of  furiy  -hillinu-. 

In  Witness  wlieieof  I  do  hereunto  put  m>  hand  a  se.aU-  thi-  ;;i 
May  ;  \M7. 

Si-ned  -ealed  .<;  published  on  the  dav  of  the  date  hereof  b.\  the 
saiil  .I(jhu  WiKon  Seiiio'.  to  bei'  hi-  lasi  \\ill  \  ■|'f-l;iuaMit  in  pres- 
ence of  us 

l).\.Mi.i    i)i:.\.M-.>.N    I       .loIlN    WILSON 
John   i,i:\  i;ki.  i  i  Si-uio    .v  ^.  :(1. 
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INVKNTOHY  OK    TlIK    I'liOl'KKTV  ()K   K'KV.  .J()I1\   \V1LSUN 

SKNIOK. 
Wee  Avliose  iiiinies  ;uv  sul)scri))etl  lieiiiii'  doiiccl  lo  luit  a  ju.sl  es- 
tiiiKiU;  oil  llie  fanii  w  lierehi  Jaiiie.s  Faxon  does  now  dwill  .\|urlain- 
inii'  to  the  Estate  of  lie\erend  M'.  John  Wilson  lately  deceased  doe 
lierehy  ileelare  that  we  do  jiid-e  the  said  farni  <  'onlaiuinii  one  dwell- 
ing bonse  X;  harn  \\illi  aliouL  ses  en  Inindied  Acies  of  Land  more  or 
loss. of  Swamp  meadow  Arable  and  Avoodland  w  "'  the  pris  eledues  ^V: 
Ap|)urtenanees  then-lo  belonging,  as  also  ten  Cows  >!:  a  mare  to  bee 
delivered  by  (he  said  Faxon  at  the  I'^nd  of  bis  tearme  the  whole  -wee 
do  vabie  at  Thirteen  hnndred  |)i)nnds  in  Cnrrant  payment  ol  the 
Country  yiven  inuler  (Mir  hands  in^  IJrainlry  this  ID"' of  An-.^'  Kit;?. 

IkUiiAiM)   l!i;\iKEr 

I']U.MI'.M)    t^riNCV 

His  i)ersiMial  property  valued  at      ■  £11'.)-  14-    (! 

llis  home  in  Boston  yuO-OO-OO 

Aiijirised  by 

John   lliii, 

'I'liD.     l)INsr|.;\i) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governor  major  Lusher  >.>c  Keeord'  in  Boston 
the  I'C  of  August  1|!(;7  M''.  John  Wilson  junior  >.<:  M'  Samuel  Dan- 
fortb  Kxecnto'"  of  the  last  Avill  >.<:  Testament  of  the  -  M'  -John  Wil- 
son senio'' ileposed  that  this  v.^  the  other  papers  hereto  annext  Con- 
tains a  true  Inventory  of  the  Kstate  of  the  late  M'  John  Wilson 
Sen',  that  is  eonie  d^  their  hands  or  kiio\\l(d,4e,  that  if  the}'  kno\v 
more  they  will  discos  er  the  same 

Low  MM)   Kawson,  IvL-eord' 

UKV.   .lOllX'    WILSON.      (Ki.\.  John,"    William.') 

Rev.  Johii  Wilson,  lioiii  in  liliil,  w  as  :i  ineniher  ut"  the 
lirst  class  lli;it  liradiinlcd  fioiii  llaiNanl  College,  in  l<il2. 
lie  uuin'kHl  Suiuh  lloitlccr,  (laughter  of  Kev.  'riioiiia.s  lloolvcr 
and  !M;u-y  Pyiii  Hooker,  of  llailfonl,  Connecticut,  lie  was 
pastor  of  the  chinch  in  Mcdlichl,  which  he  founded  in  Itial, 
wilh  only  eight  luciujici-s.  1  Ic  hchl  lliis  ullicc  for  forty  year.s. 
On  one  occiLsion  liis  house  was  atUickcd  and  hunicd  hy  tlic 
Indians,  a  nundicr  (jf  pcisoii.s  losing  their  li\es.  llisgraiuK 
daughter,  Saiah  Wilson,  was  there  al  the  lime, 
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It  was  afterward  enacted  l)y  the  (leneral  Court  that  every 
one  should  carry  arms  to  the  nieeting-liouse  on  the  Lord's 
day.  Each  man  was  to  be  supphed  witli  live  charges  of 
powder  and  shot,  under  i)enally  of  live  shillings  for  each 
default. 

"So  once  for  fear  of  liuliaii  ))eatui!.?, 
Our  fjjraiulsires  bore  their  guns  to  lueetiiig; 
Each  man  etiuipped  on  Sunchiy  morn 
With  i)salui  book,  shot  and  powder  liorii, 
And  hjoked  in  form  as  all  must  urant, 
Like  til'  ancient  true  cliurch  militant, 
Or  fierce  like  modern  deep  divines, 
Who  light  ^^  ith  quills  like  porcupines." 

The  wife  of  Hev.  -Tohn  Wilson  died  in  iMcndoii  in  171;"). 
He  died  August  23,  Ki'Jl,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  lie 
luul  eight  children. 

DR.  JOHN'   WILSON.      (Rkv.  Joiin,='  Rkv.  John/ 

WlLI.iAM.') 

Dr.  John  ^Vilson  was  born  in  KiGU.  He  taught  scIhjoI 
in  Medfield  in  KJria,  and  sometimes  jn-eached.  He  resided 
in  iMedlield  until  about  U)'J5,  when  he  removed  to  the  an- 
cient Wilson  homestead  in  Braintree,  at  present  in  C^uincy, 
the  home  built  l»y  the  Rev.  John  Wilson,  tlie  iirst  pastor  of 
Boston.  About  1(385,  he  married  8arah  Newton,  daughter 
of  Roger  and  iNIary  (Hooker)  Newton.  She  died  August 
20,  172,').  lie  was  a  connnissioin'r  fr(,uii  Braintree  in  llj'J."), 
a  moderator  of  town-meetings  from  1GD8  to  17UU,  and  a 
captain  of  militia  as  early  as  IGO-S.  He  practiced  medicine 
in  iMedlield  and  Braintree.  He  tlied  in  1727.  He  had  seven 
children.  His  eldest  ilaughter,  Sarah,  married  John  i\Iarsh 
in  1701. 
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ANCESTRY  OF  HANNAH    PARIVIENTER, 

Who   Mai;i:ii;i)   Ai.kx andi.I!   Maksh. 

Koheit  Pariiientcr  was  born  ill  1(121*.  I  Ii;  hccaiiie  a  free- 
man ol'  Braintrce  in  lOoO.  lie  in;iiric(l,  in  llllcS,  Leah 
Wlieatley,  wluj  died  Marcii  "il ,  I  7()ii,  agt'd  eii2,lity-six  yeai'.s. 
lie  was  deacon  of  the  I'ir.st  Ciiiiicli  in  Hraintiee,  now  C^nincy. 
He  died  June  27,  ICi'.)!),  at  tiie  age  of  seventy-t'onr  years. 
lie  had  live  cinhhen,  of  whom  one  son,  John,  a  eoiporal, 
went  out  witii  tlie  Meet  to  Camuhi  in  lllltO,  and,  dying  of 
small-pox,  was  f)uried  at  sea. 


JOSKPH-    I'ARMKN'rKK.     (  Uoukkt.') 

■  losepli  I'annenter  was  born  in  l>r:dntree  in  IG.");').  He 
married  Mary  Marsh,  daughter  of  iMbnuiid  Shellield's  sec- 
ond wife,  in  ICtT.").  He  bi'came  a  freeman  in  MJ7.S.  In 
lG7r>,  he  became  one  of  Captain  Davis's  company  to  light 
in  King  Philli[)'s  war.  He  \\:is  elected  town-clerk  in  l(Ji);), 
and  held  the  ollice  for  thirty  years.  He  was  also  a  f(niniler 
and  tleacon  of  the  church,  lie  dietl  l-'ebruary  20,  17;)7,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years.      He  had  six  children. 
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Bi<:NJAMlN'  PAUM1':NT1':B.     (Joski-h,-"   iJoiiKKT.') 

iieiijamiii  i'armeiilcr  was  born  in  l(;.s2.  He  married 
Hannah,  daughter  of  i;|ihiaim  Newton,  'i'lieir  iiuirriage  in- 
tentions were  published  May  2,),   1(11. 
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She  WMs  luiiii  .liiiK'  I,  1C)82,  ami  was  living  DecLMuhfr, 
IT'l.').  Ik'ujaiiiiii  was  a  tailor;  he  ilii'd  Mny  1,  ITl.s,  at  the 
Uii'e  of  thirty-six.  lie  hail  Ihrcc  children;  the  eldest,  Han- 
nah, married  Alexamlei-  Marsh. 

After  the  death  of  lienjaniin  I'arnienter  iiis  widow  man- 
aged the  estate  for  twenty-four  years.  When  in  17l;5  she 
rendered  her  account  to  the  -ludge  of  I'roliate,  it  was  shown 
that  she  had  provided  for  herself  and  reared  her  children  o)\ 
the  income,  thus  preserving  the  estate  intact,  as  seen  hy  the 
following  : 

15i;.\.i.\.MiN    I'.xKMi'.N  riafs  Admin"   Ace'. 

ISullolk  I'loli.ili'  lic'cortU,  r,(i>l(iii,  \'ol.  :;i;::i4s.| 

Till'  arn,,ni>l  t,f  Jliiiiitiih  l''(riii<iitir  admhi''-  nf  Hi^nhuniii  Panni-ntcv 
Jiitr  of  I'.raiitlrvr  T(iijb,r  drrcl  Inti'sldU- 

'rUeaceoiiiptanl  Cliar.-flh  hi-r.-cll'  with  knowludiie  of  tlu'  I'urson- 
al  Estate   Sold   hy  liei'  .^c  and  wlial  ri'uiiiiiis  in  her  liaiids  iiul  worn 
out  as  follow> 
By  Bills   of   Cridil    in  tlic    llousu  alnuil   liic  linic  my  ]insl>and  was 

tal<eu  sick  of  Ids  last  lllnes.-,  i^  '>     ""     '-'u 

By  uiie  cow  sold  for 
Hy  a  eradlo  anil  swinn'  sold 

By  a  prr.  Slicars  Sold  :'./    I'.y  a  i;nn  .v  Sword  -lo/ 
15y  a(iarlici<  Shirt  IL'/   15y  Cloihos  sold  U>v  iiu/ 
My  a  i>r.  Slorkin-s  Sold  for  1  /a  ('hil.l>  fur  iiair  Waisl- 

c-oul  sold  2/i; 
\\\  a  pr.  of  shoes  I  had  .)f  Mr  Adain-  for  Dchl 
15y  a  IJushfU  mall  1  Imd  of  Xalhan   I'.rackct  lor  1).  due 

to  limi 

lUimaininij,-  in  my  liands 

One  hi'd  >i:-  furuilur.-  \  two  licdslcad- 

Sheets  and  pidow  luers  imadi  worn  ^  L'  napkins  '•     1     - 

a  ease  of  drawers  >>:  a  lahlr  .V)/  a  (di.-t  \  rhairs  ;;()/      "     -i  — 
Hooks;;-/   lirass  and  I'ewlrr '.1(1/    1  roii  Ware  /:.2  ••     <i  -  t 

a  lariie'i'alde  X  i'orni  2:>/  i'  Wheels  a  Ihel  ,>;  pr'  Wood 

en  Scales  ll'/ 
and  old  I'illion  Carki'icli  I'.ox  Snap  Sack  I'.odkin  v\  of  I 

Tob'    l5ox   1/ 
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one  Wooden   v.^-  one    Iron  C:nulle   slick   (1/  Eiirtlicn 

Waro  4/  "    0-10- 

a  Joynt    Sl(jol  an   old  W'txxlcn    Sut;ar   Itox  >.^  a  I'apt'i' 

Box  1/  ••     0  -    4  — 

a  Snia  :  Lookhii;- (Mass  ;l/  a  child's  Silver  Sjioon  10/       "    0     13 
2  Snia  :  (jlass  IJotl.les  1/  .'>  (dd  'Iravs  a  Lii))l>oai(l  yard 
stick    two  old   Hrackells  i.^   a  cover   for   Small 
Earthen  polO/.s  '•    o  -    i)  -    0 

a  razor  antl  an  old  Tin  Lamp  "    0-2  — 

The  acconiptanl  furllier  (;iiari;etli  hersell'  with  the 
Kent  aiul  I'rollt  of  the  House  ^^  L;iud  for  24 
years  a  i'lt  £210 

''200-15-    2 
The  Accomptiint    I)is(  haryeth   herself    by    her    Tayment  &  Dis- 
biirsn'--  as  I'oUows 

To  f  nneral     Funeral  Charges  £  0  -  7     0 

To  £7  p'l  M''  Sanuiel  Tonipson  a  debt  due  to  liim  on  15ond  '-0-7     0 
To  Fencing  Stull'!)/  with  Setting  y  fence  -  0  -  4  -  'J 

To  the  maintenance  of  the  children  one  2  years  at  f)/  ))  i 

week  £2(;  aiiollier  4  y'  at   D"  £52 -y  youngest  r    tlSii 
(I  y-  a  D"  £7.s  ^ 

To  4000  Shingles  laid  on  the  Konfe  4  -  IC  - 

To  nails  &  work  2     15  - 

To  4  New  wind "  Frames  Lalhes  &  Glass  0  -  12  - 

To  2  pc"  Timber  &  raising  the  Floor  1-0- 

To  mending  Glass  21/  a  new  Door  &  hinges  14/  1  -  i:5  - 

I'o  ;!0/  p^  Tor  Summering  >.v  Wintering  a  cow  1  -  10  - 

To  making  2  o\  ens  ;iO/  a  Ladiler  for  y  liuuse  12/  2  -    2  - 

The  accouiptant  prays  for  allowance  of  her  Third  part 
of  the  Personal  Estate  after  Debts  .^  Funeral 
Charges  p''  lieing  i;2'.)  -  5  2  and  for  her  third  part 
of  the  Income  of  the  House  &  Eand  for  24  years 

Ijeiuy  three  peamds  a  jear  £  72 

Dischargeil  270-  12  — 

Charged  200-15-2 

Hallaucc  due  to  me  old  'I'enour  £    15      10  -  2 

)iL-r 

Error  Except'  it  Hannah    ■     I'ak.mkn  n:i; 

Uli.lk 

We  whose  names  are  hereunto  Subscribed  being  ('lio-.(  i.  _..' i.a 
powered  to  audit  the  accoiupt  of  the  admin'"'  abo\e  uamrvi  iia^e 


\1         .J 


.1    'i..>J.:ii 
'II     .. 


;  '1  1  ..'  .  .1 


■'  •  j::> 


<i  ••lil  III.  I    ., 
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Carefully  peruscil  ami  cxamiiu'd  the  wiiliiu  wriUcii  acciiinpt  ami 
JiulgLi  llic  same  to  lif  rcasoiialile  >.<^  ,Iust  ami  that  il  (Hiulit  to  bi' 
allow  cil 

Hiaiiitrco   May  I7l.i. 
.loiiN  (^)i  iM  -i  1'kii:k   Ai>ams  I'Iisknk/.i.i;   Kiki.h 

Sullolk  ss  :      15y  tin-  Mono'''-  .losiali  Willard  Ks(|'  .(iiduv  of  I'ro  .Vc 

llaiiiiali  I'arincniri'  ailiii"  prrstiitt'il  llic  t'oniioiiii;  vV  inatic 
oalli  thai  IL  coiitaiiis  a  -liisl  ami  true  accoiii|it  of  her  adiiiiiia'cou  of 
llur  H.->lale  of  li(jr  late  lliisliaml  l>eiijaiiiin  raiMiu'iiler  tlcc-fd  so  far  as 
(slic  lialli  proceeded  therein  wlueli  [  do  allow  >>t  apjirove  of  llie  same 
luulnii'  been  allowed  by  the  aiidilor  appoiuled  by  iiiysclf  and  tlir 
Parties/  ,1.    W'li.i, vi:i> 

r,o>loii,  .Innc  M,  171;'.. 

Ivk'  X;   All  I"  l>i;i.('iii;i;   Keiir' 


ANCESTRY    OF   HANNAH    NEWTON, 

Who   Mai:i;ii:|)   15kn.ia.min   I'akmdn  iki;. 

'I'lifie  is  HO  evideiiet' of  fainily  rehilioii  lie1\\X'cii  lliis  faiii- 
ily  :iii(l  llu'  faiiiily  n\'  Siiiicoii  Newton. 

.loll.X    XKU  TON. 

JoliH  Nt'Wlon  of  l\iiulaii(l  resided  in  Colliloii.  coiiidy  of 
DevoHsiiiie.  lie  was  a  ciiiriigeoii  ( siiigc-oii  ).  lie  made 
Ills  will  April  .;,  Hi  Mi,  Inuii  which  we  leani  that  the  name 
of  his  wife  was  Alice;  that  he  had  a  daiiiihlei'  .Mary,  un- 
married   when    the  will  was    made,   w  iio    later   mariieil 

Stoker;  that  his  son  .\ntlMin\  was  in  New  I'.iiLiland,  also 
his  daiiLihlei  d.aiie,  who  hail  married  I  )eac(m  Tliomas  l.oi- 
iii'j,-  (d'  lliniiiiam.      Tlie  following  is  an  abstract  of  his  will  : 

Wild,    Of    .lOIlN     NKW'I'oN.    i:.\(;i. AND. 

*  *  *  -•  M\  wife  Alice  >liall  lia\.'  and  ciijoy  ;dl  lh;d  lion^e 
W  licreiu  she  now  dwellelli  and  (iccnpietli.  diniiiL;  lur  life,  if  Ihuvr 
Ihrrc  li\  (•>  licn-al'lcr  nunl  ioni'd.  iir  eilhrr  (d'  i  li.an  -o  li.i,-:  -  e  i!l  b    •■. 
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thai  is  l(j  say,  .loliii,  (irarc,  'ranisiii,  liis  wii'c,  and  'l\-iiii.siii  his 
daughter.  And  alter  Iut  iloatii  my  dall^^lltl•l•  Mary  sliall  lia\  e  and 
enjoy  the  sai<1  home  during  all  the  time  then  to  come  and  unexpireil. 
And  if  my  daughter  Mary  die  Itelore  Alice  my  wife,  my  Mill  is  that 
all  such  gootls  etc.  as  my  wife  hath  now  in  keeping  etc.  Shall  he 
sold  iind  the  money  that  is  yielded  shall  l)e  c()iialiy  divided  helwetn 
my  son  Anthony,  anil  my  dauglder  Joane,  or  Iheir  children.  And  if 
my  daughter  Mary  die  childless  and  if  my  said  w  ife  antl  she  die  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  llii'ee  li\es,  my  will  is  tliat 
I'M^ard  .Newlon.  son  of  William  Newton  of  W'addon  shall  then 
have  and  enjoy  the  said  home  etc.  during  all  liie  time  to  couie  and 
unexpired.  Also  1  give  unto  Anthony,  my  said  son  and  .Joane  hy 
said  daughter,  which  are  now  in  New  England,  Six  pounds  apieci', 
to  \h:  paid  by  Mary,  my  said  dau^liter  \\itiiin  iialf  a  \t:ir  afli.T  mv 
death. 

'J'he  residue  to  my  said  daugliter  Mary,  "w  home  1  maki'  mine 
KxeciUrix  and  I  do  appoint  my  well  btdos  ed  and  laithlnl  friends  in 
trust  .John  Turt'liase  of  Mayudiree,  and  .Nicholas  Hauches  my  kins- 
man to  be  o\  ei'seers  herein,  and  for  their  [tains  theriin  1  give  them 
live  shillinus  apiece. 

I'roved  by  the  oath  of  Mary  Stoker  als.  Newton,  natural  and 
lawful  daughter  of  the  deceased  and  executrix  named  in  the  same 
will. 

A.\  rilO.W-'    NKWroN.     (,Imiin.') 

Aiitlioiiy  Xew'tdii  was  Ikuii  uliotit  1<!I  1.  prcdiuMy  :il  ('olli- 
toii,  coiiid  y  of  Devoiisliire.  Ijijihiiul.  Iledieil  in  .Alilton, 
Mnssaeliiisetls,  Mi\y  Ti,  17(M,  aged  iiiiietv  Vfurs.  His  wife 
was  living'  in  Mi.sl,  at  wliieli  tiuie  siie  w  ;is  (lisiiiiss('(l  from 
Dorchester  rliuicii  to  join  the  (hiireii  at  .Milton.  Her  maiden 
iiume  cannot  lie  lotiiHl.  Antliony  Newton  was  a  sliijiw  right . 
He  was  among  those  who  formed  aclmicli  ul  Milton  in  ItlT.s. 
He  Wits  at  IJiaiidifi'  in  KilO,  had  iiro|ieity  interests  at  Lan- 
caster in  Mi.'ri,  Init  was  prohaldy  a  icsident  of  Dorchester 
from  1(112  in  that  part  which  hecame  .Milton. 

'I'o  his  son  l';|)lnaim  he  deeds  his  hon:esteail  in  .^^dlon. 
1  le  had  li\ c  childicn. 
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KIMIKALM'   NKWroX.     (Aniik.nv/'  Juiin.') 

K|tlir:iiiii  Ncwlon  was  liorii  in  HJIT.  Ilo  iiianied  liiilli, 
(luiigliter  ol"  iViidiew  I'ilclii'r.  Hi'  was  a  sokliLT  iii  King 
Philip's  wai'.  He  di't'ded  his  homestead  to  his  son  John,  in 
1722,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  place  which  he  tiave  to 
his  danghter,  iinth  Addinii'toii,  of  whom  John  i)nrchased  il 
in  a  few  3'eais.  He  was  livin<i  in  1722,  as  was  also  his 
wife.  He  had  live  children,  of  whom  one,  Hannah,  mai'iied 
HiMiiamin  Painii'nter  of  IJiaintree. 


ANCESTRY    OF    RUTH    PITCHER, 

■  Wild   .\I\iiim.i>   l',rni;Ai.\i    Ni'.wiox. 

Andrew    I'ilchei'  lived    in    Dorchester   in    K;.'!!.      Hi'  \\:is 
nnide  a  freeman  Jnne  2,  Hill.      He,  in  company  with  Nich- 
olas Wood,  was  one  of  the  liist  settlers  of  Sherhorn  at  Hol- 
liiook  Station.      He   mariii-il    Mar<iarct  IJiissi'll,  who  died  in 
I  KI.Sl.      He    dii'd    in    KKii.      He  had   eiulit  children.      Allot 

I  his    fonr    soils  wcri'    in     \\\\iii    IMiilip's    war.      Hi-    yonnm'-l 

I  daiii^hter,   IJiilli,  mariied  l^plnaiui    .Newton. 

I 

I  ANDiiKW    IMTCIIKK-     WILL. 

[  iSiiiiuik  I'Kibi.ii-  i;,-c(,i,l>,  no~i..M,  \oi.  1 :  :;r,f,.  I 

I  Aiiilrcw  ritclur  of  Durdiolcr  hciiiu  by  y  iireseiil  paviic- ami 
weakiiisx'  upon  iiu'O  >eii^aliK-  lliat  my  ilayes  will  not  ix-  luii:;  lure 
ami  williui;  h.ue  Un-  to  dispo-cur  lliat  litllf  c-lalt-  ihat  (.od  liaili  Iciil 
iiiee  thai  il  may  prc\ful  iroiihle  herealtcr  liopciiiii-  that  eix-  loim  I 
sliidi  lie  freed  from  what  I  now  mideriio  Ami  I  shall  We  with  llu' 
Lord  'I'luand'ore  after  y  hiiriall  of  my  ln.iiy  ami  my  |)el)t>  Ikmu-^-U) 
pa>demy  will  is  that  my  wife  marLianl  shiiU  have  all  my  estate  thai 
is  \vitlnn  l)or(dii'stfr  durinL:  hrr  lite  for  her  ow  iie  maima\  nance  and 
for  lo  hrinii'  u|.  m\  chjldrcii  And  Hurl  her  my  will  is  that  my  rhk-l 
,sonu  Sanmcll  shall  ha\e  halli'  my  land  that  1\  .-s  m-rr.-  i;""'!  man 
Wadf  hehind  nndlield  and  liali'e  y'  mcaddow  thai  Iw--,  iM-lon-in-:  to  it 

And  Inrthfr   mv  will  is  that   my  s,uiucs  ,lohn  and    l.,i..ii  ...o.  ■>'   n! 


.'■♦^lii  ni'l    'rf!j>i   -U)    y 
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have  y  ollu-r  IkiU'u  of  il  wiili  the  dilicr  liallV  of  y  iiicailow  hcldUii- 
to  it  And  I'liitluT  my  will  is  llial  al'U;!'  iiiy  wifos  (Ircca.su  my  sniim' 
Nalliaiiit'l  sliall  liavfiiiy  lioiiseiiii;' and  all  my  lands  and  callle  within 
Dorc-lio.ster  and  shall  i>ay  out  of  it  to  my  oldest  DaniihUrcxiitrii  nee 
Sixteen  ponnds  Avilhiu  foiii-  yeares  lu;e  eonu's  to  enjoy  ii 

And  to  niy  yonnnest-  daiinhler  K'uth  Iwehc  ponnds  within  si\ 
yeares  alter  he  comes  to  enjoy  ji  And  Inrther  my  will  is  that  what 
hoiiseiiold  stnllelhefe  is  left  alti'i'  my  wifes  diseease  siiall  he  deside(| 
e(|nally  to  all  my  Children  alike  ami  rurthef  my  will  is  that  if  any  ol 
my  ChiUlreii  dye  bel'oi'e  lliey  come  to  enjoy  llieire  portion  it  shall  he 
devided  Amoni;st  the  rest  einially  except  they  leave  children  to  snc- 
ceetl  them  irnrtheimore  I  doe  appoynt  my  wife  and  eldest  sou  lor  to 
he  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  'restament  In  witnrsse  I  have 
set  too  my  hand  Amh;i;w    I'l  kiiki;   his  marke. 

Ill  [iresfiiee  (d'   William  Kohinson 

Ins  iiiaik 

John  II       (iill 

S.imnel  W'adsworlh 
y  1(10)  ICCU  At  A  County  Court  held  in  Boston  D  mos  :;  ICCl 
.)(din  (iill  and  william  Kohhinson  Deposeil  that  hasiiii;-  sidiscrilud 
their  names  totliis  paper  were  present  w  lu-n  Andrew  rileher  siiiiicd 
and  tle(dared  thi>  paper  as  his  last  will  and  'restament  that  he  was 
ol"  A  sound  memorie  and  ilisjiosini;  mind  to  their  best  knowledi;e 


ANDKKw   rrrciiidi  iwtv 

ISlirUiU.    I'l..l.;ur    l;^^,,|,l^,    lldsl..]!,    Wil.    t:lS.| 

An   lincntory   of    y  ijoods   and  ('hattels    of    [mii'mis)  Andrew 
I'itehers  late  of  1  )oich('strr  pri/.ed  by  u>  under  written  l'.t(  I  ,i   MH'.o 

i   lOD.Dd.lKl 

••  i)lL'.n(i.(i() 


A  dwelliiiii  house  barne  house  lott  .^  orchard 

To  three  acres  of  meadow 

lotwo  hundred  Acres  of  upland  and    meadow  Ivini;  in 

Ol-  ueari.'  uuio  .Medli<  Id 
lo  four  (owo  and  o\en  and  one  horse 


1  bum. (Ml 
n:',;i.iMi.no 


lo  small  sw  ine 

lo  one  (  art  one  share  and  ( 'oulter  one  ( 'lia\  ne  Axletree 
piue-^  hoopt-s  for  whec-ls  wc-dL;c^  and  lianiics  lor 
beet  I e  1'   liovv  .••>  ouc  A  \e  one  S\  I  he  and  one  \ Dakc 

lo  '.'>  beds  w  il  h  I'urnil  luc 

lo  ill  Table  liiu'ii 

lo  in  (doaihe 

lo  in  weaiiim  appanll 


nit:i.(io.u(i 

(112.11(1.1)0 
OOL'.tilMKI 
oOL'.i'O  •  .1 
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To  ill  pewter  I)''  in  brasse  vessells  25^ 

lo  in  an  iron  poll  nnd  fr_\  in;;'  panne 

lo  ill  ^^■oo(ien  \e,ssels  and  one  Spinning  whelle 

lo  Amies  and  AniinunlLion  2^ 

lo  in  (-'orne  40'' 

lo  one  liaiui  saw  anil  poL  lianj^ers  (i^  in  Ijaggs  5'^ 

lo  in  hookes  "r  in  Cards  3^  eliesLe  and  boxes 


"  002.00.00 
"  000.06.00 
"  002.00.00 
"  002.00.00 
"  (HO. 00.00 
"  000.11.00 
"  002.08.00 

£  2S(i. 

''     20.20.00 


Debts  that  at  p'sent  Appear  are 
Sanuiel  I'ilelier  dejiosed  in-  Court  !)  May  l{!i;2  saitli  tliat  tliis  is  A 
true    Inventory  of  \  >^^  eslale  (d'  the  lute  Andrew  Pitclier  to  iiis  best 
knowledi^e  lliat  wlien  lie  knows  more  he  will  (iiseo\  cr  it 
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PROMINENT    MEN    WHOSE    NAMES    APPEAR   IN 
THESE    RECORDS. 

We  may  gel  some  idea  of  the  sincerity  and  devotion  to 
tlieii'  religious  conxi'/tions  of  sueli  heroic  spirits  as  John 
AVilson  and  Elizal)eth  Manstiehl,  of  Thomas  Hooker  and 
Mary  Pym,  leaders  in  literary  and  social  circles,  from  the 
fact  that  they  left  their  homes  of  comfort,  and  even  hixury, 
for  the  life  of  de[)rivatiou  and  actnal  suffering  necessarily 
attending  their  emigration. 

Thomas  Hooker  was  a  famous  preaciier  and  teacher  iu 
England  ;  he  nnnd;iei-ed  John  Elliot  among  his  pupils  ;  he 
was  :i  cousin  of  Kichard  Hooker,  a  noted  prose  writer  in  the 
time  of  Elizabeth.  The  main  part  of  Hooker's  company 
came  to  New  England  in  16;52,  He  was  obliged  to  escape 
in  disguise  to  avoid  imprisonment,  but  came  some  mouths, 
later.  His  company  settled  at  Newtown,  now  Candjridge, 
this  territory  having  been  assigned  them  by  the  (ieneial 
Court  of  INIassachusetts. 

Thomas  Hoijker  married  lirst,  Mary  P^'ui,  sister  of  the 
great  John  Pym,  tiie  leader  of  the  Parliament  wiiich  opi)osetl 
Charles  the  First  with  armed  force.  Sarah,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hooker  and  Mary  Pym,  mai-ried  Pev.  J<jhn  ^Vilsou 
of  Medlield  ;   her    son,  Dr.  AViison,  nnirried  Sarah  Newton, 

who  was  a  granddaughter  of  'i'honuis  Hooker  and  Saridi  •, 

his  second  wife;  their  daughter,  Sai'ah  \Vilson  Marsh,  was 
great-grandmother  to  Lavinia  Newton,  wife  of  I'^lihu  Cutler. 

What  relation  existed  between  Mary  Hooker  Newton 
and  (iov.  iulward  Hopl^ins  of  Connecticut  is  not  known,  Init 
she  was  a  legatee  in  his  will  by  wiiich  he  left  live  lunnlred 
pounds  to  Harvard  College.  The  trustees  of  this  legacy 
invested  it  in  hind  in  Massachusetts,  which  later  I'eaniL- 
incorixirated  into  tiie  town  of  llo[ikintou.  r' 
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Tlioiuas  1  looker  was  too  liberal  to  l)e_in  syinpatliy  witli 
the  policy  of  tiie  IMassacliiisetts  Colony,  wlieri'  civil  rights 
(lepeiuled  on  religious  ((iialilicatioiis.  He,  therefore,  soon 
asked  perniissi')n  of  the  ( Jeneral  Court  to  remove  with  hi.s 
followei's  from  Caniluidge  to  the  Ijanks  of  the  C^onnecticnt. 
'I'hc  privilege,  refused  at  lirst,  was  granted  the  following 
year.  In  1(53(),  Mr.  Hooker,  with  Samuel  Stone,  also  a 
prea(-her,  and  -lohn  White,  who  later  was  an  elder  in  his 
church,  in  comiiany  with  about  a  hundred  followers,  includ- 
ing men,  women  and  children,  stalled  across  tlie  country, 
driving  horses  and  cattle  before  them  for  a  distance  of  more 
than  a  hundred  miles  through  a  trackless  wilderness.  'I'hey 
settled  at  Hartford,  then  calling  it  Newtown,  after  their 
former  home. 

Samuel  Morse,  who  was  an  ollicer  in  (h'omwell's  Iron- 
sides, came  to  New  England  in  11)4,").  He  lirst  settled  in 
Dedham.  About  hi.'iO,  he  moved  to  INIedlield,  where  his 
family  became  connected  by  marriage  with  the  l*eii'\s  and 
Chirks.  Daniel  3Iorse,  one  of  his  sons,  w:is  among  ihe 
lirst  lo  settle  on  the  west  side  of  the  Charles  l\iver.  He 
was  a  charter  nieiiibiT  of  the  lirst  church  in  Slu'rboi-ii,  and 
[vrominent  in  all  public  atlairs.  His  daiigliter  married  John 
Terry.  Dorcas,  ihe  daughter  ol'  his  brother  ,l(»se[)h,  mai'- 
ried   lleniamin  ( 'laik'. 
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HOMESTEAD    OF    SIMEON    NEWTON. 
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The  land  u[)()ii  wiiie'li  Siineon  Newton's  honse  and  mill 
was  locatetl  was  pari  of  a  giant  ol'  land  y^iwn  to  Klea/.ev 
I^uslicr.  Jt  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  lifty  acres  in 
what  was  then  called  Medlield.  Part  of  this  he  sold  May 
2G,  l()f)*J,  to  Henry  Adams,  who  had  a  cattle  lanclie  upon  it 
for  a  fcAV  yeai's.  His  son  Jasper  was  the  first  to  li\'e  upon 
it,  and  kSanniel  Brown  of  Salem  owned  it  later,  but  did  not 
occupy  it.  About  17^^"),  Jtaac  Foster,  supjiosed  to  be  a 
relative  of  the  lirowns,  built  the  mill,  and  the  house  about 
17;{(),  both  of  which  he  sold  to  Joshua  llemenway,  who  in 
turn  sold  them  to  ^\'illi;lm  Jones.  From  him,  in  ITU;}, 
Simeon  Newton  purchased  the  [)ro|)erty  for  the  sum  of  '•''J'wo 
hundred  tt  eighteen  pounds,  six  shillings  tfc  eight  i)ence, 
paid  in  hand."  Jt  consisted  of  tliirty-two  acres  of  land,  a 
house  anil  gristmill.  'I'o  the  north  and  east  it  was  l»ounded 
by  land  owned  by  James  Kussell,  on  the  south  by  the  estate 
of  Hev.  Joshua  I'lentice,  and  on  the  western  side  liy  the 
"farm  line,"  so  called. 

^Vileu  (jlrandmother  Newton  began,  housi'kec[jing  here 
there  was  probably  only  one  house  in  sigiit.  'i"he  Brook 
meadow,  stretching  away  to  the  northeast,  was  the  only 
cleared  land  in  view  ;  :dl  the  rest  was  primeval  fijrest.  The 
little  null  was  two  hundred  3'ards  higher  up  the  .stream, 
where  evidences  of'  the  old  dam  can  still  be  seen.  During 
her  lifetime  the  land  about  there  was  cleared  and  cultivated 
nearly  as  much  as  at  jjii'scnt,  and  most  of  the  Imildings  now 
standing  were  erected.  iV  ne\v  dam  and  a  trim  little  red 
factory  and  mill  were  luiilt,  which  with  the  beautifid  sheet 
of  water  in  the  foregnjund  still  forms  a  [jleasing  picture  in 
the  memory  of  her  children. 
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ADAMS,  Liiiit.  Henry,  7, 

Junper,  ;>."!. 
J 'filer,  ^7. 

BOSTON  ChiMvli,  IS. 
Bniiutreu,  10,  Iti,  18,  li'J. 
lUOUiiup,  S:ir:ili,  7. 
licliliur,  Joliii,  10. 

Mary,  10. 
ISrown,  Siuiuiul,  35. 

c;ilAH[,KS'roWN,  20. 
( 'ollego,  llurviird,  '21,  :i2. 
<  ';iiiiljridv;e,  o2. 
( 'rdiuwc-llV  uriiiy,  ;;:!. 
(.'(illiton,  lOiiglaiid,  27. 
('uu|)L-r-hliu|),  7. 
Ciillur,  Kliliu,  7,  12. 

.\nlmr  II.,  11. 
t'lark,  Joisepli,  :!2. 

Benjamin,  32. 

Dorcart,  :i:!. 

l).\NFO]rriI,  Sannul,  10. 

Thoinas,  2ii. 

NJary,  10. 
UeacoiiKilio.-^toii  ( 'lunch,  2ii 
Dorcher^ter,  20. 
Dedliam,  M. 

DI.lO'l',  Juhn,  ;>2. 

KOSTEH,  Iwaac,  7,  .S... 

GLOVER,  Natliaiiii'l,  17. 
(Jeueral  Court,  .'12,  .;;!. 

HOLMSTON  Cliurili,  l.i. 
lIolliHtuu,  7,  13,  Ifi. 
lldllirook  Htaiiun,  20. 
Udlikinlon,  32. 
IlunforU,  33. 
lleiiienway,  Jonhiia,  3.'>. 


llojiUiuH,  ICdward,  32. 
Hooker,  liiclianl,  32. 

'I'lionuiK,  21,  32,  33. 

.Marv,  22. 

Sarali,  21,  32. 

.lUM';y,  William,  7,  3o. 
Janjiur  Hill,  7. 

KI.NG  I'lIIIJI',  23,  -20. 

I.OKER,  Ilannali,  5. 
Luring,  'I'lioiiias,  27. 

MAltLBOUO,  b. 
Med  way,  13. 
.Medlicl'.l,  21,  32. 
Milloii,  2S. 
MorfO,  Siisannali,  0. 

Samuel,  33. 

Daniel,  33. 

duKepli,  .■'>3. 
Marsh,  duriihlia,  7,  10,  I'l. 

.\le.>:ander,  7,  10,  17,  1><, 

.IcdiM,  10,  17,  22. 
M.ny,  23. 
MaiL-lield,  Sir  ,luliM,  IS, 
l':ii/.al.elh,  IS. 

ni;ki)I1.vm,  7. 

Newloii,32,  33. 
.\c\vU)n,Simeuo,huiHer;lead 

34,  3.'i. 
Nicholas  Mills,  0. 
Xewlon  ('oat  of  .Vrms,  s. 
.N'cw  ton,  l.a\  iiiKi,  .'),  32. 

Ki.hai.l,  ."). 

Danii'l,  0. 

l-aae,  7. 

,lolni,  27. 

Simeon,  7,  h"..  Is.  27. 

Sell.,  7. 

,l^•ru^lla  (MarMi),  10. 


Sarah  (Hooker),  22. 
I'^jihraim,  2.3,  20. 
.Vnthony,  27,  28. 
Hannah,  27,  20. 
Noyes,  I'eler,  u. 

I'Ali.MEN'l'KU,  Benjamin, 

18,  23,  2a,  27. 

Hannah,  18,  23. 

Koherl,  23. 

,Iosu|ih,  23. 
I'iteher,  .\ndrew,  20,  3U,  :il. 

Ruth,  20. 

Samuel,  20,  31. 
I'ym,  .lohn,  32. 

.Mary,  32. 
I'erry,  ,lohn,  33. 

{iViSi'Y,  17. 
(}nincy,  Ediiiiiiul,  21. 
t^uiney,  .lohn,  27. 

i;.\WSil.\,  Wilhaui,  17. 

I'M  ward,  20. 
Uoxliiuy,  10. 

SLIDIUK'l  ,  .•.. 
Stony  Brook,  0. 
Stoker,  Mary,  28. 
Stone,  Samuel,  33. 

\VI.M>.<o|;  (i.sile,  18. 
W^itertowu,   0,  20. 
^Vintllro|J  I'ond,  18. 
\VinthHj[i,  (iuv.,  18. 
White,  . I. dm,  33. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  ,l»mes,  1;;. 

dohii,   hi,   17,  IS,  I'.i,  -io, 
21,  32. 

Dr.d.dm,  17,  22,  32. 

Sarah,  17,-1. 

William,  IS. 
Woodh.dl,  Isabel,  18. 
\VhealleV,   Leah.  22.       . 
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1)1'    SiMKON     NkWTON     AM)     I^I.IIIU    CrTl.KK. 


The  relics  of  :i  (hiiii  (ui  ,l:iri-  Brook  ;iii<l  ;i  ccllai-  liole  near 
l»y  may  still  lie  siin.  near  llie  lanii  t'onnerly  owned  liy  Sam- 
uel liiiUard,  Fsij.  Aceordiiiu  lo  the  testimony  of  livini!,' 
descendants  of  llie  iiullard  family,  it  lias  always  been  a  tra- 
dition that  it  was  here  Sinu;on  Newton  lirst  hiiilt  a  house 
and  saw-mill.  After  a  few  3'eais,  he  honglit  the  place  with 
which  his  name  is  Generally  connecti'd. 

lie  moved  his  saw-mill  lo  his  new  place.  The  house  was 
also  moved  from  the  old  site,  and  with  this  an  addition  was 
iiiiilt,  which  is  still  a  part  of  the  Simeon  Xewton  house. 

AbcMit  l.'sl.'),  i'Mihu  Culler  houiiht  of  the  Lrlaud  family 
the  water-power,  where  the  condi  factory  st(tod  in  lecent 
years,  foi'  tlu'  ,lair  llrook  Wheel  ('om[»any.  Ihie  weie 
made  the  liisl  four-wheeled  i»assiMijJei-  wayons  ni:ide  in  this 
State,  'i'he  IloUiston  wauoiis  obtained  (juite  an  extensive 
sale  in  this  and  otlu^r  States. 

The  Cutlei-  family  own  land  on  wiiidi.  until  recent  yeai's, 
were  two  dams  a  mile  or  more  aliove  this  >pot. 
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SIMEON    NEWTON    CUTLER. 


Sl.MKON"     XlOW'l'ON    CMTLKK.      (  Kiiiit  ,^    Simi;..n,'- 
.Ii»N  \i  II  AN, '    \  \  I II  AMKi., '   Na  111  \Nii:i.,-' John.' 

SiuK'on  NfwtDii  Culler  \va.s  Ikmii  Si'ptciiihL'r  28,  ITD'.i,  in 
llii'  old  fann-lioii^i'  of  .laiinjs  \Vii<i;lit,  near  tlie  wooicii  rac- 
ier}'in  Ilolii^loii.  \\'illiiii  the  year  tiftcr  iiis  liii'tli  his  I'alhci' 
moved  to  tlie  Siniec'i  Newton  homestead,  occiipyiiisi,-  it  willi 
the  .Xewtoii  family-  As  Simeon  was  the  tirst  lirandson  to 
tiecome  a  memhiM'  of  tlu'  family,  his  ij,iandmoUier,  .leriisha 
(iMarsh)  Newton,  and  aiinl  Sally,  took  especial  inteii'st  in  his 
welfare,  as  may  Ue  seen  by  records  in  the  old  journal.  lie 
is  the  child  rel'erred  lo  liy  his  'grandmother  in  her  journal 
where  she  narrates  her  hair-l;readtli  escape  while  ridiuii,  in  a 
chaise  with  her  dauiihter  and  jxramlchild.  (See  Part  ii, 
paoe   12.) 

llis  aunt,  Sally  Newton,  was  a  teacher.  She  laiiuht  in 
the  schools  of  lioston  and  Lynn.  Her  interes,t  in  his  early 
I'ducatiou  is  shown  liy  a  con  espondeiicc  which  occurred 
when  he  was  li\e  or  six  years  of  aj^e. 

lie  attended  the  di.-.lricl  school  at  tlu'  old  school-house, 
near  the  nieelinn'-hoiisc  ;  latci-,  at  the  red  scliool-hoiise  on 
the  corner  iA'  the  roads,  near  the  luiiise  of  John  IJatchelder. 
lie  then  spent  se\eral  terms  at  the  l,(?icester  .\cademy. 
After  this,  he  re(H'i\t'(l  instruction  in  advanced  mathematics 
from  SamiU'l  |}iillard,  l']s(|.,  of  liollislon.  This  was  the 
exleiit  ()i   his  school  ad\anlaues. 

liy  assisting;  his  father  in  the  wheelwright  >lio|    \\\n-\\  i;  u 
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ill  scIkjoI  III-  I'ni'ly  nciiiiiird  :i  coii^iiU'ialik'  kiio\\iu(li;t;  of  tli:it 
ti'iuk'.  AN'lii'ii  his  J':itlu'i-  bi-'gaii  huildiiii;'  at  .lair  lirook,  lie 
workt'd  with  llu'  wheelwrights.  He  also  assisted  in  Imildiii;;- 
the  woolen  I'aetory  on  llie  .lames  \\'i<;lit  'I'rip-haniuier  priv- 
ileii;e.  Lati'r,  he  assisli'il  in  creeliiiii-  a  saw-mill  at  the  same 
l)hiec. 

Novemlicr  lM,  LslM,  hi'  nianied  .Mary  I'llts  ot  Serkonk, 
INIass.,  and  l)eL!,an  lidiisi'keepin'j;  in  llic  Siiiuoii  Nfwtnn 
homestead,  where  his  father  still  lived. 
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From  this  time,  he  was  his  father's  millwiiglil.  lie 
chan^-ed  the  .lair  I'.rook  wheel  fael(,iiy  into  a  saw  and  gn^t- 
iiiill,  and  assisted  in  hiiildine;  (.n  the  home  plaee  a  thread 
mill  an<l  a  l-ark  mill  for  the  tannery.  He  operated  for  rent, 
or  on  shares,  his  father's  mills.  H.;  also  made  shoe-pi'jis 
liy  water  powi'r  for  the  first  shoe  faeloi'ies. 

In  l<s;;i',  in  company  with  his  father  and  .Mr.  Daniel 
Karnes,  he  laiill  a  >aw  and  urist-mill  lu-ar  the  house  of  .Mr. 
Kames.  on  Cold  Siiriiig  lirook,  in  Hopkinton. 
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At  this  tiiiu;  :ill  iiKiciiiiuM  y  pi-oiu-IU'd  liy  \v:itcr-li(»\viM'  iii 
tlic  coiiiiti'v  towii.-i  was  iiKulc  (if  uooil  ;  sluil'ts,  (■(lu-n  lu'i'ls, 
and  piillics,  \\ri-c  worl^rd  mil  of  wood  by  hand.  'I'lu'  con- 
slnu'thin  of  siidi  niacliinny  i  iMniiic'd  nici-  calcnlatinn  au<l 
tin'  ulnidst  skill  in  il.s  cxccnlinn.  All  lK)ard  nails.  ^|>ikcs, 
etc.,  al  that  time  wi'ic  widn-jhl  I13'  hand,  and  sold  hy  the 
dozen.  In  mnifial  nianul'aclinin;j  lluMc  was  no  c^.tahli^hed 
nietliod  ;  costly  (■x[)i'iiininils  had  to  he  died,  and  inexperi- 
enced \\(ir]<nicn  liained.  In  ihe  a  tisenee  of  iailio;id  1 1'a  ns- 
porlalion,  the  m.aikei  wa-,  loo  linnled  t^  pKunise  larizf 
retnnis  lo  the  niaind'acUii'ei  .  Cotton  Inel  not  come  inlo 
general  use.  'i'he  spinning  and  \via\inLi  "f  ^\""l  :ind  lla\ 
■was  still  done  in  (he  homes  of  the  people. 


.•^.    ■^;..   .0* 


r.      ',  >.V»>    '  '>. 


•j*    V.  ,  ^»^        r^V 
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\Vhili'  till'  hiiiMiiiL;'  ol'  mills  niid  dw  I'lliiio-lioiist's  in  I  Idllis- 
tou  was  a  source  ol'  pntlii  id  Ihc  I'iuukm'  uIki  rui'iiislicd  all 
the  liiml)er  and  all  the  lin'l  I'lMiniird  I'ldin  his  Imcsls,  all  Uu; 
beef"  and  hreadslulT  nseil  Ity  the  niei  lianics  lidni  his  liidds — 
the  i)roi)rie't()rs  of  the  mills  did  nut  at  liisl  ^liaic.  as  they 
had  hoi)e<l,  in  this  prosiierit y.  ()ii  llie  lontiary,  as  a  busi- 
ness veiitmx',  it  was  attended  with  coiisidiiaMe  loss  to  both 
Kliliu  ('idler  and  his  son  Sinu'on. 

While  iilannin;L;'  the  maehinery  I'oi-  the  Mames  mill.  .Mr. 
Cutler  pi'oposcMl  that  it  shoidd  be  cdn.-I  nndi'il  |iiiiiei|)all  y  of 
iron  instead  of  wooil.  Al'tt'i'  I'onsidi-rable  delay,  and  with 
many  inis^i\inij,s,  the  |iro|ii'irtois  acet'pted  his  snt^^e^-itions. 
A  woodi'ii  \vatei'-\\  heel  was,  ho\ve\er,  built  and  |iut  in  posi- 
tion; but  even  this  hi'  linally  persuaded  ihe  owniTs  to  take 
out  before  it  wa:^  started,  and  the  lirsl  ea,st-iron  water-w  hetd 
ever  seen  in  the  eounty  was  inslaiird  i;i  its  place. 

■  The  remarkable  success  which  altended  this  innovatitm 
introduced  Siuieou  ("utlei'  to  a  larLie  Tedd  ol'  niill\Miuht  woi-k. 
He  was  profitably  i'm[iloye(l  foi-  the  next  t  wcnty  yi-ais  in 
ehangiug  the  woodeii-eonstrueted  mill  licarinii  to  iron,  and 
in  substituting'  easl-ir<m  lor  wooden  watcr-w  lucls. 

In  l.S.'i'.l,  he  exchanged  hi^  place  in  IbillisldU  foi'  llie  mill 
which  had  been  built  at  the  old  Ti  iphaiiimei-  pii\ilege  nf 
Kbene/.er  .Marshall  in  17  17,  and  wa-^  a[  ihi.-  lime  owned  by 
William  ( i  n  eiiw  ond. 


■i;     ■-I    .■;..(I      ,..•   :         >'    ■   .      ■'  !''       ■      -tlJ 

..■,!;.;   •    .;•(    i...     :-,'i:: 

1,1.        •-;'■  •      ■■         .,)'     1  .•(!.•   ■      ■;!? 

.:.:•   ,.  ..,.        ■<        .'..,     ,      ,,! 
...  !■!,  .,,;     •,  ,.  ■•■  •   ".■■■:-■■:  '  ■  M.  ^ 

ti  ;  /,           :..                .        ;      ;    .   :     .'.7. 
■   '■'  •■  ■  I'     •!     'I.'      '.• -..1.       ;^j;..: 

•■■  :i  ,^.'  '  ,  .    '•,:.:,./■     ■,; ;,■  A 

.-.      ,•'<,. 'i.i    ',     ■•.■■  '>■> .  i  ^i,.      .;.!ij 
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l-.bL-iiLVer  .M.u.lKill.  1717.  >.  N.  Cutlrr.  l.-^.;'.'. 

S.  X.  (  ulln  I'v  >()ns,  l.si;;i. 

Ilri'c  for  iiiuiiy  v<':ii'.s  lu'  ;iii(l  liis  soii~;  cMniril  oii  iiiilliii<i' 
biisiiK'S.s  which,  ;is  the  |)i)|iiihilii)ii  iiicri'iisril.  m|('\\  inlo  n 
lui'U'c  iiUMThaiil  iiiilliiii:  I'liU'i  |)ii~^i',  I  ri|iiii'iiiij!-  ;i  L^iMiii  i'lc\;i- 
tor  (Ur-  lirst  oiic  liiiih  r;isl  ol'  the  IluilscMi  lv'i\L'r)  ;ii)(l  ;i  siilc- 
Iraclv  coiiiii'fliiiL:,-  il  wilh  the  r>('->l(iii  and  Wdicc.-lcr  lailioail. 
f(ir  Us  oin'iatioiis.  This  Uii-iin'ss  was  (MiiliniK'il  iiiilil  l.sTi'. 
whrii  ihi'  Sii(lluii_v  \i\wv  was  taken  Im-  aihliliuiial  ^apply  t<' 
tlir  r,.i>l(in  W  alrr  ^\(l^k>. 

In  IN  1(1,  iie  liduulil  liu'  Uaihiid'  I'aini.  whirli  adjoinrd 
hi:,  olhiT  hind.  Ily  (U\o|ini;  consiiha'ahK'  linu'  [n  tho  rnlli- 
vation  of  his  hindi.  he  iK'ranic  i|iulc  a  hirue  and  M-irnlilic 
larnitT. 

His  rsttdr  w  as  now  inidndcd  in  the  new  lo\ui  ol'    \-hland. 


This  iKUiie  aiipLMi -1  .l^  lliilhuil  ill  I'. lit  J,  \i.vj.r  a;. 


'I, J,.  ^M,,l    ,  1    ,,l  .,  ^ 

•  il '    III   Imi  ..  I  i|i'    '"Id 
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wliicli  \v:is  <)i'^:iiii/.f(l  in  IsiC.  |I,.  was  clioseii  lo  ollice  at 
till'  time  ol'  the  ()rii,aiii/.;itiiiii,  and  coiitiniifd  in  some  town 
ollice  until  his  death.  In  is,"),';,  lie  ie'|)i'(!S(Milfd  the  town  in 
the  s^enerul  court,  and  in  .luui'  of  Ihe  same  year  lie  was  a 
deleL!'ate  to  the  couvenliou  for  ainendinu'  the  Stale  Cdnstitii- 
tiou. 

.Mr.  C'ulK;r  was  a  man  of  liteiary  taste,  and  a  lite-lonji,- 
student,  liavin<i,-  always  in  hand  a  iiumhei'  of  hooks  on  vari- 
ous suhjects,  tlius  Iveepint!;  Iiimsell'  well  posted  on  all  seien- 
tilic  discussions  and  political  ()iH'slions.  He  was  a  constant 
reader  of  William  Idoyd  ( iarrison's  Lilicniliir,  the  most  rad- 
ical of  anti-slavery  journals,  dcNoted  chii'lly  to  disiaissiii"" 
the  moral  as|iects  of  the  [)olitical  issues  of  the  da\'.  He  was 
a  Democrat  in  the  hest  sense  of  the  term.  'I'homas  Jeffer- 
son was  his  idv'al  statesman.  When  the  extension  of  sla\'ery 
hecaniG  the  paramount  issue,  he  will:  many  of  the  hest  of  his 
political  associati'>  joined  the  l''ie(!-soil  party.  He  sn[)- 
ported  the  Coalition  Movement  of  i.s.'iO,  which  I'esnited  in 
the  election  of  Charles  Siimnei'  to  the  i'liited  Stati's  Senate. 
As  the  slave  power  liecame  moie  aiigressive,  demandinu  the 
active  cooperation  of  noi'thern  men  in  I'eturninn'  fiiuiti'.i's  i(j 
slavery,  he  became  a  radical  aholitioniftl,  declarini;'  that  ohe- 
dience  to  a  higher  law  than  the  Constitution  rei|iiirfd  the 
ovei'throw  of  sla\  cry,  and  al isol ved  all  cil  i/eiis  f nun  unw  illim^ 
su|)[)ort  of  this  ^iij^antie  evil.  Allhonuli  a  man  of  wvs  posi- 
tive opinions,  he  was  ne\'ei'  a  partisan  ;  he  would  not  ^o  with 
his  party  where  he  lielieve(l  it  in  tin'  wioiii;  ;  yet  he  always 
cultivate(l  frii'iidly  social  relations  with  people  of  all  shades 
of  political  and  reliiziou>  heliefs. 

He  considered  the  Si'rmon  on  the  Mount  the  luLihi'st  au- 
thority rei>ardiiiu'  human  conduct.  Iiahilual  olicdience  tu  its 
pi'ccepts  Ihe  best  evidence  of  loyalty  to  it^  ( 1  reat  .Viilhoi', 
and  the  best  guide  to  a  iisefid  and  happy  life.  His  sympa- 
thies extended  to  men  ol'  all  clasi^es  and  •  <Midit  ion -.  lb 
often    s|)oke    in    piaisc-  of    the  worths    lives  autl   ^iiiji.u    laiili 
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of    the    (^)iiaki'rs.      He    \v:is    I'ond    of   (|U()liii!i'    the    words    o 
\\'liitlicr  : 

'I'lic  k;tU'r  lailcs  ami  systt'iiis  Tail, 

And  cNcr.v  syniliol  Avaiies  ; 
Tlic  Spirit  oNcrhroodiiiii'  all 

l']tcrnal  Idvc  rcinains. 


Wc  faiiilly  lu-ar,  we  diiiily  .see 
In  diU'criim'  pliiasc  \m'  pray, 

liul  iliiii  ov  flrar,  ^\^■  uww  in  llirr 
■JMic  liulil,  Ihc  irudi.  Ilic  way. 


y.i 
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MARY   FITTS. 


Mary  l<'ilts,  wlut  iiiim'ii'il  Siiiifoii  Ni'wtoii  ('utK'i',  was 
bora  at  tln'  l^'itts  lnuiu'slrad  on  tin-  liaiiks  dl' 'I'imi  .Mile  i;i\i'r 
in  St'ckcmk.  In  aildilion  lo  l\\v  advanlaui's  rm'i\  rd  ;il  tin- 
(listrit't  scliool  slie  allcniU'il  lor  scvrral  tei-nis  a  fills'  hoai'd- 
in<i'  hcliool  in  I'l-oviilrnci'.  SJie  \vn^  linis  (■i|iii|)]nMl  for  lilV 
.witli  wIklI,  at  llial  liiiu'.  was  Icuardrd  as  an  cxcclli'nt  (.■du- 
rational outlit. 

When  not  in  scliool  slu-  assisted  lu-r  UKitluT  in  tUc  \aiioiis 
duties  of  till'  liousrliold,  inclndini;  at  llial  dav.  spinning'  and 
weavini)'  of  llax  and  wool.  'Idifii'  were  no  sto\fs  in  her 
UKjlher's  house.  I'^rictioii  niatelu's  wrie  unknown.  It'  llu' 
lire  went  entirdv  out  a  liw  ro:d  naisl  lie  ohtaincd  I'loni  a 
nei<iiil)or's  d\\  (dlin^. 

When  ahoiiL  eiuhleeii  she  s))enl  a  yrnv  at  the  home  of 
her  niich'.  Dr.  Thomas  IJueklin,  in  llo|ikintou.  .Vt'lci-  thi-^. 
she  lived  lor  oiif  oi'  two  s'l'ars  wilh  liri  cousin,  who  w.-is  the 
wife  of  Kev.  ,lose[)hu.->  W'hcaton.  the  settled  uunislcr  of 
I  lolli^tmi.  1  h'|-e.  she  lirst  hccaiuc  ac'|Uaiutcd  wilh  her  liilurc 
hushand,  whom  .-^he  married   .\o\-eudici'  N.    i,s-_'l. 

'I'iicv  comnuMiced  hoiisckcepiiiii,  as  hefore  mcntioneil,  in 
the  houn'  of  Ml.  Culler's  father  —  the  Simeon  Ni'Wloii  home- 
stead. I'dleii  .Maria  was  horn  here,  .\o\-emlier  .K),  I<Sj!l', 
and  (ieoriic  Mdward,  Auuiist  _'_',  hs-Ji.  l^'or  ncarlv  a  year 
they  li\-ed  in  a  hoiisi'  south  of  the  woolen  factory,  wliik'  Air. 
Cutler  was  doiii>i'  a  joh  of  wheelw  riLilit  W()rk  at  the  factory; 
jieif  Henry  was  horn.  July  _' I ,   ISi'ii. 
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J  I  OUST,    in     WwMlIN     1\(    I,  no.      l.M-'li. 

Tlie  SHiiiL'  yvA\-  (ln'V  iinAfd  to  a  new  liousi'  ca.st  n\'  llie 
iiiill-poiKl,  0[jp()silc  llie  lioiiu'  ol'  Mr.  CiilK'i's  rallu'i-.  Ddia 
La\iiiia  was  Ikmii  Iuto,  .May  2^',  l.SjIl);  .Martha  .Icru.slia, 
Aiisj,-iist,   l.s;;^;    and  C'di'iifliiis  Howard,  Sf|.iciiili('i-  I  N,  l^.'M. 
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They  resided  here  ten  yeius  ;  (hiring  thi.s  time  tlie  fiunily 
ineoMie  w;is  small.  Mrs.  Cutler  wms  cthliged  to  worlv  luird 
and  exercise  economy  to  kee|)  her  household  comfortable 
without  exceediii!)'  the  means  at  liei'  command.  'I'iie  eliil- 
dren  went  to  school  in  the  same  red  scluxjl-house  where 
their  father  attended  in  his  boyhood.  It  was  situated  on 
the  corner  of  the  roads  near  the  lionu'  of  ,Iolin  Halchi-lder. 
I^ater,  they  went  foi'  a  short  time  to  a  new  school-house, 
near  ,Iarr  Hrook.  on  .Main  stnu-t.  In  l.S.'Wi,  they  moved  to  a 
new  house,  built  by  Mr.  ('ntlcr,  nn  the  ll()|)kintnn  juad,  not 
far  from  the  meelinii-lionse. 


■^^-  ■---^^^.  ^.m^ 
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llut^l-,   ci\    lli.|kl\l<i\    Kc'Ah.      lSJ(i-;i',i. 

Here,  William  Clark  w;is  born  May  17.  i.s;^7.  The  diil- 
dren  now  attended  srlioc^l  in  a  building  in  the  leai'  kA  the 
Methodist  church;  to  reach  this  ihcy  traveled  all  the  way  in 
a  path  through  the  woods. 

AVhen,  in  l'^;!'.),  this  [)laee  wa^  exclianged  for  the  mills 
in  Framingham,  the  removal  was  a  \ery  son'  tiial  Ii  M  -^. 
(UUler,  as   it    si'[)arated   her    froni    all    lu'i    vuii)    iiiii,.;.-    and 
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assoeiiitiuiis.  l'\n1iiiiaU'ly,  lu)^VL'^■^■|■.  sla-  I'oiiinl  hi  her  new 
neighbors  c(jiigfiiial  spirils,  with  whom  she  siistaiiicd  llie 
most  fi'ientUy  and  intiinale  rehiti.in-,  to  ihe  md  of  Iut  lile. 

'I'lic  ciuldicn  now  atU'ndtd  school  a  year  al  tlic  J^uks 
CorniT  school-house,  cninpii'linLi'  Ihei  |-  connnoii  school  stud- 
ies at  the  now  schoi»l-hoii>c  Imill  near  tiie  house  of  .Mr. 
Charles  Parkhnrst. 

Charles  i'^redrick  was  horn  July  22,  I  ^^  1  1 ,  in  the  hoiisi; 
bv  the  Frainin>i;hani  mill. 


/3a  //,:'>  r/--yy<;'  usL. 


ill  I'SH'..  ihcy  moved  into  the  Uallord  farm  honse.  where 
she  found  ample  seo[ie  for  her  taste  in  the  cnllivation  of  (low- 
ers, which  aniKiinied  to  almost  a  pas.-^ion  with  ln'r.  Ileriiai'- 
deii  was  a  constant  -ciirce  of  [ileasure.  She  was  ne\'er  so 
ha[)|)\'  as  when,  assisted  by  her  Imsband  m-  boys,  she  was 
workinu'  Willi  her  own  hands,  cult  i\atiuL;  MHiie  choice  variety. 

Y*.)\-  sixty  ve-ars  she  was  a  member  of  th»    ( ''/n:; i._>j..iin)nal 
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('lunch,  a  coii^islciit  cluislian,  ilevoli'd  {<i  llic  social  and  1)0- 
lu'vok'iit  \vorl<  of  Ilk'  (.•hiMcli.  riu' sick  in  her  luMtrlilioihood 
were  the  ohjccls  ol'  daily  \isilatioii.  Ilcr  caic  and  sympathy 
for  those  alilictcd  with  sonic  illness  often  led  liei'  to  spend 
days  aiul  iiis^hts  many  miles  from  her  home.  She  shared  to 
the  fullest  extent  her  hushaiid's  liln'ral  hos|)ilalily.  No 
needy  stranger  \vas  ever  lnrne(l  away  from  hci'  dooi-  without 
food  oi'  shelter.  Slu'  infoi-med  herself  as  far  as  pussilde  of 
the  needs  of  eveiy  -poor  family  in  tlu'  town,  and  freely  and 
cheerfidly  su})plied  their  necessitii'S. 

Aftei-  her  husliaud's  death  she  coiitiimed  to  carry  on  the 
furni,  a  business  for  which  she  developed  a  taste,  and  in 
which  she  was  \'ery  successful.  A  few  years  before  herdeath 
she  removed  to  South  I'^raminuham,  whei'c  she  purchasi'd  n 
cottaiie  near  her  (huiuhter,  Mrs.  Thompson.  She  continued 
{(>  maiKiiie  her  [)ropcrty,  which  was  ample  for  her  comfoita- 
ble  suppoit  and  for  lihi'raMe  conti'ihutions  to  many  worthy 
objects.  She  died  Septendiei-.  J.SM.s,  aiied  ei;ihty-se\  en. 
She  bequeathed  l>y  will  all  her  |)ro[)ei'ty  to  Ijcnevolent  and 
educational    puiposes. 

All  hearts  grew  warm  in  the  presence 

(M"  one  ^vho,  seeking  not  her  own, 
tiave  freely  I'or  the  lo\e  oT  nivini;-. 

Nor  reaped  I'oi'  sell'  the  liar\esl  .-o\\n. 

To  homely  ,io)s  and  loves  and  Iriemlsliips 

Thy  maiial  nature  fondlv  eliinii ; 
And  so  (he  shadow   on  tin'  dial 

l!an  liaidx  and  lell  Iher  alway-  yoniii;-. 

-  W/uflirr. 
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THE  ANCESTRY  OF  MARY   PITTS, 


Wild   M  \i;i;ii;i)  Simi.on    Ni'.wion   Cimi.ku. 


The  genealogy  of  Sii-Iohn  Kitts  of  I-itt.sl'onl,  1  )evoii.^liii\', 
Eughuid,  wliicli  is  liiU'e<l  IVom  the  tliiitA'fiitli  criilmy,  is 
piihlislitHl  in  Knglaiid. 

ROJJKirr    FI'ITS. 

Kubtu'l  Fills,  the  liisl  ul  the  I'aiuily  to  settle  in  New  F>ng- 
hxnd,  was  l)Orn  in  l-'itlsfonl,  I  )evonsliire,  Fiighuul,  alxjut 
IGOO.  lie  maii'ied  there,  (ira(-('  Lord.  Ihey  liibl  setUed  in 
Ipswich,  where  liiey  were  in  lilofi.  lie  was  oiu;  of  the,  [)i\>- 
prietors  of  the  ne\v  town  of  Sahsbiii-y.  His  name  a[)peai's 
with  some   lifty  olliei's   npon   a    compact    tor   tlie    setth'meni 
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niid  <i'()ViMniiiciit  of  tin;  lowii.  John  CIukiI,  RomT  I'lnsluiuii 
and  Siinroii  'riiuinjtson,  whose  iMiiiihi'S  hiti-i'  lircaim-  cou- 
iR'fliMl    l._v  iiiaiiia^'c  wilh    liis    Taniily,  also  .siuiicd   ihr   .same 

'V\[r  lowu  was  liisl  calli'd  ( 'oh'hrslcr,  in  lionor  of  a  town 
of  tliis  name  in  l''.ni^land,  wlu'ic  CronnwHs  army  had  then 
rcccMilly  iiaint'd  some  advanlaiir  ovri'  the  kind's  tiooi)s.  In 
KMO,  he  was  voted  ciMnuKMui'  aiid  townsman,  and  assessed 
thirty  pounds.  lie  received  al-o  a  sliaic  in  I'lum  Island. 
lie  returned  to  Ijjswieh  in  i(i."i."i,  lea\  iiii;  liis  son  Al)ialiam 
in  the  homestead  at  SalislMiiy. 

Iledii'd  in  KW;.").  11  is  estate  was  appraised  at  f2;)()-0-4  . 
lie  made  a  will  w  hieli  was  pmliated.  lie  had  a  hrolhei' 
Riohai'd,  who  settled  in  Newlniiy,  whose  name  ofleu  aj)[)ears 
on  the  reeortU  ^A'  that  town.  Ivoln'it  Fills  was  a  I'niitan,  ii 
man  of  eduealion  and  inleu,rilv. 


I  l\i)l)erl  '"'rill,  heiim'  liiliriii  of  luxly  lint  liiroiiL^li  fJod's  uu-rcy 
Iiijoyhii;'  111)  iiudi'i-staiidniL;  v^  uuinoi)'  ami  not  kimwiiiL;  \\n\\  ^iion 
tlie  Lei'il  may  call  me  mil  of  (hi--  wuiM  dec  make  i1m,>  ui)  l;e-l  will' 
and  Toiamcnl  as  follnwclli:  lii''-l  Icnmnnl  ni\  sonl  intti  llic  hands 
ol' ,)c>iis  ( 'hrisl  in\  lilc-^cd  Ucdccmcr  in  In-pcul  a  jc\  i'ul  rcsmrcc- 
lii)U  :  my  liod)-  lo  he  dc-^cnlly  lim'ycd  wlnic  (he  l.uid  sliall  di-^pese 
my  de|iarlnrc  hi  he. 

And  lor  my  oiilward  cstitle  llial  (iod  lialli  kdl  nic  Ui  ei/joy  1 
thus  doe  dispose. 

'I'liox'  hoiiM'indd  L^ooil-,  and  c>lalc>  uldcli  my  \sire's  niollier  ielt 
and  i;a\e  lo  my  wile  t  pronii-.ed  my  wile  ihal  >lic(_-  ~.li;ill  lia\c  llieni 
lo  divpo^-e  of  .■imon-sl  li.r  kindred  a^  .-lie  sliail  liiink  meet.  'I'iic 
ie>l  of  ni\  e>iale  I  doe  llm.>di-po^e  m\  will  i -  Ihal  my  soun  .\hra- 
ham  Hill  slndl  lia\e  lli.'  neck  ol'  land  al  Sali-linr>'  w  iiich  was  I.Hlely 
>onld  nnlo  i.ioncll  \\..i'ili  hiil  rdnrned  \>-Ark  .>v  in  po-session  ol  my 
Uainanl  and  al-~.ie  1  iiivc  nnlo  iiini  ilial  peel!  of  nieddow  al  S;iil~hury 
wliicli  wa-  pi;i(  ha~ed  of  m\    hmllier  W'ilm   ll.iine- 

.Msoe  I  ni\  inilo  my  >aid  -onm-  .\hraliam  all  my  anuL--  as  al~-u 
lUV  heelle  ;ind  w  cdLics  .^  cli;iilis  plow  iron-  and  inipliinehl-  "(  lei-- 
handrv  wdi  ai'c  .-di-edNc  in  Id--  hamN 
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And  I  tloc  ij,ivc  >.V  l)ei|uc'alh  unto  my  bekivtMl  uife  Grace  llitt  my 
house  ami  all  the  rest  ol'  my  lands  al  Salshnrj'  both  nuuiow  and  iip- 
h'uul  ^\ilh  all  (he  apperlenees  \  |)ri\  ledges  tiicriMndo  beloni;iiig  as 
also  ilie  inteiest  1  liav<;  in  the  house  >!i  land  J  now  live  in  lieere  in 
l|)s\vich  with  all  my  moveable  and  lioiishold  sLiife  and  two  eoAves  & 
resL  of  my  t'slale  and  of  my  estate  and  all  thi>  f  doe  give  unto  her 
dnrinii'  her  nalnial  lile  and  then  to  J'etiirn  iiido  my  sonn  Aliraham 
and  his  heii's  I'oi'eser  and  I  doc^  constilule  and  apiioinl  my  iielo\ed 
wife  (irace  Hilt  to  be  sole  executrix  ol'  this  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment. In  witness  w  lid'col'  1  ha\e  sell  my  hand  an<l  scale  this  lil'lh 
day  of  January  one  thousand  six  hundred  sixty-lhree     l-OO.'i. 

Siniiiied  and  Scaled  in  the  pVcncc 
of  us 


lionioi.T   L()i:i> 
Thomas  Loud 


'>€c^f  a. 


li'swu'ii  ,Iune  2(i,  ililj.j. 

Robert  Loril  >!i  Thomas  Lord,  the  subscribers  to  this  instrument, 
beiui;  sworn  do  say  that  ll(jl)ert  llitt  deceased,  beiny  of  sound  ,]udy,e- 
nient  v!v  memory  sinned  scaled  and  declared  this  as  his  last  Avill  i!^ 
testament;  and  that  they  know  ol  no  other. 

lielore  us  Sami'kl  Sv.monds 

1)a.\!i;i,  I)i:.\xis()n 

'I'lic  aliove  is  on  lilc  in  tiie  Essex  County  I'rubatc  olllcc 
at  Salcni,  lAIass. 


J  A'  J\  Vl'JSTOU  Y  i>f  Ihr  ./nulls  .t-  es/,t(i'  uf  l;.,l„rt  ffitt  l.nti  of  lj>- 
sirirh  dccci(s(d  tid.'vii  tin  1'/  nfJuiir  I tU!')  nyrissnl  I,;/  Mi,ssis 
I'emjrij  and  Hi  iinj  An-ln  r 

it:   his  weareiui;  Ap)iarcll 

it:  a  bedsted   rdhtr  bed  boulsler  X;  blanketts  co\crlct 

curtaiiies  malt  >^^  cord 
It :   t>  pairc  and  one  (jld  sheet- 
ll  :    1  pilhnv  beers 
It:  L'  Table  clolhs  .^  six  napkins  >.<:  s  towells  and  some 

ol her  corsr  Icuuen 
II  :   a  remiianl  of  cearsye 

It:   in  pewter  lillle  bi'ase  skilletl  .^  Skimmer  :iiid  tunell 
it:  a  [)'  ot  scales  ^\;  Avaites 
It:    wooden  morter  >.<:  iron  pestle 
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[t     1  brase  kettell  1-10-  0 

It     2  Iron  potts  pothookes  io  tramcll  >i  cliafeii  ili.sli  1  -l.s-  0 

It     u  spitt  liropuun  tongs  haiuuicr  v<:  a  pr  ol  nipi)i;rb  {)     3-  u 

It.    2  p''  of  slieL-rs  sissers  prcssinii,  Iron  >!^  2  IjoiJkius  0     (i  -  0 

It.    2  cliests  &  a  little  bo.\  U   1«-  0 

It.    in  eartlicii  ^vare  <)-  8-  0 

It     a  hangini!,- L'ul)bord  U-IO-  U 

It.    in  Ijarrells  kot-lers,  trayes  &  other  lubc^.  &o-  1-  '>-  0 

It :   In  bookes  1-  4-  0 

It.    musbkett  barroU  of  a  fowleing  peice  ^  sword.  1-6     8 

It:  severall  tooles  and  Iron  lliiiigs  .*;  old  Iron  2-12     U 

It :  2  yard  h  <'lotb  0  -  (J  -  8 

It:  ill  lu-iupu  and  noyles  u-ls-  u 

It:  Avlieat  &  Indian  &  sacks  0   18-  U 

It :  2  chaiaes  a  mattock  &  tro-\vell  1  UM-  o 

It:  beetle  &  5  wedges  &  forks  1-  »    <> 

It     3  axes  »!i  2  ho^vs  .<:  spade  iJ-17-  0 

It.    a  elinrne  clieesi)resse  a  cowle  4  jiailes  1     <>-  i> 
It     a  leneii  wiieele  ^  reele  2  sives  and  (jther  suiall  things       o-ll-  0 

It.    a  brake  i^  cleaver  chaire  >i  other  <niall  things  o     8     U 

It.   3  cowes  and  calfe  14  -  0-  0 

It:  3  s-wine      ;.                                                      .  2-14-0 

It:  Debts  5^  3   10 

II  :   in  yarne  at  the  Aveavers  I    l'>     '■^ 

It.  in  hoards  uiarchental)le  l-lo-  u 

It.    in  Ijricks  75  "^   1     - 
acording  lo  our  best  information  tlie  estate  at  Sals- 

biiry  the  huid  given  to  Abraliam  ■''>0  UO     0 

The  liouse  .^  the  rest  of  the  land  UO-OO-   0 

230.00.4 


AURA!l.\>r    I'^rirS.      (R..im,i:t.' > 

Altrahuiii,  sou  of  Robert  :iii>l  (liaee  (Lord)  Fitts,  was 
born  in  Kiiglaiitl  about  IC^'.i.  lie  was  nearly  ten  years  old 
when  his  father  .settleil  in  Salislniry.  In  Ih.O."..  he  married, 
and  seltK'd  on  his  father's  iioineftlead  in  Sidisbiiry,  liis  father 
having  nuned  to  Ipswieh. 

His  wife  was  Sarah  Thoiupsou,  a  daughter  of  Simeon 
Thompson.      They   renuuned    in    Salisbury    Uu    >r;.i>..     ■  I  /i. 
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his  father-ill-law,  'I'liumpsou,  <iave  liiiii  liis  Ipswich  home- 
stead, and  he  removed  to  that  town.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
fatlier  in  JOGf),  hi'  iulierited  all  the  Salislxiry  [Moperty,  and 
all  the  otiier  property  siibjeet  to  a  life  lease  to  his  mother. 
His  father-in-law  jj,avt'  him  his  propeity  and  made  him  one 
of  his  executors. 

His  wife  died  in  l(i(;i,  and  he  married  the  widow  liirdiey 
iu  KiG.S.  Ill  1G72,  his  uncle  Richard  died,  and  he  was  made 
sole  legatee  to  his  uncle's  esttite  also.  A  son  boi'n  the  same 
year  he  nanu'd  Richard.  'I'liis  son  inherited  tiie  Sahsbury 
estate,  formerly  his  grandfather's.  Here  he  built  a  block- 
iiouse  for  defence  against  the  Indians,  who  freipiently  as- 
sailed it.  Abigail  Kastman,  a  granddaughter  of  Kiciiard 
Fitts,  married  Col.  I^benezt'r  Webster  and  became  the  moth- 
er of  the  great  statesman,    Daniel  Webster. 

Abraham  Fitts  was  (^iie  of  the  remarkable  men  of  early 
colonial  times.  His  father  was  a  wealthy  Puritan  [)ioueer ; 
he  succeeded  not  only  to  his  father's  estate,  but  also  to  a 
large  share  of  his  fatiier-in-law's.  J^ater,  he  inherited  the 
property  of  his  uncle.  Historians  state  that  £30U  was  the 
extent  of  value  of  any  estate  of  that  day  in  the  new  country. 
The  wealth  of  Abraham  l"'itts  must  have  exceeded  that  sum. 

In  November,  1(J75,  wiien  he  was  nearly  lifty  years  old, 
he  left  his  wife,  and  six  children  ;dl  under  age  —  three  less 
than  six  years  old  —  in  the  depth  of  winter,  to  travel  a  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  Nairaganselt  c<juiilry.  in  comi)any  with 
twenty-eight  olher  l[)swich  men,  U)  |nirticipate  in  the  battle 
with  King  l'liili[)  and  hi.^  warriors.  in  lliis  conllict,  twenty- 
three  of  the  number  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  They 
endured  terrible  hardships  from  insullicient  fcnxl  and  shelter 
liefore  they  returned  to  their  homes. 

Again,  when  over  sixty  years  of  age,  in  IG'.IO,  with  an- 
other company  of  his  townsmen,  he  joined  the  expedition 
for  the  capture  of  <,»uebec.  Xo  doubt  these  exposures,  with 
other    experiences    in    cami)  and    Held,  was   the  cause  of   his 
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early  (leatli,  w  hicli  occiiiircl  in  k;;)-.*.  He  had  ci^lit  cliildrcn. 
lie  was  a  Iar<i,c'-lii'aite(l,  i)iililie-s|)irite(l,  patiiolic  citizen. 
So  lihei'al  was  he  in  his  t-xpenditnees  I'or  the  puhlic  service, 
that  liis  i'sl;ite  was  by  tiiis  means  icdnced,  thirinii'  lii^  lifc- 
tinie,  lo  h^ss  than  iialf  Ihe  \'ahie  of  ihe  eslales  lie  iidierited. 
At  liis  decease  ins  property  was  \:ihied  :il  f.'ilii;- 1 0- 0,  with 
(lel)ts  t''.l<S-l ;")-;")  A .  In  ieco!j,nili(>n  of  his  mihtaiy  service, 
his  descendants  I'eeeived  hinds  ]>y  graid  of  tiie  (U'neral 
Court,  ])oth  in  the  Nan'a<>,ansett  country  :ind  in  tlii'  new 
town  caUcd  Ipswich  C'ana(]a. 

WILL    OV     \151!A1L\.\1     Kri"l\S. 

Ill  till*  uaiiie  (if  ( iod  Allien.  1  Abraliiiiii  llill^  Sciioiir  IJehii;  wuuke 
In.  lioily  liiU  Souiul  ami  ol'  I'erffd  Mfiiiory  in  case  i)f  Death  Doe 
tiuis  Dispcjsu  oL  t-he  Isslale  (ind  lialli  (iheii  lue ;  as  follows  i  s  l/.j 
lirst  tliat  1  ami  my  wife  Al'lfr  Dcatii  I'.c  Dassaiilly  l'>iuii  d  : 

Ami  secondly  1  (ii\c  nnlo  my  wife  all  ilie  Indian  ("onie  and  malt 
and  all  the  meet  that  is  Laid  in  for  years  sloor,  and  all  the  lla\  and 
sheeps  avooI  and  all  the  seed  IJarley  that  is  laid  in  for  ye  insneinj.? 
yeare,  and  tlie  use  of  all  my  niovorljles  That  is  honsehuld  stntt  and 
house  and  one  co\Ne  and  lour  slieejie  Diirinu'  her  l.il\'.  And  the  use 
of  a  [)air  of  oxen  and  l;iekrini;  \\  itii  I  hem  so  loin;  as  my  \sile  ^liall 
see  cause  to  make  use  (.)f  Ihem  ;  lliirdly  1  have  (ii\(;n  nnlo  m.y  >oii 
Kiehard  my  mere,  And  hor^  coll  and  the  Uvdv  and  IJedinu  that  he 
now  Layes  upon  or  coserini^  lielon^iiin  to  it  and  i lure  are  eii^lit 
sliee|u;  of  liiehard.s  amoiiiist  my  >het.'pe  i'(nir  of  ihcin  he  hon^clil  and 
fonr  of  them  ai'e  increase  ;  and  1  (ii\e  my  >nn  1/aek  y  \oniii;e-t 
mare  eolt  ;  and  the  Wi'inainder  of  m.\  Stock  I  Lea\  e  lir^l  to  pay  ni\ 
Debts  so  far  as  il  will  (loo;  and  the  Keinainder  oi'  my  Dehls  that 
Stocke  Above  sd  will  not  pay:  'to  He  paiil  oni  ot  ni\  Land;  by  an 
etpial  l'ro|K)rtion  thai  is  to  say  A  third  jKU't  I'l.-intiiiL;  (iroiind  and  A 
third  I'art  I'aslor-Laml  and  A  third  i)art  nuddow-land  ;  and  what  is 
i-etl  After  all  .Inst  and  Due  Debt'-  are  paid;  The  liemaiiider  my 
wife  and  Kiehard  'i'o  ha\e  the  iiee  and  improNcmeiit  ol  il  DnriiiL;- 
her  i>ifi':  and  then  to  llelnrn  nnlo  the  l^xeciitor  or  Kxeentors;  my 
will  also  is  that  atler  in}  will's  Deeease.  that  my  son  Abraham 
Mittes  and  son-in-Law  William  liaker  shall  ha\  e  I  he  liemainder  of 
my  hole  Astate  In  Ipswli  h  as  nam.-lv  hoiisin-  and  land  -lork,  ai.o 
moverhles.      Tano   Ihirds    I    C,\\r  to  my  -on  Abrah;cii    .inis,'  .!•.  i  th.- 
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otlitT  tliii-il  j)iirL  1  (!iveti)  my  Soii-iii-l;i\v  Williaui  linker,  'I'o  ihcm 
and  liieir  licairs  for  cs  I'l' ;  and  iii\  will  is  Ihal  my  wlmle  csialf  he 
I'X.sacLly  I'rised  ;  in  Ipswich  williin  one  muiiih  Artci-my  Dcccsu;  1 
iiiaki!  my  son  Ahraliaiii  Hills  and  my  son-in-La^v  William  IJaUcr  cx- 
L'cutors  of  lliis  my  Last  will  and  rcsiamcid  aw  wlllnas  my  hand  lO 
Seale:  Dalcnl  this  Iwenl.y  lOniih  id'  Ichruary  In  y  ycarc  cif  onr 
.liOrd  one  Liiunsand  six  lunidi'LtJ  ninety-one  .    Two 

It   tis  to  Ik:  undiTslood   before  llii'  sii;iiiti,i;' 

and    selen  her  (d'   thai   1  ^i\c  my  'wife  the  olil 

sowe      [Seal.] 


Si^ined  sealed  In        ^.'-'^    /  /  O  '  u  ^         /^ 

the  presents  of        1^1  (>>  C' fhOi^     Th''^       ^C^f^t. 

iiss  the  marks  of  {y  ^ 

,l\Mi;s   I  I  ri.i.i'.i; 
Josii'ii   n-  I'l  i  i;i;  •' 

'I'lie  iiiveiitoi'y  of  the  estate  showeil  ical  estate  uppraisecl 
at  f2r)()  ;  [)ers()iial  iJiopeil)'  valued  at  t'T^G;  a  large  (|uaii- 
tity  aiul  variety  of  farm  t<iols  ;  vahialjle  stuck  consisting  of 
liorses,  oxen,  cows.  siiee[)  and  swine  ;  a  large  siii)ply  of  old 
time  household  stiilf;  '-two  miis(jiietts  Sword  i\;  (  artoiich 
box  ;"  a  good  store  of  |ii ovisioiis,  seeds,  etc.     . 

AHHAIIA.M'    FITTS.      (  Ai;i;aiiam,"    Hoi;Ki;r.' ) 

Abraham  Fills,  the  second  in  succession  bearing  this 
name,  wtis  the  oidy  son,  who  grew  to  numhood,  of  Abraham 
and  Sarah  ( 'rhom|)Son  )  f'itts.  lie  was  Ixn-n  in  Ipswich  in 
llioS.  He  married,  in  1  (J.^ 'J,  Margaret ,  (hnighter  (j|' Sergeant 
,l(jhn  C'hoat.  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  ilistingiiishi'<l 
C'hoat  family. 

lie  was  a  faiim'r,  and  remained  n|)(m  the  homesti'ad 
which  was  his  gi'aiidfallicr  'riiom|)son's,  wlieie  he  s[»ent  the 
remainiler  of  hi-  life.  His  wife  .Maigarct  died  in  KiHi'. 
He  married  .Mary  b'os>,  wlio  bi'canie  \\\v  niother  of  cighl 
children,  six  (d'  whom  had  noi  attaimd  llieir  majority  at 
their  father's   death,       l''.le\-cn   «d     his    cliildren    married    ami 
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had  cousiderMblc  fiuiiilics.  Tlie  laiuvr  iiuinl.ei'  of  tlu-  Kilts 
families  now  livino-  {i-mt.  tUvAv  uneestry  to  this  Aluaham 
Fills.      IK'  died  in  1711,  iined  hfty-teix  years. 
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[Dnrlcl  N(K  9r>2;i,  h'ssex  On.  I'ndndc  Uvrurds,  S,ilrnt.\ 

lu  The  Naiin;  of  (iod  aiiicu  I  Abralifi  rfil.ls  Seii'of  l|-s\\  icb  lu 
ye  County  of  Ksse\  In  new  iMHilaud  u'union  behi;;- -weak  of  Body 
but  of  sound  ndn<l  >.\;;  nu  niory  Doe  make  This  my  Last  Will  .<:  Test- 
am'  in  manner  ^<:  toi-ni  follow  ini:'. 

f  first  >s;  idnciially  I  iu'eommenti  my  Imniorlall  S(»nl  Inlo  \  e  hands 
of  (i  1x1  my  mercifull  Ivedeeiiier  v5i  my  Hody  d'o  a  Decent  Imriall  alt 
y^  Discretitjii  of  my  Exo"  hereafter  named  and  a-.  Touching  -,neh 
Worldly  Kstate  alierew"'  It  has  pleased  (^od  to  bless  uiee  Avithall 
In  this  world  I  Give  bei|neath  c^  Disposi'  of  as  f(jlloes 

ffirst  1  will  y'  all  my  .)u>t  ^^  fnnerall  ehar-es  be  lirsl  jjaytl  ^ 
eontenled  liy  my  lOxe". 

I  Give  uuLo  my  wife  Mary  Twelve  acres  (jf  Land  which  was  six 
of  it  Kdward  Ar(ic\\ay  v.^  six  y'  was  Kicii.'  .\i(diol>  ( d\  en  nice  In  my 
Granfallier  Tomp->on  w  iiii  y  I'nildiniis  stan(bni;  y  npnn  dnrcini;'  \  •" 
Time  of  hia"  bcinu'  my  ^\idow  in  my  name  also  1  L;i\e  To  m\  said 
wife  Two  ("owes  cii;lil  Sliccji  -  'I'lie  I'.cd  which  wee  l,\c  npon  wilh 
all  y-'  J'urnilure  y  nnlo  bcloiminu  and  y  l>ay  Marc  \  Twn  .swine 
&  3  piiis  To  b(,'  att  her  Dispose  as  .slice  pleaded 

To  my  Sons  Abraham  >.v  Robert  ffitt-  1  (ii\i-.v  nc(|ncatli  aU  my 
Lands,  arable  pasture  vSc  mar>h  iS:  meadow  Gi'ouml  b(j  y  sane-  more 
or  Less-  To  Them  .v;  y  heirs  ..^  assiyncs  for  e\ci-  all  ni\  I.amK  not 
li'ixen  my  wife  -  To  be  y"  In  present  po>sc--si>in  \  att  Thciie 
mothers  t'easeimi  'I'o  be  m\  Widow  To  Inne  all  \'  Land  I  have 
L;i\  ell  her  y  1  mpro\  eincnl  of  1  mediately  after  such  rcnn)\  able  Tw  be 
Ivpudly  l)i\ided  between  Them  ni\  Two  Son-'  A  brain  \  Kobe  it  I  til  Is 
Toijetlier  witli  all  my  ('omiiion  Uiuhls  privilcd^c--  appcrtainciiiL;  To 
y'  same  In  any  m  ise  beloiiiiini; 

Also  1  i;ive 'I'o  my  ^aidTwo  suiis  Abraham  \  itobcrl  flitts  all 
my  moveable  or  I'son'  ICsiate  of  winii  name  or  kind  soser  of  (^uick 
btoek  or  utensills  of  liu>baiidry  of  w  nature  soc\crnt)l  before  i:i\cn 
In  This  my  Will  Tt)  my  Wit.-  K(|uall.\  To  be  \)i\  id.-d  b.  iwcc:,  I'l  ,  ni 
They  lia\eing  been  grcal  help  To  nice  oC  help  < 'h-.u  i:._\   (.',•/.' 
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1  Give  To  my  nine  Cliildren  -  luunely  Anniili  Margarett  Mercy 
Sarnb  -  Siuu."  John  Mary  Epliraiin  ^*;:  lObeiie/.er  Tlie  bum"  of  live 
pounds  apeice  In  Cattle  or  I'orn  att  money  price  To  be  payd  by  my 
Execnt"  Ijereafter  mand  Avlien  ^  as  Tliey  re^i)ectively  sliall  arrive 
att  full  age  but  If  my  said  lOxect'"-  shall  sue  Cause  To  pay  any  of  y>^ 
foregoeing  Legacies  of  live  [lounds  To  all  or  any  of  Their  Brothers 
&  Sisters  In  money  passing  In  New  England  'I'hen  Each  sliall  aljbate 
of  y  live  pounds  y  sum  of  'i'wenty  Sliilliugs 

Lastly  1  Constitute  ordaine  &  apijoiiit  my  said  Two  sons  Abra- 
ham ffitts  &  Robert  ffitts  .loynt  Exe'^' To  This  my  Last  "Will  and 
Testament  They  paying  all  Uebls  >!i  Legacies  iMjually  between  Them 
In  Confirmation  hereof  Lhave  hei'eunlo  sett  my  hand  &  Scale  This 
fourth  Day  of  August  anno  I)"  1714 

Signed  Sealed  publishd  ABKAIIAM    FFITTS    [Seal.] 

&  Declard  In  p'scnce  of  us 

Sy.monds   El'K.S 

Thomas  Bakkk  Ju.n' 

Dan'  l{oai;us 

Know  all  men  by  These  p'^sents  y*^  wee  Abrani  ffitts  &  l{obert 
ffitts  Sons  of  Abram  ffitts  of  IpsAv"  Dec/'  as  principle  &  (ieorge  II, 
&  Thomas  Baker  jun'of  sd  Ijiswich  sureties  are  holden  &  stand 
bond  .^i  obliged  uulo  .lu"  ApiiUUm  INij'  Judur  of  y  Probate  of  v" 
Will  .<c  In  mI  t\uii\  III  y  iiill  >v  AwA  Suiii  .ii  I'liivo  liiuidr.  d  (H.uiid-. 
Curr"  money  of  New  England  I'o  be  jiavdloy^d  .liidi^e  UN  Mie 
cess'"'  lu  s'  olliee  alloniey  in  >d  uiliec  for  y  True  |iayiiieut  \\  id'  we 
binil  oursel\es  each  of  us  our  \  each  of  mir  heirs  \',\'  adiii'  .Ioyiill\ 
&  Severally  In  y  whole  v^  for  y'  whole  fully  and  linnly  by  these 
pi'sents  Sealed  with  o^  Scalers-  Dated  y^'  1^  Day  of  Septeud)'  auno 
I)'  1714 

The  Cond"  of  Tlii-.  obliualiou  of  This  (;blii;aiio  Is  such  y'  If  y"-' 
above  bonden  Abra  &  Hob'  ffitts  .loynt  E\e'"  To  y  Last  Will  of  y 
rtather  Abram  ffitts  Late  oi  Ipswich  Dec'd  >hall  well  and  truely  pay 
all  &  severall  y^'  Deljts  y'  y  s'  Dec'  owed  v!c  all  y  severall  Legacies 
given  In  y  w  ill  of  sd  Dec',  aced-  To 

In  s''  Avill  given  X.  I)ei|ueathed  -without  I'aile  fraud  Deceit  or  fur- 
ther Delay  Then  y"  oblig'  to  ])e  \oid  null  v>c  of  no  EU'ect  otherwise 
To  remaine  In  full  force  &  virtu 

Signed  st-al'd         i  ABKAIIAM  FITTS  seal 

DD  In   P'scnce    [  UOKEHT  FFITTS  seal 

of  us                      )  (iUliCiE   llAliT  seal 

John  Koss  '  TIIO.MAS  BAKEU  seal 

Dan'.  Uo<ii:us  Keg'' 
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ileseiubei-  1  .  1711 

Kes(_'\f(l  of  ahraliaii  and  Uoharl  lills  i-cwuxetiTs  lo  tlicar  ratlu;rs 
will  too  ('(Mvs  and  ,S  sheep  2  lioi^s  and  liic  hay  nicrr  ami  .!  |)ii;s  and 
a  l)e(.l  it  fnrnetiicr  acordUig-  to  Avill  I  say  rc>c\cd  by  uii- 

We  y  wu))S(ril)ers  liearof  do  teslllie  .^  say  y'  out;  y  day  ol'  y  date 
above  Avritlen  ^\e  see  y>^  above  s''.  alnaiiani  \;  Kolurt  niiis  Kxcc"^ 
to  llieii-  I'alhcrs  Last  will  &  test'"'  d(li\cr  y  above  mentioned  K'><>d:» 
&  Cliattels  to  y  Widdow  of  sd  alnaiiani  tfiits  deces"'  oni'  fallier 
ftfore"''.  'I'lioM  vs  Haki.i; 

(Ji  laii'.   I! AIM' 


AHKAHAI\1'   FI'll'S.      (  Aukaiiam,'  A  ci.aii  a  m,-  1{(,ui;im.') 

iVlii-aliniii  Kills,  the  third  lieaiiiiLi,  this  name,  was  the  idd- 
L'Bt  sou  of  Alii'ahaiii  and  Mari^aret  (('boat)  l-'itls.  lie  was 
l)uru  in  I[)swic-li  al)unt  HiMl.  ||is  fatiiei's  |)i()[)i'rlv  was 
largely  invested  in  land,  as  was  the  custoui  of  the  tiiiu's. 
'The  lietiv}'  inenndirauce  of  debt  was  the  cause  ol'  a  hard,  lifi!- 
lung  struggle  for  the  father.  After  liis  early  dealh,  ihe  twD 
brothers,  ALu'ubani  and  Kobei't,  only  surviving  childieii  of 
Margaret  (!hoat,  were  made  the  exeeulins  of  the  estate,  and 
assumed  the  rt'sponsibilities  of  the  homestead. 

It  l)eeaine  their  duty  to  continue  with  their  sle[imolher 
upon  the  farm.  Tlu'y  stood  loyally  liy  her  and  lici  nine 
uiiuor  children,  eari'ying  on  the  farm  for  the  miiliial  supporl 
of  the  entii't;  family,  until  the  younger  children  had  reached 
an  age  to  caie  for  themselves. 

Alirabam  was  thirty-eight  years  old  before  he  married 
and  made  a  home  for  himself.  In  17"iL'.  he  married  Pliel)e 
b'nller;  he  remained  upon  the  homeslead,  buying  his  lirolh- 
er's  share.  'riiey  had  eight  children,  only  \'on[-  (»!'  whom 
atlained  to  adult  years.  lie  acipiired  a  gianl  n\'  land  in  hi:^ 
grandfather's  right,  called  Narraganselt  land,  for  sei'\'ice  in 
the  King  l'hili|)S  wai- ;  liiis  was  located  in  Amlu'r^t,  \.  II.. 
but  was  suppcjsed  at  the  lime  lo  be  in  .Middlesex  Counly, 
Mass.  The  expense  he  incurred  in  assisting  his  stepn,,  .il.ii'. 
the  sums  of  money  he  paid  to  secmv  ilie  ,-liai.      "i   ib-    '.!h>i 
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heirs,  and  tlie  largf  (U'lJivciiUiou  that  \>vi'v\\  all  land  \aluL'S 
by  reason  of  the  ahiimlaiiee  o[  public  lands  ol'lVied  hy  the 
State  for  sale  about  this  time,  nearly  exhausted  his  estate. 
Jt  was  no  doubt  this  asprct  ot  his  affairs  that  induced  his 
only  son,  Daniel,  about  the  time  of  tlic;  death  of  Ahrahaui 
Fitts,  to  emigrate  U)  the  new  town  of  Aslifoid,  Conn.,  where 
conditions  for  gainiufi,'  a  livelihood  foi'  himself  and  erowing 
family  wen;  at  this  time  more  i^roniisinii,.  .Alany  of  his 
neighbors  and  friemls  had  already  removed  lo  that  [dace. 
Abraham  h'itls  died  in  17l).">,  aged  sevi-nty-nine. 

WILL  Ob'  AHKAUA.M'  tl'I'TS. 
Tn  The  Naiiu;  of  (lod  iimeii  the '1' went iolli  Day  of  November  17.") 7  I 
tile  Al)riibaiu  l<"itts  of  Ipswicli  in  the  County  of  ICssex  and  l^ro\  inee  of 
Masseeimsetts  IJay  in  New  I'Ji_u;hin(l  iiubliaudman  ISeing  in  liealtli  of 
Boily  aiul  of  a  Sonnd  mind  >.<;  memory  CalUu.n'  lo  mind  tlie  nioitahly 
of  my  liody  and  Knowini;'  it  is  a|ii)oint('d  for  men  onei;  to  Dye  Do 
inal<.e  and  ordain  tliis  my  Last  will  and  te-iiuicui  l'rinei|ialy  and 
llrst  I  (jive  and  ijeeommeiid  my  Soul  into  the  hands  of  dud  who 
Gave  it  and  my  Uoily  to  the  Ktirlh  to  He  Deceantly  IJiu-ried  at  the 
Discretion  of  my  executor  and  as  TouehinL;'  Such  \\orldly  (iood  and 
Instate  as  it  hath  I'leased  God  to  likss  me  w  iih  in  this  Lif(.'  1  (ii\e 
and  Disi)ose  of  in  the  following;'  form  and  manner. 

Imprimes  I  tiive  to  my  well  Ileloved  wife  tdi/.ahelh  y  Improve- 
ment of  one  third  I'art  of  my  houseinu  and  Land  Durini;  her  nat- 
Hi'al  Life  and  one  Cow  for  her  own 

Item  I  (Jive  to  my  Son  Daniell  Fitts  hi>  heirs  and  assigns  for 
ever  whome  i  mak(>  my  Sole  ICxeeulorof  tins  my  last  \\ill  and  teste- 
ment  all  my  Buildings  as  liousin-'  IJarn  v<.e  wilii  all  my  ipiiek  Sloek 
husbandry  tools  >.<:  utentials  exi'cpt  one  Cow  alreaily  disjiosed  oil'. 

Item  I  Give  lo  my  Daui^hter  I'helie  Achns  .six  piuuids  thirteen 
shillin.ii-s  and  four  penei'.  to  be  I'aid  her  within  two  _\eais  after  my 
Decease  which  with  wliat  >he  hath  alb'eady  had  rs  in  full  of  all  her 
J'ortion 

Item  I  (iive  to  my  Dauuhter  mary  Gourdeu  live  shillings  and 
four  fence  which  ^vith  what  she  lialli  alnady  had  is  in  full  of  her 
Tortion. 

Item  I  (iive  to  my  l)aui;!itcr  Saiah  Fills  six  Founds  thirteen 
Shillin-s  and  four  lauice  to  \'>c  paid  her  the  one  half  up.m  mairia-c 
the  other  half  two   years    after   my  Decease  all  w  hieii  se\»r. a    1.'}- 
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lueiits  Sli;ill  He  Vaid  liy  my  Kxe-ciilor  oiu  of  my  I'Niiae  ami  I  Do 
liereby  ulliTly  Disalow,  Hcvoko  v^  Disouiull  all  aiul  every  oUut 
roniier  testeiuonts  Mills  Lea.miicys  and  l'.e(|iiesl.s  and  Isxeciitors  l)y 
me  in  any  wise  lielore  named,  \\  illod  and  l{e(|neatlied  Kalilyini^-  anil 
CoiiliriDinj^  tlu.s  and  no  other  to  be  my  lasl  Aviil  v^  testimenl  in  wit- 
ness whereof  1  have  liere  unto  Set  my  hand  and  Seal  ihe  Day  and 
year  above  written. 

Signed  Sealetl  rid)lished  I'ronuunced  and  Deelared  Hy  the  Said 
Abraliani  Flits  as  his  Last  will  and  'I'e-timent  in  the  i'i\'senee  of  ns 
the  Subscribers 

Srioi'UKX  Ani)1;i;\vs  ABKAHAAf   FIITS 

John   Bakkk  (Seal.) 

EiiNK  i;  Bakkk 

A    i'<nUnlc  or  Srhnhilv 

He  it  kno^\  n  to  all  men  by  these  Presents  that  whereas  1  Ahra- 
hani  Fitts  of  I|is\\ich  in  the  (Jounty  ol'  JO>se.\  >.\;  Province  of  the 
Massachiisett>  Hay  iu  ^■e^v  iMiiiland  llnsbandmaii  ha\  e  made  and 
Declard  my  Last  Will  and  Testament  iu  wriiinii-  bearlni;  date  the 
twentieth  tlay  of  Novend)er  1757. 

I  the  said  Abraham  Fitts  by  this  Present  codicile  to  Ratify  and 
contirm  my  said  Last  Will  and  Testament;  and  do  jjjive  and  He- 
qucath  unto  my  Loseiny  Daughter  I'hebe  Achus  all  my  Household 
sturt'after  my  Decease  to  be  delivered  to  her  by  my  Kxecutor  And 
my  Aviil  and  Meaniui;-  is  That  this  Codicile  He  and  l)e  .Vdjudued  to 
be  Tart  &  I'areel  of  my  >aid  Lasl  Will  and  Testament;  .\nd  that  all 
things  herein  mentioiu'd  ^C  contained  He  faithfully  i.^  truly  Performed 
and  as  full\'  and  amj>l\'  in  e\ery  respeci  as  if  ilu'  same  Avere  so  de- 
clared and  Sell  down  in  my  Said  last  Will  and  Tesiameul  Witness 
my  Hand 

STRriii'.N   .\m)ki;\vs 

John   Haki  i; 

Ki  Nit  i;  HvKii: 


L'ci^awju^^ 


1*1   r.J.H       I.AM)-     IN     ('iiNNI.CI  Id    I  . 

AI)Oiit  ITo.'J-ltl,  hiiue  liacts  of  |iul)lk-  hiiid  wi-ie  opened 
fui'  siile  ill  the  territory  innv  known  as  1\' iIlinLily.  Asbf(»iil, 
and  W'oodstoi'lv,  C'onnectieiil .  At  thai  tinu'  liiey  wcie-  un- 
der llie  juiisdictiun  of  ^lassacliii.s(dls.  'I'lu-se  lands  ua'ia- 
very  desirable  for  agiieiilture,  and  were  sold  foi'  Mi,  h,\v 
price  of  six  to  eight  cents  [jer  acre.      'The  c<^ndiiiwi,    i,|   mar- 
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ket  and  general  trade  were  nuieli  siii)eri(tr  to  like  advantages 
ia  Essex  (Joiiuty,  Massaeluisetts.  Moi-eovei',  the  inlial>i- 
taiits  of   Kssex  County  were  still  harrassed  by  Indian  raids. 

Many  I'amilies  whose  names  a|i|)ear  in  these  recoi'ds 
availed  themselves  of  this  (ipijoitiniity  to  impiove  their  pn^s- 
pects  by  emigrating  tiiither. 

The  following  p>etition  was  presented  to  the  (iiMieral 
Conrt  in  1  73;")  : 

The  FftitiiiH  of  nmuij  Solilicrs  irJiu  /roiii  this  ( 'u/i, iiii  oviil  i'v'//i  //if  ill- 
fated  Exj)editiuii  ti>  (^jichfc  ill   ItHKl. 
■■Tlie  Sin'viviug  ollicers  and  SuhluM-s.  uiul   ilic  (IcseciulMiits   of 

those  duceasecl,  petition  for  (Jraiit<  of   Lainl  as  pari  coinpeiisatioii 

for  the  Sulleriiiiis  ami  lussc-  in  that  uvitLnlitioii." 

'I'his  [)etition  was  granteil,  and  l"]|»hraini  Fitts,  son  of 
Abraham  and  Mary  (IJossj  Fitls,  witii  al)Out  lifty  other 
Ipswieh  men,  had  laud  assigned  them.  It  was  located  in 
the  territory,  now  inehided  in  the  town  of  Wiueheiidon, 
Massachusetts.      It  was  called  '•lijswich  Cannada." 

DANIKI/   FITTS. 

(  Al'.l.'All  A.M.  '    AlUtAllAM,'    Al'.KAIlAM,'    IxOHKK  r . '  ) 

Daniel  Fitts,  the  only  son  of  Abraham  and  I'hebe  (  Fuller) 
Fitts  who  lived  to  atlult  years,  was  ))oiii  in  Ipswieh  in  1725. 
Here  he  married,  in  17.")(),  Christiana  Smith  of  Ipswich;  he 
united  with  the  First  (lunch  the  same  year.  In  17()7-7(), 
he  removed  to  Ashford,  Couneeticiil. 

When  the  political  distuibam-e  occurred  which  [)reeeded 
the  war  of  the  Uevolutiou,  he  joined  the  Ashford  militia 
companv.  which  \s;is  commanded  b}'  Col.  'I'liomas  Ivnowltoii, 
a  veteran  of  the  Fiench  and  Indinu  war.  When  the  "Alarm" 
went  out  of  the  Lexington  light  this  compau_v  marched  im- 
mediately to  the  assistance  of  the  Massacimsetts  milititi;  it 
was  the  lirst  organized  bodv  of  troops  from  bevond  tlu' State 
boundary  to  arrive  in  the  \icinity  of  Hoston.  Daniel  liti 
was  in  this  company,  as  the  com[)any  loll  shows. 
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At  this  linii'  tlu'  (iciicnil  Com  I  of  ('(niiicrticiit,  in  special 
session,  Ofcli-rod  a  ri'oi;zani/.ation  ol'  its  militia  I'or  a  lonii, 
tt'i-m  of  st'iN-icc.  Daniel  l'"itts,  alliiouiili  lilly  yi-ais  of  a<^i', 
liavini;-  a  wife  and  live  mimn'  ehiMien,  fonr  of  uliom  weie 
timler  thirteen  \H':ii's  of  aue,  ie-enli>,li'(l  on  .May  CUi,  in  a 
company  nndt'r  the  same  e(,imman(hr.  It  is  prohalih-  in- 
was  a  special  frit'nd,or  perhaps  a  nei^hjiur  of  ('oioiicl  Knowl- 
ton,  as  the  Knowllon  family  wimc  oiiginally  fnjm  Jp^.\vicil, 
his  nati\'c  to^\n.  in  the  course  of  lime  his  son  married  a 
daiiuhlei'  of  Colonel  Kiiowllon. 

The  A>htord  com|iany  were  a  pait  of  the  live  eonipanv 
regiment  iindei'  Israel  Putnam.  Colonel  Knowltoii  had  seen 
military  service  at  the  capture  of  'I'iconderoga.  'I'he  legi- 
ment  maichei'  at  once  to  (  andnidge  and  joined  the  army 
nnder  (ien.  Prescotl.  June  lljlh,  the  night  lieft^i'e  ihe  hat- 
tie,  a  part  of  this  regiment,  including  the  Ashford  compaii)'. 
\\ere  ordered  to  Ihinker  Hill,  'idiey  woiked  all  niuiit  throw- 
ing n[)  inlrenchinents  which  were  intended  to  reach  the  en- 
tire distance  across  the  ptMiinsulai',  U\i\\\  the  Chai'les  to  the 
•Mystic  lliver.  \\  Inn  the  enemy  a[)pearc(l  tln're  uas  a  ga[) 
on  the  left,  neai'  the  .\l\^lic;  here  ivnowllon  impro\i.~>ed  a 
brca^^lwoik  of  fence-rails  and  new    mown  hay. 

Willi  no  time  loi'  rest  and  wilhoul  food,  his  com|iany. 
l)eing  the  liesl  e(jnip|ii-d  and  commanded,  wei'e  .-latioued 
here  to  defend  ihis,  the  weakest  as  well  as  the  niosl  im|<or- 
lant  pari  of  the  works.  'I'liey  ^^ucccs-^fully  re^i^lcd  all  al- 
temjits  of  the  Ihili^h  to  liuii  the  left  of  llic  Trovincials, 
unlil  the  order  to  lelreat  was  givi-n.  They  kept  theii'  I'anlvS, 
relirinu  in  tiooil  older,  after  making  a  stand,  holding  ihe 
enemy  in  check  lo  cnalile  less  foilimale  comrades  to  escape. 
They  Mei'e  alile  to  do  hellei'  than  other  companies,  as  iheir 
sii[)plv  of  amnnniilion  was  not  exhaiisled,  and  they  were 
etMnmanded  hy  ollicers  who  often  h.efore  had  been  unvler 
lire.     Aflci  the  hallle  the  company  wa>  -latii'iic.i  :.;  d.n.  ;ei;l 
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points  ill  tlir  foitilicutioiis  whicii  I'xtciuk'd  from  C!:uiil)iic|o'o 
U)  Ivoxbiiry. 

AfliM'  (JiMuM'al  W'asliin^'ton  tix^lv  coiiiiikukI  in  .liily.  177'), 
I'nliuun's  rcuinicnt  \v;is  iinistnuil  into  tlic  iv^iilar  ( 'oiiliiicii- 
tal  anny.  Coloiii'l  Iv  luiwiton,  with  iiis  conipanv,  was  sent 
on  one  or  two  adNenturcs  inside  the  eiu'iny's  lines,  which  he 
executed  so  suocessl'iilly  as  to  be  eoinnieinU'd  in  the  lifiieial 
oiders  ot  ^\'asllington. 

'I'he  coiupaiiy  recoril  siiiiidy  states  tiiat  Daniel  l-'itts  died 
Si'iJleinhei'  7,  177;'),  whelher  l'r()ui  woniids  leceived  in  con- 
Hict  with  the  enemy,  or  from  dist'ase,  is  not  explained. 
His  body  was  bniii'd  at  Ib-ookline. 

'I'hc  slow   \  Ine  i-ree|»s  around 

The  soldier's  gra\  e  ; 

And  wlicu  a  liuiidred  years 

Lose  record  of  our  tears, 

Still  will  the  voice  of  lame 

Exult  to  name  his  name; 

And  cNcry  spriuu'  the  clover  ami  the  sorrel 

Make  haste  to  bloom  ft)r  cr<jwn  and  laurel! 

—  KlhrUhir  J.irvrsun  (Uitlrr. 


DAVID-   FI'lTS. 

(  Damki.,''   Am; AiiA.\r,'    Ai;ic\iiam,^   Am;  \iiaai,"    Roi'-kki.') 

David  h'ilts  was  the  yonnut'st  child  of  Daniel  ami  Chris- 
tiana (Smith)  l'"itls.  He  was  born  in  Ipswich, -Inly  1 ,  17i;7. 
He  was  a  yoniiL^'  child  when  his  parents  reinovcd  to  Ashford, 
Connecticut  ;  he  was  eight  years  oM  wlieii  his  father  died  in 
the  Continental  army,  iiikUt  ticneral  Washington,  at  the 
siege  of  l)()st<iii  in  177;').  His  mother  was  evidently  left  in 
straitened  circnmstaiices,  with  four  children  less  than  thii'- 
leen  years  of  age  ;  she  i-cipiiii'd  all  the  assi.stance  the  four 
sons  could  gi\c  her  to  maintain  the  family.  Three  years 
later  she  maiiit'd  Mbeiiezei   Mason. 

David  was    ap|)rcnticed    to  a  tanner  in  Ashtor.i.       .\i  ih. 
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ex|)inition  of  liis  trnii  of  (>crvic(',  hi-  riMiiovcd  lo  rrovideiKH^ 
wlu'ie  lie  worked  at  liis  trade  for  Colonel  Abbott  until  he 
bought  the  house  and  land  on  the  banks  of  Ten  iMlle  River, 
in  Seekonk. 

Here  he  carried  on  the  tannery  ))U.siness  and  eustoni  shoe- 
making,  managing  a  small  farm  also.  In  17'Jfj,  he  nuirried 
Delia  Bucklin  of  Seekonk.  He  was  an  industrious,  hard- 
working man,  with  an  income  sutlicient  to  support  his  hirge 
family  and  give  his  children  a  good  education. 

]Mr.  Fitts  was  a  frank,  honest,  oi)en-hearted  man,  genial 
and  happy  in  his  social  relations,  a  kind  and  liel[)ful  neigh- 
bor. The  cai'eful  training  his  children  received  rellected  his 
own  character.  They  were  \vell  lifted  for  the  usefid  and 
prosperous  lives  which,  lo  an  unusual  degree,  they  all  en- 
jo^'ed.  lie  was  prompt  anil  ri'gular  in  his  attendance  on 
[)ublic  worship  ;  he  was  absent  but  once  in  lifty  years  from 
the  Thanksgiving  service.  He  enjoyed  almost  perfect 
health,  often  remarking  that  he  never  needed  a  physician, 
nor  was  he  ever  sick  a  day  in  his  life.     He  died  .May  IN,  bsi;4. 

ihiUh-en  of  Darid  and  Delid  (  liKcldiit  J  Fitts. 

Almiru,  b.  April  2o,  17117,  m.  Joel  Whitaker. 
Albert,  b.  April  1,  l^OO,  m.  Triphose  Haitlett. 
iMary,  b.  JNIarch  bs,  l^;l)2,  m.  Simeon  N.  Cutler. 
James,  b.  Dec.  ;!  1 ,   bsoi.  d.   l,si(i,  uinuarried. 
David  Bucklin,  b.  May  lib  l.S(i7,  m.   Nancy  Lathe. 
Charlotte  Delia,  b.  Jan.   I'J,  1<SI1,  m.  Orvil  Bomn. 
Charles  Harris.  I..  April  ;'.••,   bsi;'.,    in.   I^ineliiie  Kiehardson. 
Abbie  hie,  b.  Aiiril  i:;,   bSl.".,  m.  William  Bradley. 
Joseph,  b.  iMarch  M,   ISbS,  m.   Klizabcth    Dennis. 
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1)F,MA    lU'CKLIN. 


Dt'lia  IJiickliu,  the  wife  of  David  Fitls,  was  Itoni  Dcct'in- 
bi-i'  2,  1771,  in  IJchobulli,  siiicf  c-allril  Si-ekoiik  ;  llic  saiiu' 
now  bclouizs  t(j  l"'asl  I'lovidcnce',  K.  I.  Slu' was  liic  daiiLih- 
h'l  of  (Ia|)t.  .lolin  and  .b'ndnia  (Peck)  Hucklin.  Ilolli  llie 
Peck  and  Unckiin  families  were  anions  tlie  oldest  and  most 
respected  in  the  town.  She  iminied  .^ii'.  i'^itts  in  17'.trj,  tiiid 
lived  ill  the  J'^itls  iit)mestead  to  the  end  of  her  life.  She 
carefidly  insfrneted  her  four  daughteis  in  all  the  arts  of 
good  housekeeiiinii.  Hy  precept  and  example  she  in- 
stilled into  their  minds  the  truths  of  tlH;  !j:ospri.  She  was 
ail  active  mcndter  of  tlie  Congregational  ehnrch  in  Seekonk 
for  many  years,  a  consistent  christitm,  a  teachei'  in  the  Sun- 
day school  and  a  constant  attendant  ni)on  the  services  of 
the  church.  She  was  a  friend  to  missions,  and  was  inter- 
estetl  in  all  hnmane  and  l»eiu*V(jlent  work,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  in  her  will  she  made  lilK-ral  betiuesls  to  these 
christian  charities. 

She  died  April  2'J,  ISiil. 
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IxoKx   I'o   Part  III. 


ASHLAND,  11,  VS. 
Amherst,  N.  H.,  ;i'2. 
Aslitord,  3.1,  34,  35.  3(;. 
Ashford  Company,  3li. 
Alarm,  I.exinnton,  35. 
Al)bi)tt,  Col.,  3'J. 

BALIJJKD  house,  20. 
r.allora  farm,  11,  20. 
Hoston,  35.      ' 
I'.oston  \\  ater  Works,  11. 
liaker,  William,  2«,  2i). 
Hattle  of  lUinker  Hill,  30. 
ISirdley,  Widow,  27. 
Hostoii  iS:  Worcester  K.K., 

11. 
Ballard,  .^amuel,  5. 
lUicklin,  Dr.  1  liomas,  10. 

Delia,  31), -in. 

Capt.  John,  40. 

COl.l)  SPRING  I5KOUK 

8. 
Constitutional       Conven- 
tion, 12. 
Conjjregational      Church, 

20.  40. 
Choat,  John,  24,  20. 

Margaret,  2;i,  32. 
Colchester,  I\ngland,  24. 
Cromwell,  24. 
Camijridi;e.  30,  37. 
Cutler,    .Simeon     Newton, 
3,  4,  5,  10,  14,  10,  23. 

M.iry  (Fitts),  3.  15. 

I'Miiiu,  10. 

S.  N.  i\:  Sons.  11. 

I':ilen  Maria.  10. 

(ieorge  Edward,  10. 

Henry,  10 

Delhi  l.avinia,  17. 

.Martha  Jerusha,  17. 

Cornelius  Howard,  17. 

William  Clark,  18. 

Charles  Fredrick,  20. 

F^lbridge  Jelfersou,  37. 

1':AMF;S,  Daniel,  8. 
F^astman.  Roger,  24. 

Abigail  27. 
F-ngland,  23.  20. 
hlssex  ("oiint y,  35. 
I''.ast  Providence,  40. 


f"rf:f;  sou.  i'.\Rrv,i2 

I'ramingham,  18. 
Fiamingham  mill,  I'J. 
Framingham  house,  19. 
Fitts,  Mary,  8,  10,  23. 

Sir  John,  23. 

Robert,  23,  25. 

.\braham  Sen.,  24,  25, 
20,  27,  28. 

Richard,  24,  27. 

Abraham  Jr.,  29,30. 

Abraham  3d,  32,33,  34. 

Robert,  32. 

1  )aniel,  3:f,  :H,  35,  .30,  37. 

I^phr.um,  .•i5. 

David,  37,  30,  40. 
Fittslord,  FIngland,  23. 

c;enf:ral    court, 

12,  28,  35,  30. 
Greenwood,  Wni.,  10. 
(irain  elevator,  11. 
(jarrison,  Wm.  Lloyd,  12. 

IIOLLISTON,  10,  10. 
'  lopkinton  road,  18. 

IPSWICH,  23,  24,  20,27, 

20,  .'lO,  37. 
Ipswich  Canada,  28,  35. 
Indian  raids,  'M>,  27. 

J.\KR    IJKOiiK,  8,  18. 
jellerson,  'Ihoiuas,  12. 

Kl.\(,  PHILLIP'S  war, 

27,  32. 
Kiiuwlton,  Col.  Thomas, 

.■i5,  .iO. 
Kilhngly,  ,i4. 

LLICLSri:R     ACAD- 

f:mv,  5. 

Lord,  (J race,  23. 
Thomas,  25. 
Robert,  25. 

.MILL  building,  0. 
Milling  business,  10,  11. 
Mason,  I^benezer,  37. 
.Massachusetts,  24,  35. 
.Middlesex  County,  32. 
.Methodist  Church,  18. 
M.irshall,  ICbenezer,  10,11. 


NEWBURY,  24. 

Narragansett,  27,  28,  32. 
Newton,  Jerusha,  5,  0,  8, "I. 

Sally,  5,  7. 

Simeon,  8,  10. 

OLD    FRAMIN(iHA.M 
neighborhood,  22. 

P.\RKS  CORNER,  20. 

Parklmrst,  Charles,  20,22. 
Plumb  Island,  24. 
Purit.m,  24. 
Public  lands,  34. 
Putnam,    I  len.    Israel,   30, 

37. 
Prescott,  General,  30. 
Peck,  Jemima,  40. 
Provicience,  10. 

OL'EBFX  exi)edition,  27, 
35. 

ROSS,  Mary,  2'J. 
Roxbury,  37. 
Revolutionary  war,  .'io. 
River,  Charles,  30. 

M  vstic,  30. 

.Sudbury,  11. 

leu  Mile,  10. 

SEEKONK,  10. 

.Salisbury,  24,  20,  27. 
Smith,  Christiana,  35,  37. 
Slavery,  12. 

.South  F'ramingham,  21. 
School  house,  18. 
.'^uniuer,  Charles,  12. 

THO.MPSOX,    Simeon, 
24.  2(;,  27. 
Sarah,  20,  20. 

WICBSTER,  Daniel.  27. 

Col.  Ebenezer.  27. 
Whittier,  13,  21. 
Wheaton,  Josephus,  10. 
Washington,  (Jen.,  37. 
Wight,  James,  8. 
Wooden  machinery,  '■). 
Water  wheels,  10. 
W Oolen  factory,  8,  10,  17. 
Wheelwright.   10,  10. 
Woodstock,  34. 
Wincliendon,  28,  35. 
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